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Henry  Porter  on  the  IScreen 

Tamil  separatists  blamed  for  devastating  retaliation  against  army  gains 

Tiger  massacre  in  Colombo 

Dazed  workers  flee  the  scene  fcf  yesterday’s  devastating  bomb  attack  in  one  of  the  most  heavily  guarded  districts  of  Colombo  photograph  anuhuddm a   lomjm  apu  arac  hchi 
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Although  Tiger  officials  at 
their  offices  in  London  dis- 

claimed knowledge  of  the 
blast,  government  officials  in 
the  Sri  Lankan  capital  said  the 
suicide  bomb  —   which  fallows 
the  capture  in  December  of  the 
rebel  mini-state  in  the  north- 

ern Jaffna  peninsula  —   bore 

the  guerrillas'  hallmark. 

“It  has  to  be  [the  Tamil 

Tigersl,"  Brigadier  Sarath 
Munasinghe,  the  military’s 
spokesman,  said.  “Who  else would  have  done  a   thing  like 

this?"  
' 

Doctors  at  Colombo’s  gen- eral hospital  said  55  people 
were  killed  outright  in  the 
suicide  attack,  but  one  pri- 

vate radio  station  put  the 
death  toll  at  91.  More  than  100 
of  those  admitted  to  hospital 
were  seriously  injured. 

The  health  minister.  A   H.M- 

Fowzie,  told  reporters;  *T  be- lieve the  death  toll  could  rise 
as  there  are  still  many  bodies 

trapped  in  the  rubble." The  governor  of  the  central 
bank.  A.S.  Jayewardene,  said 
an  television  that  40  of  its  em- 

ployees died  in  the  blast 
The  explosion  —   the  most 

powerful  in  a   12-year  war  that 
no  longer  knows  limits  —   oc- 

MPs under  fire 

for  pay  claim 
Michael  White 

Political  Editor 

■HiHE  latest  backbench 

■   campaign  to  raise  MPs" ■   pay  backfired  last  night 
amid  furious  denunciations 

of  political  insensitivity  from 

poverty  lobbyists  mid  disaf- fected voters.  Downing  Street 

reacted  warily  to  the  motion, 

signed  bv  nearly  300  of  the  651 

sitting  MPs.  to  refer  the 

hyper-sensitive  issue  of  their own  and  ministerial  pay  to 

Lord  Noian’s  committee  on 
standards  in  public  life. 

So  did  a   seemmgly-reluc- 
tant  Lord  Nolan,  whose  terms 

of  reference  would  have  to  be 

revised  should  John  Major 

endorse  the  move.  The  hot
  po- 

tato could  alternatively  be 

passed  to  the  Senior  Sala
ries 

Review  Body,  an  option  be
tag 

canvassed  by  some  minist
ers. 

The  row  re-opened  the  is
sue 

of  outside  work  done  by  som
e 

MPs.  Unions  said  it  was  
a* 

tonishing  that  while  workars 

pay  was  going  down,  MP
s 

were  trying  to  raise  their  own 

salaries,  arid  poverty  cam-
 

paigners, angry  at  ymjat 

ever-lower  wag®  the  un- 

skilled. protested  thatMPs were:  trying  *«*“*?? 

selves  from  reality.  Voters  
In- 

terviewed for  radio  and  tele- 
vision were  equally 

dismissive. 

What  prompted  spontane- 
ous grassroots  anger  was  the 

way  the  motion  was  pre- sented as  a   demand  for  a 
near-doubling  of  the  current 

£34,085  a   year,  a   claim  being privately  advanced  mainly  by 

Tories  feeling  the  post-Nolan 

squeeze  on  outside  eamings- 

Tony  Blair  and  Paddy  Ash- 

down both  stressed  the  impor- 
tance of  having  an  indepen- 

dent mechanism  for  indexing 

MPs'  pay  to  an  outside  group. 

But  the  Liberal  Democrat 
leader  said  that  he  was  happy 

with  the  present  level,  while 

Mr  Blair’s  office  said: 
"Higher  pay  for  MPs  is  not  a 

priority  for  an  incoming 

Labour  government*'. The  Leader  of  the  Com- 
mons, Tony  Newton,  has  been 

quietly  investigating  ways  of 

-paring  MPs  the  embarrass- 
ment of  having  an  annual 

battle  with  the  Government. 

Allowing  for  inflation  
MPs 

nay  has  been  static  m 
  post- 

inflation  terms  for  30  year
n 

while  average  pay  has  ris
en 

by  80  per  cent  Sir 

Higgins,  spokesman  for
  the 

Lender  eotnment^  page  8 

Colombo  bomb 
A   tony  packed  with  exptortvw 
Maw  up  In  front  c#  the  Central 
Bank  in  Cotombo  at  10.45am 
local  time  (05.15  GMT) 

yesterday.  It  tafled  some  55 

people  and  (KMided OWBT  1,000. 

curred  on  a   busy  morning 
outside  the  central  bank  in 
Colombo’s  financial  district 
A   military  official  said  three 
people  jumped  from  a   moving 

truck  and  began  firing  at  ran- 
dom. The  truck  —   believed  to 

be  carrying  about  4001b  of  ex- 
plosives —   careered  into  a 

gate  at  the  bank's  entrance. 

Police  arrested  two  men 

trying  to  flee  but  said  they  be- lieved others  died  in  the  blast 
Witnesses  described  a   scene 

that  looked  like  the  aftermath 
of  an  earthquake,  with  an  Bit 
crater  at  its  centre. 

"It  was  like  a   dozen  Tower- 

ing Infernos,”  said  a   local 

journalist Other  banks  and  commer- 
cial establishments  were 

wrecked,  and  all  the  vehicles 
in  a   multi-storey  car  park  de- 

stroyed. Newspaper  kiosks 
vanished  in  the  explosion, 
which  occurred  at  about 
10.45am  local  time  and  was 
felt  up  to  three  miles  away. 
Massive  clouds  of  black 

smoke  and  flame  spewed  from 

nearby  office  blocks  as  hun- dreds of  dazed  and  wounded 

people  fled. 

Witnesses  said  windows 
and  ceilings  came  crashing 

down,  lifts  plummeted  to  the 
ground  and  gaping  holes  were 

punched  in  walls. The  wounded  clung  for  sup- 
port to  walls  and  railings, 

which  quickly  became  red 
with  blood. 

Helicopters  dropped  water 
to  douse  the  fires,  while  fire- 

men rescued  stranded  office 
workers  from  roofs. 

Yesterday’s  blast  occurred 
in  one  of  the  most  highly 

guarded  areas  in  the  capital —   already  a   city  under  siege. 

The  presidential  secretariat, the  foreign  ministry  and 
naval  headquarters  are  just  a 
few  hundred  yards  away. 

Two  nearby  hotels  were 
severely  damaged  in  the 
blast  and  several  tourists 
were  reportedly  injured,  bely- 

ing government  claims  that 
the  island  is  again  safe. 
There  had  already  been 

Share  payout  for  millions  after  building  society  joins  the  bank  wagon 

Margaret  Hughes 
Personal  Finance  Editor 
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million 

people  are  expected  to  get 
an  average  of  £1,000  each  after 
the  Alliance  &   Leicester 
building  society  announced 
its  stock  market  flotation 

yesterday. Months  of  speculation, 
which  forced  it  to  close  its 
doors  to  new  members,  ended 

when  Britain’s  fbnrth  largest 
building  society,  with  assets 
of  £23  billion,  decided  to  con- 

vert to  being  a   bank  as 

quickly  as  possible. But  the  tens  of  thousands  of 
speculators  who  piled  In  after 
December  31  will  not  get  any 
of  the  free  shares  that  come 
with  the  flotation  which  could 

value  the  group  at  about 
£3  billion.  The  society  has 
refrtsed  to  say  how  big  the 
windfall  will  be  for  the  more 
than  three  million  borrowers 
and  500.000  savers  or  how  it 
will  be  structured,  but  the 
handouts  will  go  to  those  who 

had  at  least  £100  in  their  ac- 
counts, or  loans  of  £100  or 

more,  on  December  31.  Savers 
who  have  had  accounts  for  at 
least  two  years  will  receive 
extra  shares  based  on  the  size 
of  their  balances. 

However  the  society's  plans 
could  be  undermined  if  a 

predator  moved  in  and  of- fered members  more  to  take 
over  the  society.  City  experts 

believe  the  Alliance  is  more 
vulnerable  to  predators  than 
die  Woolwich,  which  recently 
announced  its  flotation,  be- 

cause of  the  unique  structure 
of  its  business,  with  its 

ownership  of  Girobank.  • Peter  White.  Alliance  group 

chief  executive,  said  that 

after  more  than  a   year's  delib- eration on  whether  to  change 

status.  Abbey  National's  pred- atory move  against  the National  &   Provincial  tipped 
the  board  in  favour. 

But  conversion  would  open 

a   new  chapter  in  the  sociey’s 

history,  allowing  it  to  “ex- pand our  share  of  the  residen- tial mortgage  market  widen 

the  range  of  personal  finan- cial services  which  we  pro- 
vide and  develop  the  banking 

services  we  offer  our  corpo- 

rate customers’’.  He  denied 
that  the  society  would  be  on 
the  acquisitions  traiL 
Tbs  Alliance’s  decision 

leaves  only  one  big  building 

society,  the  Nationwide,  sup- 
porting the  mutual  cause which  has  generally  given 

customers  a   better  deal  than 
banks.  The  Nationwide  is 
now  seen  to  be  crucial  to  the 
survival  of  building  societies 

as  mutual  organ  siations. 

Nationwide’s  chief  execu- 

tive, Brian  Davies,  said:  “Cus- tomers have  always  preferred 

building  societies  because 
they  believe  they  get  a   better 
service.  Perhaps  of  late  we 
have  taken  that  loyalty  for 

granted,  and  now  its  time  to 
prove,  what  everyone  already 
knows  —   that  building  societ- 

ies will  always  be  cheaper  in 

the  long  run,  than  banks.” 
Notebook,  page  11;  Outlook, 

page  12 Further  cut  in  base  rate  looks  likely  in  wake  of  IIS  move 

Mark  Tran  in  New  York 

and  Lany  Elliott 

THE  prospect  of  a   fresh  cut 
in  British  borrowing  costs 

was  looming  large  last  night 

after  America’s  central  bank 
cot  its  interest  rates  to  boost 

growth. 

Despite  evidence  yesterday 
that  the  Chancellor,  Kenneth 
Clarke,  and  the  Governor  of 
the  Rank  of  England,  Eddie 

George;  are  already  at  odds 

over  base  rates,  the  move  by 
the  US  Federal  Reserve  was 
being  seen  by  dealers  as  the 

trigger  for  reductions  else- where in  the  world. 
With  economic  expansion 

in  Germany  and  France  slow- 
ing. speculation  was  mount- 
ing that  the  Bundesbank 

might  spring  a   surprise  at 
today's  council  meeting  and 
reduce  official  German  rates. 

Gerard  Lyons,  chief  econo- 
mist with  Japanese  bank 

DKB,  said  that  by  March, 

“there  would  be  scope  for 

lower  rates  in  the  UK,  what- 

ever Eddie  George  says”. British  base  rates  have 
come  down  from  6.75  per  cent 
to  6J25  per  cent  in  two  stages 

since  the  Budget,  but  most  an- 
alysts believe  keeping  the 

economy  robust  ahead  of  the 
election  will  mean  at  least 

one  more  quarter-point  cut even  if  that  spuming 

Mr  George’s  advice. Yesterday’s  move  by  the Fed  came  after  a   meeting  of 

its  policy-making  Open  Mar- ket Committee  and  amid 

mounting  evidence  that  the 

US  economy  has  weakened. 
The  discount  rate,  which 

the  Fed  charges  to  member 
hanks  for  loans,  came  down  to 
5   per  cent  from  5.25  per  cent 

while  the  federal  ftmds  rate  — 
the  rate  banks  charge  each 

otter  for  short  term  loans  — came>&awn  to  5.25  per  cent 

from  5.5p#pcent. 

Notebook,  page  11 

fears  for  the  safety  of  the  Aus- tralian cricket  team,  who  are 

due  to  play  Sri  Lanka  in  Co- lombo in  their  opening  World 

Cup  match  on  February  17. 

They  are  considering  forfeit- 
ing the  game.  Their  coach 

Bobby  Simpson  asked:  “Who 
wants  to  be  around  when 

bombs  are  going  off?” 

In  Colombo  only  the  strip  of 

coastal  road  fronting  the  resi- dence of  President  Chandrika 
Kumaratunga  is  more  heavily 

guarded  than  the  district  hit 
yesterday.  In  the  last  six 

months.  President  Kumara- tunga has  rarely  strayed  from 
the  compound,  and  the  blast 

underscores  her  vulnerability. 
The  suicide  bomb  is  certain  to 

affect  the  government's  efforts 
to  win  support  from  the  ma- 

jority Sinhalese  community 
for  peace  proposals  aimed  at 

ending  the  war. It  is  already  clear  that  the 
Sri  Lankan  authorities  can  no 

longer  protect  the  country’s capital,  even  while  the  mili- tary has  been  mopping  up  the 

remaining  pockets  under 

Tiger  control  in  the  east 
Two  weeks  ago.  the  govern- 

ment put  its  pence  package  he- Turn  to  page  2.  column  7 
Leader  comment,  page  8 

Send  a   baby  box  to 
Bosnia  this  winter 
ftisinfectant.  nappies,  washing 

I/mate  rials  -   not  what  you'd think  of  giving  someone.  But 

for  a   desperate  mother  in Bosnia  trying  to  keep  her 

child  safe  from  infection,  the 

basic  essentials  inside  one  uf 

ourhaby  boxes  would  mean 
the  world. 

Feed  the  Children  will  deliver 

your  box  directly  into  the  hands 
of  mothers  in  Bosnia  - 

many  of  whom  will 

be  sheltering  in 

freezing  schools, factories,  and 

bombed-out houses 

this  winter. Please  send 

a   baby  box  to  Bosnia this  winter  -   help  a 
mother  keep  her  baby  safe. 

■   »   mm*  mmm  wmm  i^m  i^m  imi  mmm  i^m  wmm  imi  <^m  ^m  ^m.  imi  ■ 

With  love  from  o   friend... 
I   CqI  0990  600610  now  id  idl  it  how  many  boby  bows  you  would  like  to  send.  I 

I   OR  please  compfete  mid  return  this  loan.  i 
I   Dene  send   baby  box(es)  at  £30  each  on  my  behalf.  8 

I   I   enclose  0   cheque  fm  £   Hold  ranounl)  mode  payable  to  i 

I   Feed  the  CMdim  I 

I   OR  PIsm  debit  £   from  my  □   Visa  D   Access  C&nMft  I 
I   »-J   L   ...  .   .   ,   .   .   I 

Card 

i   t 

I 

|   Lust  three  dints  of  Switch  card  we. 
Switch  issoe  no. 

I 
I   EiSrv  date 

j   HwuM 

Sjgmtere 

|   Address 

Postcode 

I 

|   If  you  wodd  S(£  to  sen)  a   to  a   Bumm 
|   moihef.  please  send  It  with  ynii  donoliaA  md  we  aril  put ■   ihytuhafaybox.n«iMscod  to:  F*d  the  Oddiin, 

J_DepC  428.  FREEPOST,  faring.  EG!  I6SL 
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Wine  and  cheese, 
whines  and  dosh 

The  Guardian  Thursday  February  1 1996 

Labour  drops  all-women  shortlists 

£%■  V 

Simon  Hoggart 

THE  great  battles  of  his- 
tory —   Agincourt  Gettys- 

burg, the  Labour  Party 

Conference  —   have  always 
spawned  smaller  skirmishes 

on  the  side.  Carthorses  haul 

the  rotting  corpses  from  the 
main  engagement,  but  years 
later  a   pile  of  bones  is  found  in 

a   spinney,  or  a   ploughman's harrow  unearths  a   mangled 
skull. 

In  the  same  manner  there 

are  smaller  affrays  in  Parlia- 
ment. hard  to  hear  above  the 

pounding  artillery  fired  by  the 

party  leaders,  but  equally  vi- 
cious. equally  pitiless. 

One  came  yesterday  after- 
noon. In  front  of  a   largely 

empty  House  ( few  had  stayed 
for  Scottish  questions,  fewer 

were  tempted  in  by  the  pros- 
pect of  G   uinzuer  on  local  gov- 

ernment finance).  John  Spel- 
lar (Lab.  War  ley 

introduced  a   10-Minute  Rule 
bill.  These  never  become  law. 

so  they  exist  only  for  MPs  to 
ra  ise  a   pet  subject  or,  as  in 
this  case,  make  a   venomous 
attack  on  the  other  side. 

Mr  Spellnr's  bill  is  called 
Regula  tion  of  Funding  of  Polit- 

ical Parties.  It  bears  the  same 

relationship  to  legislation  as 

the  phrase  “Who  the  f***  are 
you  lookingat?"  does  to  polite 
discourse. 

Mr  Spellar  sa  id  that  Conser- 

vat  ive  funding  was  "shrouded 
in  mystery  and  obscurity,  and 
the  Prime  Minister  wants  to 

keep  it  that  way.  What  a   per- 
fect example  of  saying  one 

thing  and  meaning  anotlxer!" he  exclaimed,  taunting  the 
Tories  by  annexing  their 
favourite  phrase  of  the 
moment. 

Then  he  got  down  to  the 
business..  Downing  Street  was 
being  openly  used  for  Tory 

jiarty  fund-raising.  The  For- 
eign Secretary  had  been  seek- 

ing money  for  the  party  in 
Hong  Kong,  even  though  he 
was  there  at  publ  ic  expense. 

"The  Prime  Minister  says 
that  the  Tories  raise  all  their 

money  with  wine  and  cheese 

parties.  How  much  wine  and 
cheese  did  they  have  to  stuff 

into  fugitive- Cram -justice  Asil 
Nadir?  He  gave  them  £400,000, 

and  they  were  so  careless  with 
the  papers  that  they  could  not 
provide  the  Official  Receiver 
with  the  relevant  facts  and 

figures. 
‘There  is  a   strong  statisti- 
cal correlation  between  the 

provision  of  ftinds  to  the  Tory 

party,  and  peerages,  knight- 
hoods and  places  oo 

quangos.” 

Mr  Spellar  looked  pleased  to 
have  got  all  that  out,  rather  as 
I   imagine  Princess  Di  glows 
after  an  enema.  Clearly  the 
Tories  needed  a   reply  from 
someone  who  could  match 

him  for  meanness,  scorn,  fe- 
rocity, Intemperance  and  wild 

allegation. 
Cometh  the  hour,  cometh 

the  bastard,  and  David  Shaw 
i.C,  Dover)  rose.  The  bill 

brought  "more  than  a   whiff  of 
hypocrisy.  The  stench  of  hy- 

pocrisy around  this  bill  is  like 
the  stench  in  the  sewers  be- 

fore we  privatised  the  water 

supply." 

The  news  that  human  or- 
dure now  smells  sweeter  as  a 

result  ofTory  policies  was  a 
surprise,  but  Mr  Shaw  surged 
quickly  on.  He  painted  a   vivid 

picture  of  poverty-stricken 
Tories  condemned  to  con- 

sume wine  and  cheese  and 

chicken  dinners. 
"The  chicken  may  not  be  as 

nice  as  it  might  be,  but  at  least 
we  know  we  are  raising  an 

honest  penny!  We  don't  just 
ring  up  a   friendly  union 
leader,  we  do  it  by  a   lot  of  hard 
work!"  Particularly  if  your 

teeth  don't  fit. Mr  Shaw  found  numerous 
examples  of  what  he  called 

Labour's  secret  funding  by 
the  union.  At  each  revelation, 

he  would  say:  Tt's  an  example 
of  saying  one  thing  and  doing 

another." 

Bach  time  his  fellow  Con- 
servatives would  join  in  on  the 

last  three  words.  As  they 

chorused:  . .   and  doing  an- 
other!" it  should  have  sound- 

ed like  a   jolly  pantomime  (one 
vaguely  imagined  Mr  Shaw 

yelling  “Come  on,  boys  and 
girls,  you  can  do  better  than 
that!")  but  it  had  an  end-of-run 
feel  to  it,  lacking  gusto. 

Instead  it  sounded  more  like 
the  mantras  chanted  by  those 

gloomy  Hare  Kris hn as  you  see 
shivering  in  our  city  centres 

— though  why  pacifists  might 

be  in  today's  House  of  Com- 
mons, I   cannot  begin  to  think. 
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Pola  Manzlla  Uddln . . .   favourite  for  Bethnal  Green  and  Bow  now  faces  battle  with  male  rivals  photograph;  martin  arqubs 

Patrick  Wfeitowv  Chief 

i   Pi>HM  CwrMyoiiihrt  - 

LABOUR  yesterday  jet- 

tisoned .its  -policy  of 

all-women  shortlists after  .lawyer*:  warned 

it  could  hot  risk  an -appeal that  might -leave  as  many  as 

,70  parliamenta
ry  

selections In  limbo  right  up  to  the  gen- 

eral election.- 
-   The  move  fallows  the  recent 
industrial  tribunal  ruling 

that  the  policy;  aimed  at  in- 
creasing the  number  of 

Labour  women  MPs  in  the 
House  of.  Commons,  breached 

Britain’s  sex  discrimination 

laws.  At  Us  meeting  in  Lon- 

don yesterday  the  NBC  unani- mously agreed  not  to  appeal 
against  the  ruling,  on  the 
basis  of  legal  advice. 
The  NSC  was  also  warned 

that  if  it  appealed  and  lost  the 
lawfulness  of  theSS  selections 

already  made  from  all- women shortlists  would  be  jeopar- 
dised. As  it  is,  the  35  women 

candidates  in .   Labour  target 
seats  are  regarded  as  legally 
unaffected,  virtually  ensuring 

an  unprecedented  boost  to 
Labour's  39  women  MPs. 
Fresh  selections  open  to men  will  immediately  go 

ahead  in  the  10  constituencies 
which  had  already  started  to 

select  from  all-women  lists. The  national  party  is  hoping 

that  many  of  these  constitu- 
encies will  voluntarily  choose 

women  candidates. 

However, .   in-  a   move  that 
has  infuriated  some  local  par- ; 
ties,  the  NEC  has  decided  to 
defer  selections  in  another  10 

seats,  mainly  in  the  North1 and  Yorkshire,  in  which 

Labour  MPs  are  retiring.  , 

The  postponement  will  give 
a   special  working  party,  in- 

cluding John  Prescott,  the , 

deputy  leader,  at  least  a month  to  see  if  any  lawful 

means  can-be  found  to  exhort 
these  seats  to  select  women. 
Labour  had  been  hoping  to 

persuade  half  of  these  seats  to 
select  women.  However,  toe 

party  is  facing  intense  opposi- tion from  local  parties,  such 
as  Jarrow,  Wans  beck,  and 

Washington,  where  favourite 
sons  have  been  groomed  for 

years. 

Since  the  NEC  had 

scrapped  its  previous  rules 
requiring  each  party  to  in- clude at  least  one  woman  on 

every  shortlist;  it  now  has 
virtually  no  legal  armoury  to 

enforce  -   positive 
discrimination. 

John  -Evans  ’.and.  Dennis 
Skinner  Voted,  against  the 
one-month  delay*  arguing  the 

seats  needed  candidates  as 

soon  as  possible. Clare  Short,  the  former 

party  .women's  spokeswoman, said  she  hoped  all  good  party 

members  would  do  every- 
thing possible  to  select women  candidates. 

NEC  member  and  Hackney 
North  MP  Dianne  Abbott 

said:  “Given  the  legal  advice 

that  we  had  and  the  immi- nence of.  the  general  election 

we  had  no  choice,  but  I   think 

It  is  very  sad." 

The  issue  has  caused  huge 
controversy  within  the  party, 

espdally  once  the  NEC  felt 
forced1  to  impose  all-women 

'   shortlists  on  some  recalci- 
trant parties.  Tony  Blair  had 

never  hidden  his  distaste  for' 
toe  procedure,  but  he  also  rec- ognised toe  party  needed  to 

do  something  to  address  the 
relative  unpopularity  of  the 

party  with  older  women 

voters. 

Labour  officials  insisted 

that  toe  party  stm  expected  to 
more  than  double  its  current 

tally  of  38  women  MPs  at  die election. 

In  an  unrepentant  state- 

ment, toe  NEC  said:  “In  addi- tion to  our  89  Labour  women 
MPs,  Labour  currently  have 
40  women  candidates  selected 

to  fight  winnable  seats  com- 

pared to  the  Tories'  five 
women'  candidates.  In  total 

Labour  have  132  women  can- 
didates and  thin  figure  is 

likely  to  rise. ‘It  is  in.  stark  contrast  with 

toe  abysmal  record  of  the 

Tory  Party  and  is  something of  which,  we  can  be  rightly 

proud." 

The  Conservative  Party 

deputy  chairman,  Michael 

Trend,  tried  to  exploit  toe  de- cision as  another  sign  of 
Labour  hypocrisy,  saying: 

“If  a   selection  procedure  is 

judged  to  be  illegal  then  all 
candidates  picked  under  it 
cannot  be  legitimate  hi  the 

eyes  of  toe  electorate.” 

•   The  NEC  beard  an  apology 

from  the  Shadow  Health  Sec- 
retary. Harriet  Harman,  over 

toe  political  damage  her  deci- 
sion to  send  one  of  her  chil- 
dren to  grammar  schools  had caused  toe  party. 

John  Evans  said  her  deci- sion had  forced  the  party  to 

make  up  its  education  policy 

on  toe  hoof;  as  well  as  provid- 

I   tag  the  Tories  with  a   slogan likely  to  be  used  against  the 

party  right  up  to  the  election. 

Review 

Calling  the  dog 
in  for  dinner 

Opportunity  knocks  again  for  party  men  as  selection  of  candidate  is  thrown  open  in  safe  seats 

Caroline  Sullivan 

Melissa  Etheridge 

Shepherds  Bush  Empire 

THE  words  "lesbian"  and 
"guitar  rocker"  are 
rarely  seen  in  close  prox- 

imity. making  Melissa  Ether- 
idge. who  is  both,  a   pioneer, 

k   d   lang  may  have  opened  the 

closet  door  for  lesbian  pop- 

sters but  musically  she  s Lai's 
within  typically  female 

genres:  the  leather-la  rynxed 
Etheridge,  rm  the  other  hand, 

treads  on  men’s  toes.  Since 
coming  out  three  years  ago  at 

Bill  Clinton's  inaugural  ball, 
the  Kansas  singer  has  brought 

a   trad  itionally  male  genre 
face-to-face  with  lesbianism 

for  the  first  time. 
She  is  one  of  the  few  women 

u»  hove  ventured  into  the  blue- 
collar  end  of  rock  inhabited  by 
ihp  likes  of  Brian  Adams.  It 
ha? certainly  reaped  rewards 
for  her  in  America,  where  her 
five  albums  have  sold  5   mil- 
lion  copies:  but  her  penchant 
for  such  moribund  music  is 
both  painful  and  mystifying 
for  critics  who  would  love  to 
love  her  Her  latest  album. 
Your  Little  Secret,  is  the  kind 
of  thing  hest  left  to  men. 

Fails  of  the  style  cite  its  hon- 
esty and  lack  of  pretension, 

qualities.  Etherulge  personi- 
fies Take  the  lack  of  preten- 
sion: she  .sings  in  the  open- 

throated  rasp  of  i me  calling  a 
il»r»  in  for  d   inner,  and  compe- 

tently plays  a   guitar  slung  in 
front  of  her  berienimed  belly. 

And  honesty?  Her  face  is  su 
sincere  as  she  sings  lines  like 

"Ii'ft  3-26jni  and  I've  got  noth- 

ing left  I   can  say"  that  you would  nor  hesitate  to  buy  a 
secondhand  car  from  her.  The 

working-class  hero  persona 
has  been  making  careers  since 
rock  was  invented:  Bruce 

Springsteen  built  an  empire 
on  less.  Etheridge,  however, 
does  not  possess  the  magic 
tha  t   can  make  songs  about 
Midwestern  suburbs  special. 
What  she  does  have  is  oodles 

of  perkiness.  That  sets  her 
apart  from  her  largely  female 
audience,  who  grimly  cheered 
every  identical-sounding  riff. 
Etheridge  seems  a   sort  of  nice 

gal's  gal  who  might  not  take  to women  in  Lesbian  Avengers T-shirts. 

Few  of  the  tunes  are  gender- 
specific.  and  even  fewer  have 

anything  you  describe  as  a   po- 
1   i   tical  conten  t;  an  exception 

was  the  very  long  Shriner's 
Park,  but  that  was  more  con- 

cerned with  disenchantment 
with  the  American  dream 

than  with  being  famous,  fe- male and  gay. 

Essentially,  Etheridge's repertoire  is  full  of  generic 
love-songs  that  would  sound 

the  same  wailed  by  Brian  Ad- 
ams or  Belinda  Carlisle.  The 

difference  is  that  they  usually 

manage  to  insert  a   couple  of 
hooklines  in  their  tunes.  The 
male  bassist,  drummer  and 

guitarist  did  their  best  to  im- 
part 1   il'e.  but  there  is  only  so much  a   fellow  can  do. 

Yet  the  set  was  received 

with  genuflecting  rapture. 
Such  a   reaction  would  be 
understandable  in  America, 
where  almost  any  female  with 
an  electric  guitar  excites 

slack-jawed  admiration:  Lon- 
don audiences  are  more  dis- 

criminating, so  why  was  this 
sold-out  house  so  excited 
about  such  unexciting  music? 

This  review  appeared  in  later 
editions  yesterday. 

Martin  Linton 

POLA  Manzila  Uddln  still has  high-  hopes  of  be- 
coming the  first  Aslan 

woman  MP,  but  she  will 
have  to  beat  male  rivals 
now  women-only  shortlists 
have  been  dropped. 
Mrs  Uddln  was  widely 

tipped  to  become  Labour’s candidate  for  Bethnal 
Green  and  Bow,  one  of  the 

party's  safest  seats  In  east London,  when  the  contest 
was  restricted  to  women. 

Yesterday's  decision 
means  the  contest  is  offi- 

cially frozen  for  a   month, 
but  is  expected  to  be 

thrown  open.  “The  party's 

faced  with  a   general  short- 
list, whether  it  likes  It  or 

not."  says  Mrs  Uddln. 

Leading  male  contenders 
are  ready  to  throw  their 

hats  back  In  the  ring,  in- 
cluding the  mayor  .of  Tower 

Hamlets,  Gulam  Mortuza, 

and  the  education  commit- 
tee chairman.  Abdul  Asad. 

It  already  seems  odds-on 
that  Labour's  candidate 
will  be  from  the  Bengali 
community,  especially  as 
the  Conservatives  have 

picked  a   Bengali  candidate. 
Dr  Kaber  Choudhury . 

Party  officials  were 
rather  relieved  to  be  able  to 

impose  an  all-women  short- list after  the  tensions  that 

built  up  between  the  sup- 

porters of  different  Bangla- 
deshi candidates.  They  fear 

that  &   free-for-all  will  in- 
vite a   return  of  ail  the 

membership  irregularities 

and  suspensions  they  en- 
countered last  year. 

Mrs  Uddin,  deputy  leader 
of  the  council,  aged  36,  may 

seem  like  a   safer  bet 
But  some  of  tbe  northern 

constituencies  that  would 
have  bad  to  choose  from 
women-only  shortlists  now 
seem  likely  to  pick  men. 
Leeds  North-east,  who 
picked  Liz  Davies  only  to 
have  her  rejected  by  the 
National  Executive  last 

year,  could  turn  to  the  man 
who  contested  the  seat  In 

1992.  Leeds  councillor  Fa-  i 

bian  Hamilton  was  being 

encouraged  by  party  mem- bers yesterday  to  apply. 

Another  nine  mainly 
northern  safe  Labour  seats 

expected  to  be  freed  from 
the  requirement  to  have  an 
all-women  shortlist  will  at- 

tract a   scramble  among 

Labour  hopefuls.  They  in- clude Jarrow,  Houghton 
and  Washington  East, 

Wansbeck,  Barnsley  East 

and  Mexboroagh,  Went- 
wortb,  Bradford  West,  Don- 

caster Central,  Leicester 

West,  and  Gower  in  Wales. 
Labour  has  said  it  does 

not  intend  to  re-run  the 
selections  in  35  seats  that 

have  picked  candidates 
from  all-women  shortlists. 

but  in  law  it  is  open  to ' 
people  to  challenge  the  de- 

cision in  individual  seats,  j 

In  a   few  seats  all-women 
shortlists  were  imposed 

against  vociferous  opposi- 
tion of  local  activists  or  for- 
mer candidates.  In  Slough, 

Berkshire,  Labour's  1992 candidate  Eddie  Lopez, 

beaten  by  514  votes  in  the election,  put  up  a   fight 

against  women-only  short- 
lists. When  one  was  Im- 

posed, his  wife  Brenda tried  to  win  the  candidacy, 
but  was  beaten  by  Fiona 

Mactaggart  chairwoman  of 
Liberty.  She  has  been 

backed  by  local  party  chair- man Mike  Thorpe,  and  a 

challenge  seems  unlikely. 

rr$  fiWfLYjs  LIST . 

Ecstasy  death  caused  by  wa*er|SBaSSS^c£to^ 
Alex  Bellos 

Ecstasy  victim  Leah 
Betts  probably  died 
from  a   combination  of 

the  drag  and  drinking  too 
much  water,  an  inquest  was 
told  yesterday. 

The  Essex  A- level  student 
who  fell  into  a   coma  at  her 

18th  birthday  party  last  No- 
vember, had  used  drugs,  in- 
cluding ecstasy,  before,  the 

inquest  at  Chelmsford,  heard.  ‘ John  Henry,  consultant 

physician  at  the  National  Poi- sons Unit,  said  the  most  likely 
reason  for  her  death  was  that 

the  water  she  drank  made  her 
brain  cells  swell,  causing 
brain  damage.  For  a   small 
number  of  people  the  drug 

hindered  the  kidneys’  ability 
to  process  water  so  drinking 
only  a   few  litres  was  enough 
to  saturate  the  brain.  Tests 
showed  she  had  drunk  more 
than  three  litres. 

"If  Leah  had  taken  the  drug 

alone  she  might  well  have 

survived.  If  she  had  drunk  the 
amount  of  water  alone  she 

would  have  survived." Leah  died  in  a   coma  six 
days  after  taking  the  drug  at 
her  home  in  Maldon,  Essex. 
The  coroner.  Dr  Malcolm 

Weir,  recorded  a   verdict  of  ac- 
cidental death  caused  by  non- 

dependent  use  of  drugs. 
Leah's  friend  Sarah  Cargill 

in  a   statement  read  out  in 

court,  said  she  had  taken  ec- 
stasy four  tunes  with  Leah. 

They  had  also  once  bought  a 

£5  bag  of  “speed",  a   powdered 

amphetamine,  in  Raquei’s Nightclub  La  BaaUdon. 
Sarah  said  she  and  Leah 

wanted  to  take  ecstasy  at  the 

party  and  contacted  a   friend whose  boy  friend  could  get 

some.  They  took  a   tablet  each 
at  about  8pm. 
Sarah  said  she  saw  Leah 

smoking  cannabis  and  drink- 
ing alcohol  during  the  party. 

"At  around  midnight  Leah 

said  she  was  feeling  unwell 
and  they  went  upstairs  to  the bathroom.  On  the  way  up  she 

fell  over.  She  couldn't  walk 

properly.  She  started  drink- ing water,  I   believe  about  six 

or  seven  cups," 
Paul  and  Janet  Betts,  her 

father  and  step-mother,  who 
were  at  the  party,  said  their 

son.  William,  told  them  Leah 
was  unwell.  Mrs  Betts  saw 

Leah  “looking  like  something 

out  of  a   horror  film".  Her  pu- 
pils were  very  dilated  and  she 

vomited  violently  into  the lavatory. 

"Then  she  said  her  face  was 

going  numb,  then  she  said  her  , 
legs  were  going  numb,  at 

which  stage  her  legs  col- 
lapsed," Mrs  Betts  said.  i 

Both  parents  moved  her, 
screaming  with  pain  in  her 
head  and  stomach,  into  her  i 
bedroom  to  lay  her  down  in 
toe  recovery  position.  They 

had  difficulty  at  first  as  her  1 legs  were  moving uncontrollably. 

Once  she  was  still  she 
started  to  snore.  Mr  Betts,  a 

former  policeman,  then  no-  ' 
ticed  she  had  stopped  breath- 

ing. "There  was  no  sound: 
there  was  no  movement  It 
was  one  of  those  things  where 

you  don’t  really  believe  it." 
He  gave  her  resuscitation 

mouth  to  mouth  until  an  am- bulance arrived. 
In  toe  few  minutes  before 

she  lost  consciousness  Leah 

told  her  father  she  had  taken 

ecstasy  twice  before.  Those 
tablets  had  been  embossed 

with  a   dove  but  the  fatal  tab- 
let had  an  apple  motif. 
Doctor  Alistair  Short,  who 

was  on  duty  at  the  Broomfield 
Hospital  when  Leah  arrived, 

said  her  brain  showed  evi- 
dence. of  “coning”,  when 

swelling  causes  tbe  brain  to 
squash  downwards  in  a   cone 
shape,  often  inducing  a   coma. 

After  the  Inquest,  Mr  Betts 
said  he  and  his  wife  hoped 

young  people  would  get  toe 
message  that  it  was  ecstasy 
that  killed  their  child  and  not water. 

“It  was  the  drug  in  the  first 

place  which  caused  her 
death."  he  said. 

continued  from  page  1 

fore  parliament,  where  it  must 

win  toe  support  of  a   two- thirds  majority  before  being 
put  to  a   referendum.  The  plan 

proposes  devolving  power  to 

regional  councils. 
The  government  said  yester- day’s attack  was  intended  to 

enrage  hardliners'  among  toe 

majority  Sinhalese  commu- nity who  have  been  opposing 

any  concession  to  the  Tamil 
minority.  The  Tigers  have 
rejected  the  package. 

“It  is  unfortunate  that  it 

comes  at  a   tone  when  toe  gov- ernment has  so  emphatically 
placed  before  the  country,  and 

is  seeking  to  arrive  at  a   con- 
sensus on.  the  devolution  of 

power  to  redress  Tamil  griev- 
ances," said  Ravinath  Arya- 

singhe.  a   foreign  minister 

spokesman. Mr  Aryasinghe  said  the 
rebels  “probably  fear  that,  if 
toe  problem  la  solved,  they 

will  be  marginalised." At  toe  weekend.  President 

Kumaratunga  met  more  than 

1,000  Buddhist  monks  in  an 
effort  to  win  their  support  for 

the  plan,  which  would  give 

regional  councils  power  over 
land,  police  and  investment She  repeated  her  argument 

by  now  familiar,  that  toe  cri- sis is  political  and  ethnic  in nature  —   and  not  merely 
terrorism  that  can  be  fought 
with  military  force. 

However,  yesterday's  attack 
gives  the  upper  hand  to  Sinha- lese hawks  and  will  make  it 

more  difficult  to  sell  Mrs  Ku- 
maratunga's  peace  plan,  it 
was  widely  expected  that  the 
Tigers  would  hit  toe  capital  in 
retaliation  for  toe  loss  of  their 

military  headquarters  —   toe guerrillas  are  notorious  for 

their  patience. 
Police  investigations  into 

the  suicide  bombings  that 

have  become  toe  Tigers’  trade- mark have  uncovered  an  intri- 

cate system  of  “sleepers"  who infiltrate  the  capital  months, sometimes  even  years,  before 

they  are  deployed  as  human 

bombs.  • 
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Hie  Rev  Brian  Brown,  and  a   scene  from  one  of  the  animated  cartoons,  The  Story  Keepers,  which  were  his  brainchild  and  have  been  a   hit  in  the  US 
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-century  Rome  and 

launched  a   po- Christjans.  At  risk 

jovial,  overweight 
.   his  beautiful  wife, 
id  the  cute  posse  of 

orphans  they  have  taken 
under  their  wing. 

What  follows,  is  13  action- 
packed  animated  videos, 
charting  their  fortunes  as 

they  pit  their  wits  —   and  faith 
—   against  the  evil  Nero  and 

his  sycophantic  henchmen. 
This  is  The  Story  Keepers, 

which  took  the  American 

home  video  market  by  storm 
when  the  first  instalment 

stole  a   march  on  Disney's  Po- cahontas, beating  it  to  the  top 
of  the  charts  last  month. 

What  galls  the  multi-mil- 
lion pound  animation  indus- 

try even  more  Is  that  they 

have  missed  out  on  the  poten- 
tial of  one  of  the  oldest  stories 

of  all  —   the  Gospel.  For 
woven  into  the  adventures  of 
the  first-century  family  are 

large  chunks  of  the  Ufa  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  told  by  Ben  to 
fellow  Christians  in  the 

underground  movement 
The  man  behind  the  video 

hit  is  a   retired  lecturer  and 
Methodist  minister,  the  Rev 

Brian  Brown,  who  spent  10 
years  trudging  around 
church  leaders  trying  to  find 

backers  for  his  dream  of 

bringing  the  Good  News  to  an 
“unchurched  generation.” 
Mr  Brown,  wbo  was  for  20 

years  a   lecturer  in  religious 

education  at  Oxford  Polytech- 

nic, mortgaged  his  house  sev- eral times  over  and  even  flew 
to  the  Vatican  to  pray  with 

the  Pope's  adviser  on  televi- sion as  part  of  his  lobbying 
for  financial  backing. 

Finally,  a   coalition  of  Irish 
churches  introduced  him  to 
Christian  businessmen  who 

put  up  the  £4  million  to  make 

the  video  with  a   Hollywood- based  team  of  animators.  Ten 

per  cent  of  profits  will  go  back 
to  the  Irish  churches. 
Mr  Brown  yesterday  told 

representatives  of  British 
churches  at  the  first  British 

viewing:  “Church  leaders  are 
desperately  worried  about  the biblical  illiteracy  of  young 

people.  This  is  a   tool  of  evan- 
gelism. bringing  the  word  of 

Jesus  to  milUons  outside  the 

church." 

The  video  is  expected  toseU 

500,000  copies  per  episode 

in  the  US  —   another  two  epi- 
sodes are  being  released  in 

March  —   and  the  interest  of 

major  companies  has  now- been  triggered.  Mr  Brown  Ls 
negotiating  with  British 

broadcasters  and  video  com- panies over  British  rights  as 
well  as  Tor  a   feature  film  in 
the  US. 

The  book  of  the  video  —   in 
several  versions  for  different 

age  groups  —   is  due  out  in Britain  and  the  US  next 
month.  Story  Keepers  will 
also  come  out  on  CD  Rom. 

After  that  come  the  mer- chandise agreements:  mugs, 

pens,  soft  toys,  blow  up  char- acters. Jesus  Christ  may  yet 

get  his  cartoon  face  on  sham- 
poo bottles,  sweets,  knap- sacks and  a   million  other 

knick-knacks. 
"There's  no  questions  it 

will  make  millions.  But  it  is 
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not  purely  a   commercial  oper- ation." Mr  Brown  said. 
it  is  not  often  that  the  Dean 

of  Christ  church  College,  the 
Archbishop  of  Dublin  and  a 
host  of  other  biblical  and 
theological  scholars  get  their 
names  on  the  credits  of  a 

video  cartoon. 

But.  as  Mr  Brown  ex- 
plained, Story  Keepers  is  the 

fruit  of  years  of  ecumenical 
discussions  and  expert  advice 
and  has  won  the  approval  of 
Christians  as  diverse  as  the 

Vatican  and  Bible  Beit  Ameri- cans. 

Representatives  from  the 
Salvation  Army,  the  United 
Reform  and  Baptist  churches 

were  delighted,  and  nobody 

was  canting  about  commer- cialisation- As  the  Rev  GeolT 
Shattock.  a   Baptist  minister, 

put  it:  “This  is  going  to  intro- 
duce the  Gospel  in  a   post- 

Christian  era." 

Split  reaction 

as  Eva  Peron’s 
ghost  walks 
Calvin  Situ 
In  Buenot  Aires 

PAT  ONS  at  the  Patago- 
nia restaurant  in  Bue- 

nos Aires  were  expect- 
ing a   qtiet  dinner  when, 

suddenly, 'the  wail  of  sirens 

pierced  tl  s'  air.  In  walked  Ma- donna —   trat  she  looked  like 
Eva  Pero  u   dressed  in  a   1950s 

black,  fit  id  dress  with  a   big 

skirt,  hei  hair  in  a   chignon 

and  her  b   je  eyes  now  brown. 

"The  wiole  room  gasped,” 
said  Com  Hay.  an  American 

writer  wi  >   was  in  the  restau- 
rant. “It  t   as  the  ghost  of  Eva 

Peron.” 

Contra  ?rsy  about  Madon- 
na’s suita  lility  to  play  the  for- 
mer Arg<  itine  first  lady  has 

surround  d   the  singer  since 

she  arrh  >d  in  Buenos  Aires 
almost  a   ortnight  ago  to  star 
in  the  II  n   of  Andrew  Lloyd 

Webber's  nusicai  Evita. 
It  is  no  hard  to  see  why  the 

producer  picked  a   pop  star 

experien  ed  at  playing  sexu- 
ally char  ed  roles  for  the  part 

of  Peron  n   a   film  expected  to 

portray  Argentina's  legend- 
ary first  ady  as  an  opportun- ist who  slept  her  way  to 

power,  lut  a   bitter  debate 
continue  over  whether  she  is 

fit  to  pc  tray  Per6n.  whom 

many  Ai  ;en tines  consider  a 
saint  ,   .   , 

Every  day,  hundreds  or 
screamlr ;   tons,  many  with 

"Madonja,  we  love  you” 
scrawled  across  their  bodies, 

gather  oi  side  her  hoteL "Madtfiina  Is  the  right 

choice  Tai  this  movie  because 

she,  like  Svita.  is  one  oT  the 

common  *ople,"  said  Jorge Gutierns.  a   transvestite 

dressed  b   a   garish  lace  outfit 

like  one  hat  was  similar  to 

one  w   ich  was  her 
trademar.  t   ,   f 

It  is  piscisely  that  image 

which  offi  rids  die-hard  Peron
. 

lsts.  Th<v  maintain  that 

Madonna  a   unfit  to  portray 

the  wife  of  General  Jua
n 

Perdn,  th?  populist  stro
ng- 

man who  ominated  post-war 

Argentine  politics  for  nearly 

three  deca  les. 

Days  bt  bre  Madonna  h
ad 

arrived  i   Buenos  Aire
s, 

hardliner!  had  scrawle
d  graf- 

fiti arounl  the  capital  
that 

read:  "£v  ia  lives!  Ma
donna, 

net  out!”  1   ie  Argentine  in
- 

dent. Cori  s   Menem,  a   P
eron- 

isL  told  newspapers  
that  the 

Madonna . . .   ‘unsuitable* 
say  local  politicos 

musical  is  "a  libellous' inter- 
pretation of  Evita's  life”  and that  Madonna  was  unsuitable 

for  the  role. 

Congressional  deputies 
have  called  for  Madonna,  her 

co-star,  Antonio  Banderas, 
the  film's  director,  Alan 
Parker,  and  the  rest  of  the 
cast  to  be  declared  persona 

non  grata. These  sharply  contrasting 
sentiments  about  a   film  that 

has  yet  to  begin  production 
and  is  not  scheduled  for 

release  until  November  illus- 
trate the  depth  of  feeling  still 

engendered  in  Argentina  by 
the  name  Ferfin,  43  years 

after  Evita's  death  and  21 
years  after  the  death  of  her 

husband.  Each  year  on  Evi- 
ta's birthday,  on  Peronist 

Day,  and  on  the  anniversary 
of  her  death,  devotees  take 

roses  and  wreaths  to  the  fam- 

ily tomb, 
Maria  Eva  Duarte  de  Perfo 

came  to  Buenos  Aires  from 

the  Argentine  provinces  at 

the  age  of  15  and  became  a 

mode!  and  B-movie  actress. 

Through  her  wits  and  dall
i- 

ances, she  rose  to  become  the 

mistress  of  Gen  Peron,  whom
 

she  married  while  he  was 

Argentina’s  vice-president
, 

subsequently  to  become  pre
si- 

dent As  the  country  s   first 

lady,  she  built  hospital
s, 

schools  and  nurseries  a
nd 

pushed  through  women
's  suf- frage. Her  visits  to  lepers, lunches  with  the  poor,  and 

attacks  on  wraith  —   became
 

legendary. 
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Ministers  pass  tax  buck  to  councils 
James  Melkfe  and 
David  Brindle 

THE  Government  passed 
the  spending  buck  East 

night  to  local  authorities 
and  Increased  the  pressure  on 

April's  council  tax  bills. 
Ministers  faced  with  an- 

other wipe-out  in  the  May 
local  elections  prepared  to 

blame  Liberal  Democrat-  and 
Labour-run  councils  for  large 
rises  in  local  taxes  despite 

Treasury  forecasts  that  aver- age bills  could  rise  by  8   per 
cent 
The  Government  even 

relaxed  some  spending  curbs 

yesterday  on  the  proviso  that 

the  extra  money  went  to  edu- 
cation and  social  services  or 

to  police  authorities  as  White- 
hall grant  rises  by  2J3  per  cent 

and  overall  spending  by  3.2 

percent 

But  the  tactic,  made  dear 

as  MPs  confirmed  next  year's local  government  spending 
settlement,  provoked  outrage 
from  the  Opposition,  which 

accused  ministers  of  effec- 
tively taking  back  half  or  the 

ip  In  the  pound  Income  tax 
cut  announced  in  the  Budget- 

Labour,  desperate  to  avoid 

horror  stories  of  excess  under 

municipal  socialism  resurfac- 
ing in  the  run-up  to  the  gen- 

eral election,  said  that  coun- 
cil tax  payers  would  face  a 

£3-5  billion  extra  bill  over 

three  years  —   equivalent  to 
2p  in  the  pound  on  income 
tax. 

Fire  brigades,  help  for  the 

elderly,  and  other  services  all 
faced  cuts  next  year  as  a 
result  of  what  Opposition 

MPS  described  as  the  “fantasy 
finance  racket"  operated  by the  Tories  in  the  way  grants 

were  determined. These  favoured  the  13  or  14 

Tory-run  authorities,  espe- 
cially Westminster  council  in 

London. 
The  political  arm-wrestling 

In  the  Commons  came  as 
social  service  chiefs  warned 
that  care  homes  and  day  cen- 

tres might  dose,  and  charges 

for  home  helps  and  day  cen- 

tres rise,  because  the  Govern- 
ment had  short-changed  local 

authorities  by  nearly  £100 
million. 

John  Gammer,  the  Envi- 
ronment Secretary,  told  the 

Commons:  “We  take  the  view 
that  local  taxpayers  should 

properly  fund  a   siighly  larger 
proportion  of  the  costs  of 

their  local  services.”  The settlement  included  a   4.5  per 

cent  increase  in  provision  for 
education  and  a   6.9  per  cent 
increase  for  personal  social 
services.  "We  were  told  by 
councils  that  these  were  the 

top  priorities,"  he  said. 

"But  there  are  already 

signs  that  councils  are  seek- ing to  use  that  money  for 

other  purposes." 

Local  decisions  would  be  a 
measure  of  whether  Labour 

and  Liberal  Democrat  coun- 
cils “say  one  thing  and  do  an- 

other”,  Mr  Gummer  declared. There  was  no  favouritism 

for  individual  councils.  Allo- 
cations were  based  on  objec- 

tive assessments. 

Total  standard  spending  — 

the  sum  which  the  Govern- ment thinks  councils  need  in 

order  to  provide  a   standard 

level  of  services  —   for  Eng- 
land Tor  1996/97  will  be  £44.93 

billion.  Whitehall  grant  will 

be  £35.6  billion. The  shadow  environment 
secretary.  Frank  Dobson, 
said:  "Council  taxpayers  will 

end  up  paying  more  and  get- 
ting less.  This  is  a   perfect  ex- 

ample of  the  Government  giv- 
ing  with  one  band  and  taking 

away  with  the  other." 

Mr  Dobson  added:  "The 
level  the  Government  has  set 

for  the  coming  year  is  £1 

billion  lower  Uian  councils 
are  actually  spending  this 

year,  before  taking  into  ac- 
count inflation. “Councillors  will  be  faced 

with  the  dilemma  of  cutting 
services  or  facing  the  wrath 
of  the  auditor  and  the  courts. 

Sir  Jeremy  Beecham,  chair- 
man of  the  Association  of 

Metropolitan  Authorities 
said  that  the  3.3  per  cent  In 
crease  allowed  for  by  the  Gov 
emment  would  be  whittled 

down  by  £100  million  to  cover 

local  government  reorganisa- tion and  E41B  million  needed 

to  spend  on  care  in  the  com 
munity  programmes. 
Concern  from  the  Assoc ia 

tion  of  Directors  of  Social  Ser- 
vices also  centres  on  govern 

ment  changes  which  increase 
the  money  paid  by  local  au 
thorities  on  behalf  of  people 

living  in  residential  or  nurs 

ing  homes  under  the  commu- 
nity care  system. 

Ministers  allowed  £45  mil- lion to  help  councils  In  Eng 
land,  but  the  ADSS  and  the 
local  authority  associations 
believe  that  £141  million  is 
needed. 

IIS  ‘spies’  dash  Bosnian  hopes 
Martin  Wafk*r 
In  Washington 

THE  Bosnian  peace  deal, 
hailed  as  a   significant 

diplomatic  success  by 
the  United  States,  is  highly 

unstable  and  the  region  can 
be  expected  to  plunge  back 
into  war  once  American 

troops  leave  at  the  end  of  the 

year,  according  to  a   leaked 
top-secret  US  intelligence 

report  prepared  for  the  White 

House. European  troops  may  stay 

longer  but  they  too  will  with- 
draw "after  a   decent  interval” 

—   leaving  a   highly  dangerous 
situation  in  Much  Croatia 
will  dominate  Bosnia  and  is 

prepared  to  use  force  to 
recover  Eastern  Slavonia. 
“The  former  combatants 

share  a   deep  mutual  mistrust 
and  will  continue  to  seek  to 

achieve  their  fundamental 

goals,  rather  .than  accommo- dation, even  as  the  Dayton 

agreement  proceeds,”  the 
report  says.  "They  will  see 
compromise  as  a   zero-sum 
game  and  attempt  to  divide 
and  manipulate  the  Interna- 

tional community  In  the  way 

the  accords  are  implemented." Published  yesterday  In  the 
conservative  Washington 

Times,  the  leaked  report  is 
the  draft  version  of  a   National 
Intelligence  Estimate,  the 
condensed  assessment  of  US 

intelligence  agencies.  It  also 
details  the  further  intelli- 

gence studies  which  are  to  be 

compiled  by  the  Defence  Intel- 
ligence Agency  on  the  pros- 

pects that  a   military  balance 
can  be  achieved  in  the  future. 

Its  publication  came  as 
France's  president,  Jacques 

Chirac,  arrived  in  Washing- 
ton on  a   state  visit  intended  to 

celebrate  the  return  of  the 
French  to  the  Nato  fold  and 

cooperation  with  the  US. “Minor  violations  [of  the 

Dayton  accords]  are  expected 
while  the  Nato  force  is  in 

place,"  the  report  says  hope- 

fully, but  not  "major  mu- breaks  of  violence  that 
threaten  the  renewal  of 

hostilities". 

US  policy  in  arming  and 

training  the  Bosnians  is  de- 
scribed as  "a  delicate 

orchestration  process  to  en- 
sure that  the  parties  do  not 

simply  prepare  for  another 

round  of  conflict”. 
Noting  that  all  sides  are exhausted  and  war-weary,  the 

report  stops  short  or  saying  a 
new  war  Is  inevitable  once 
the  US  and  other  Nato  troops 

leave. But  that  is  the  outcome 
which  is  expected,  along  with 
a   Croatian  dominance  that 

will  take  much  of  the  mean- 

ing from  Bosnia-Herzegovi- na's  vaunted  sovereignty. 

The  report  says  interna- 
tional actors  —   including 

Russia.  Iran  and  other 
Islamic  states  —   are  not  ex- 

pected to  undermine  the  Day- 
ton  accords,  "although  these 
and  other  stales  will  back  one 
side  or  another  In  disputes 
over  interpreting  the 

agreement". 

It  says:  "Iran  and  other  Is- lamic states  and  movements 
are  clearly  anxious  to  use  the 
foothold  they  have  established 

in  Bosnia  and  Croatia  to  ad- vance their  regional  and  global 

interests.  The  Islamic  volun- 

teers will  not  go  quietly.” 
The  US  intelligence  sum- 

mary. which  echoes  the  pessi- mistic assessments  of  many 

within  the  Bosnian  govern 

ment.  could  cause  consider- able embarrassment,  particu 

larly  with  Croatia,  which  Is 

described  as  "the  big  winner" 
in  the  war. 

“Zagreb's  military  strategy 

is  —   and  will  continue  to  be 

—   designed  to  prevent  Mus- 
lims from  linking  their  Bihac 

holdings  with  the  central 
Muslim  heartland,"  it  says. "Bosnian  Serbs  are  In  no 

shape  to  resist  a   combined 
Croat-Muslim  offensive,  but 

they  can  resist  the  Muslims  if 

the  latter  act  alone." 

The  intelligence  assessment 
is  based  largely  on  reports 
sent  back  to  Washington  of 

the  special  Central  Intelli- 
gence Agency  task  forces  who have  been  deploying  in  the 

region  since  the  ceasefire  was 

agreed  in  October. 

Bringing  together  satellite- imaging  analysts,  political 
and  economic  experts,  and 

psychological  warfare  and 

propaganda  teams,  the  CIA task  forces  represent  the  most 

intense  US  intelligence  effort 
since  the  Gulf  war. 
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^JgJ^TehelMswrong with  Catherine  Bennett  and  her  Ellc?  The  Prince  of  Wales  reads,  prays, 

loves  the  theatre  and  music,  tells  jokes,  likes  a   dry  martini — and  works  his  bull  off  to  help 

deprived  young  people  find  a   future.  He  detests  the  destruction  of  the  environment  and 

supports  multi-cuituraiism  —   issues  most  Guardian  readers  would  take  extremely  seriously. 
Does  all  that  merit  the  hostility  and  contempt  dished  out  by  chattering  hacks  like  Bennett? 

NEWS  3 
New  issue  OUT  NOW ! 

“I  am  rich. 

There’s  no  point 

denying  it.” 

Bel  Mooney,  Letters  page  8 

1 

This  month  in  Q,  Damon  Albarn 
comes  clean  about  life  in  Blur: 

the  fraught  relationships,  the 
financial  rewards  and  his  plans 

for  a   Great  Escape  from  the Beatles  of  Brilpop. 

Crack,  kids  and 
firefighting  with 

Coolio;The  showbiz  childhood 

and  all-Canadian  angst  of  Aianis 
Morissette;Neil  Diamond  on 

marriage, moolah  and  misery, 

and -cue  theramin!  -   the 

definitive  story  of  the  Beach 
Boys’  sun-soaked  ’60s  heyday. We’re  with  the 

Banned!  Q’s  guide 

to  the  records  you  weren’t 
supposed  to  hear.  And  what  the 
hell  does  The  National  Lottery think  it  is? 

in  the  world’s  only 
climate-controlled 

Reviews  section:  Lou  Reed,Thin 

Lizzy,  Beatles.  Ministry,  Eazy-E, 

and  Babylon  Zoo. 

3   Drugs'.  Ori
nkip^'- 

All  THE  l*EOI*LE,SO  MANY  I'EOI’LE. 
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4   BRITAIN       . 
Judge  warns  of  jail  term  as  Customs  hunt  goes  on  for  mastermind 

Woman  police  officer 
guilty  of  £20m  gold  fraud 
Duncan  CampbeH 
Crime  Correspondent 

A   WOMAN  police  offi- 
cer was  yesterd

ay 

convicte
d  

of  Involve-
 

ment in  a   complex
 

£20  million 
 
gold  bullion 

 
smug- 

gling fraud. 

The  case  may  be  the  last  of 
its  Kind  because  the  Law  on 
the  importation  of  gold  has 
now  been  changed. 

Lucie  Gilmore,  aged  25.  of 
Bridgnorth.  Shropshire,  a   pat- 

rol officer  based  in  Telford 
with  West  Mercia  police,  wept 
at  Knightsbridge  crown  court 
in  London  when  the  jury 
returned  its  10-2  verdict  after 
six  hours  of  deliberation. 

Mathew  Drape,  her  police- 
man boyfriend  and  the  lather 

of  her  4 -month -old  daugh- 
ter, collapsed. 

Ms  Gilmore  will  not  be  sen- 
tenced for  at  least  a   month 

while  social  inquiry  reports 
are  prepared.  She  was 
granted  bail  by  Judge  Chris- 

topher Hordern,  QC,  who 
warned  her  that  this  was  not 
a   guarantee  that  she  would 
receive  a   non-custodial  sen- 

tence. The  maxiumum  penal- 
ty is  seven  years. 
Her  father,  Michael  Gil- 

more. aged  53,  a   former  offi- 
cer with  the  same  force,  also 

of  Bridgnorth,  has  pleaded 
guilty  and  will  be  sentenced 
on  Friday. 

Surinder  Kumar,  aged  32,  of 
Sutton  Coldfield,  was  con- 

victed on  Tuesday  and  will 
also  be  sentenced  later. 
Three  other  men  are  still 

being  sought  in  connection 
with  the  fraud:  jeweller  Jee- 
van  Kan  da.  who  is  believed 

by  Customs  to  have  master- 

minded the  operation;  his 

girlfriend  Rekha  Sehdev,  both 
believed  to  be  on  the  Indian 
sub-continent  and  Harish  Ku- 

mar, a   Dubai  businessman. 
In  1992,  the  law  was 

changed  so  that  VAT  on  gold 
is  now  only  payable  when  it  is 
turned  into  jewellery.  A   Cus- 

toms spokesman  said  yester- 
day that  this  has  almost 

eradicated  such  gold  smug- 

gling frauds. Jim  McGregor,  deputy  chief 
investigation  officer  with 
Customs  and  Excise,  said: 

“This  was  a   fraud  on  a   very 
large  scale  by  determined  in- 

about  the  Gilmores'  smug- 
gling tripe  to  Belgium  and 

Luxembourg.  The  informa- 
tion was  passed  to  Customs. 

Customs  were  already  in- 
vestigating the  other  end  of 

the  fraud,  which  started  in 

July  1991  when  Kanda  opened 
an  account  with  a   gold  dealer 
called  Stevens  NV  In  Brus- 

sels. A   total  of  three  tonnes  of 
gold  bullion  worth  £20  million 
was  eventually  bought,  all 

paid  for  in  cash.  The  gold  it- 
self was  collected  in  Luxem- 

bourg where  it  was  com- 
pletely tax  free. 

The  gold  was  then 

This  was  a   fraud  on  a   very  large  scale 

by  determined  individuals,  two  of  whom 
were  supposed  to  be  on  the  side  of  law 

and  order* — Jim  McGregor,  Customs 
deputy  chief  investigation  officer 

dividuals,  two  of  whom  were 
supposed  to  be  on  the  side  of 
law  and  order."  He  added  that 
it  was  “very  sad"  to  see  a 

young  policewoman’s  career rained.  He  believed  her  father 
bore  a   heavy  responsibility 
for  her  Involvement 
Ms  Gilmore  was  only  held 

after  her  former  boyfriend, 
Robert  Davis,  had  been  ar- 

rested for  alleged  blackmail 
Davis,  an  accountancy  stu- 

dent, had  been  owed  £3,000  by 
Michael  Gilmore  and  had  sent 
him  a   note  threatening  to  tell 

the  authorities  all  about  “Lu- 
cie’s gold  smuggling  activi- 
ties." The  Gilmores  reported 

him  to  the  police  but  after  bis 
arrest  Davis  told  detectives 

smuggled  back  into  Britain 
by  couriers  using  a   fleet  of 
Audi  cars  in  which  the  gold 

was  concealed  in  the  body- 
work and  under  tha  back 

seat.  More  than  100  such  trips 
were  made.  The  gold  could 
then  be  sold  in  Britain  with 
VAT  of  l7'/3  per  oent  added, 
leading  to  a   total  prefit  ctf 
£3.420.000. 
A   lengthy  Customs  investi- 

gation, Operation  Escape, . 
tracked  toe  movements  of 
Kanda’s  end  of  the  fraud  but 
came  to  the  conclusion  that 
more  couriers  must  be  in- 

volved. At  this  Stage  they 

were  contacted  by  West  Mer- 

cia police  about  the  “black- mail" note  from  Davis.  The 
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Sheeting  covering  the  spot  where  two  women  were  found  dead  photograph:  jamie  wbeman 

Woman  made  999  call 
as  killer  stabbed  her 
Martin  Wabiwrigtit 

A   WOMAN  made  a   des- 
perate 999  call  as  a 

Knifeman  stabbed  her 
and  her  mother  to  death  in  a 
rural  market  town,  police 
said  last  night. 
The  small  community  of 

Boroughbridge.  North  York- 
shire. was  in  shock  at  the  bru- 

tal killing  of  Evelyn  Oxtoby, 
aged  61.  a   nurse,  and  her 
daughter  Lynn.  30,  a   defence 
ministry  clerk  at  Catterick 
Garrison. 
A   man  aged  48  who  knew 

both  women  was  arrested 
shortly  after  the  bodies  were 
found  at  2am  on  the  pavement 
outside  their  house. 

Blood  on  net  curtains,  an 
upstairs  window  sill  and  in 
the  snow -covered  garden  sug- 

gested that  at  least  one  of  the 
victims  had  jumped  12  feet 

from  a   bedroom  to  escape  the 

attack.  A   post  mortem  yester- 
day by  a   Home  Office  patholo- 
gist showed  both  had  died 

from  stab  wounds  to  the  neck. 
Det  Chief  Insp  Dave  Walsh, 

leading  the  murder  inquiry, 
said:  “The  incident  was 
reported  to  us  from  inside  the 
house,  we  believe  by  one  of 

the  deceased  persons." Mr  Walsh  said  the  man  was 
arrested  inside  the  house, 
which  officers  entered  soon 
after  arriving  in  response  to 
the  999  call.  A   weapon  was 
found  and  is  being  examined 
but  police  are  not  issuing 
details. 

Detectives  said  that  Mrs 
Oxtoby  was  known  to  have 
left  the  hospital  in  Harrogate 
where  she  worked  at  4.30pm 
on  Tuesday,  and  they  ap- 

pealed for  any  information 
about  her  movements  laler  in 
the  day. 

They  confirmed  that  toe 
man,  who  is  believed  to  have 
been  a   regular  guest  at  the 
house,  was  known  to  both 

women. 
Mrs  Oxtoby.  who  worked  as 

a   night  nursing  auxiliary  at  a   1 hospital  in  nearby  Harrogate, 
had  lived  in  the  cul-de-sac  for 
almost  30  years  and  was  well 
known  in  Boroughbridge,  a 
town  of  about  3,000  beside  the 
river  Ure.  She  was  widowed 
four  years  ago.  and  Lynn,  her 
only  child,  shared  the  house 
with  her  and  commuted  20 
miles  to  Catterick. 
The  street  was  cordoned  off 

for  most  of  yesterday,  with 
white  sheeting  round  the  spot 
where  the  bodies  were  found. 
Neighbours  said  they  had  not 
heard  any  sound  of  a   struggle, 
and  first  realised  something 
was  wrong  when  police  and 
ambulance  crews  filled  the street 

Gilmores  were  arrested,  Lu- 
cie at  .toe  station  where  die 

worked. 
No  further  action  was  ̂  

agalnk  Davis. 
Ms  Gilmore,  a   former  rid- 

ing instructor,  dented  all 
knowledge  of  smuggling 
when  arrested.  She  admitted 

she  had  been  on  trips  to  Bel- 
gium and  Luxembourg  with 

her  father  but  said,  she  be- 

lieved they  were  in  connec- tion with  his  perfume 
business. 

“1  used  to  just  sit  in  the  pas- 
senger seat  with  my  feet  on 

the  dashboard,  reading  a 
book,”  she  told  Customs 

officers. 
Ms  Gilmore,  who  joined  the 

police  In  1993,  told  Customs 
that  ex-boyfriend  Davis  was  a 
manipulative  man  who 
wanted  to  control  the  way  she 
looked,  tell  big  her  that  she 
had  to  wear  no  make-up  and 
always  had  to  wear  a   skirt 

She  had  become  a   “nervous wreck"  as  a   result  eff  what  she 

called  his  “emotional  black- 
mail" He  had  not  wanted  her 

to  end  their  relationship 
while  he  was  doing  his  ac- 

countancy exams. 
He  had  lent  her  tether 

money  and  had  been  angry 
when  he  had  been  unable  to 

repay  it  Her  tether  had  gone 
bankrupt  after  the  suicide  of 

David  Fox,  his  partner  in  an  ' estate  agency  business,  she 
told  Customs. 

Michael  Gilmore,  who  did  I 

not  give  evidence  for  his 
daughter,  had  attempted  to  1 use  the  fraud  as  a   way  of  I 

clearing  debts  accumulated  I 
through  his  failed  businesses. 
His  late  partner,  David  Fax, 
had  been  the  link  man  to 
Ivanda. 
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Alan  Trawls 

Homo  Affairs  Editor 

AN  expansion  of  house 

arrest  by  the  use  of  elec- 

tronic tagging  '   for minor  offenders  is  being  con- 

sidered by  the  Government  to 
offset  an  expected  sharp,  rise 
in  toe  prison  population. But  wife  a   white  paper  on 

the  Home  Secretary's  propos- als on  sentencing  —   likely  to. 
increase  significantly  the  jail 

population  —   due  by  Easter, 
toe  senior  judiciary  yesterday 
renewed  Its' attack  on  Michael 
Howard's  new  package.  This 

is  expected  to  include  new 

minimum  sentences  for  per- 
sistent burglars  and  drug 

dealers,  and  automatic  life 
terms  for  repeat  rapists. 

The  Lord  Chancellor’s  de- partment 1s  also  looking  at 
ending  the  use  of  prison  for 
the  20,000  people,  mainly 
women,  jailed  each  year  for 
failing  to  pay  fines,  poll  tax 
and  television  licence  bills, 
with  community  service 
orders  and  tagging  being  con- 

sidered as  alternatives  to  jail 

terms  of  up  to  three  months. 
Meanwhile,  the  Home 

Office  confirmed  yesterday 
that  it  Is  studying  toe  results 
of  a   Swedish  experiment 
using  electronic  tagging  in- 

stead of  prison  sentences  for 
motoring  offenders.  1 
Home  Office  ministers  are 

believed  to  have  told  officials 
working  on  toe  whitepaper  to 
look  at  ways  in  which  house 
arrest  curfew  orders  backed 

by  electronic  monitoring 
could  afteet  the.  rise  In  toe 

prison  population  due  to  the 
tougher  sentencing  proposals. 
They  are  awaiting  results  of 

§   Uw  •   .   | 

Lucie  Gilmore,  her  tether  Michael,  a   former  policeman, 
and  Surinder  Kumar.  Three  men  are  still  being  sought 

&V-X 

toe  studeson  fine  defaulters 

and  mooring  offbtutere,  but 
are  alsc  considering  them  tor 
prisoners  on  parole,  home 

leave  extemporary  release. Penat  reformers  estimate 

the  toujfeet  sentences  could add  befereen  10,000  and  20.000 
inmate^  to  toe  current  51,000 

prison  jop  illation. Harrf  Fletcher,  assistant 

general  secretary  -of  the 
Nations  Association  of  Pro- 

bation Officers,  last  night 

$aid.he‘regretted  that  minis- 

ters were  looking  to  the  un- proven technology  of  tagging 

rather  &an  toe  probation  ser- 
vice ant  an  extension  of  com- 

munity penalties  to  relieve 
pressuri  on  jails. 

"Minsters  appear  to  have 

conduced  that  toe  current 
crisis  erf  high  prison  numbers 
and  no  iioney  does  not  work. 
They  ate  therefore  ironically 
lookingat  ways  of  cutting  the 
short-term  prison  popul- 

ation." i 

I   Lord  Donaldson,  toe  former 
Master  if  the  Rolls,  yesterday 

renewed  his  criticism  —   first 
aired  ii  the  Guardian  last 

month  -j-  of  Mr  Howard’s  sen- tencing proposals,  describing 

them  asTTairly  extreme".  He said  tost  tying  toe  hands  of 

judges  with  minimum  sen- tences voold  lead  to  injus- 
tices: “I  think  In  due  course 

there  w^l  be  a   public  outcry." But  trhiie  Mr  Howard 

agreed  $ie  proposals  would “limit  the  discretion  of  the  ju- 

diciary” jhe  believed  they  met 
toe  ovefridlng  objective  of 

protectfr£  the  public  from  vi- 
olent crfaunals.  He  told  the 

BBC  Ralio  4   Today  pro- 
gramme he  hoped  to  get  toe 

package  fa  to  the  statute  book 
before  toe  general  election. 

GREAT  NEW  OFFER!  1 
LOWEST  CABINET  PRICES  ON  43  STYLES 
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Man  paid  £5  for  47hr  week 
Clause  in  contract  deal  invoked 

because  of  missed  night’s  work 
David  Word 

A   WAREHOUSE  worker 
said  yesterday  he  was 
paid  just  £5  after 

working  a   47-hour,  five- 
night  week  loading  goods 
destined  for  Salnsbury 

supermarkets
. 

“1  went  to  my  bank  three 
days  before  Christmas  ex- 

pecting that  about  £170  had 
been  paid  into  my  ac- 

count.” said  the  man  who 
lives  in  Rochdale.  Greater 
Manchester,  and  does  not 

wish  to  be  named.  “But  1 
found  only  a   fiver  had  been 

put  In." 
The  Greater  Manchester 

low  pay  unit  bas  taken  up 
bis  case  and  alms  to  secure 
any  money  owed  him  and  to 
highlight  contract  prob- 

lems facing  workers  who 
find  jobs  through  employ- 

ment agencies. 
The  man  was  hired  by  the 

Leeds  agency  ASC  Staffing 
Ltd  on  behalf  of  XL  Logis- 

tics. a   transport  company 
used  by  Salnsbury  for  two 

weeks  to  deliver  goods  to 
stores  during  the  busy  pre- 
Christmas  period. 

He  was  trained  for  a   week 
and  then  worked  two  five- 
night  weeks  but  took  a 
night  off  to  attend  his  pub 

soccer  team's  Christmas 
party.  He  claims  he  had 
told  the  agency  of  the  long- 

standing engagement 
When  he  failed  to  report 

for  work.  ASC  invoked 
clause  eight  of  the  contract: 
"Should  you  tell  to  turn  up 
for  any  assignment  without 
giving  reasonable  notice 
. . .   your  remuneration  will 
be  reduced  to  £l  per  day  for 

any  work  carried  out  previ- 
ously and  not  yet  paid,  irre- 

spective of  hours  worked.” 
“I  was  fuming.  The  agen- 

cy's manager  told  me  that 
as  they  bad  not  been  paid 

they  would  not  pay  me.” The  low  pay  unit  Is  to 
contact  government  inspec- 

tors charged  with  monitor- 
ing employment  agencies. 

“We  have  been  research- 
ing agencies  and  we  were 

not  surprised  when  this 

clause  came  to  light,"  said Barry  Navarro,  a   project 

worker  with  the  unit.  “But 
toe  amount  of  money  sur- 

prised us.  We  suspect  this 

could  be  common  practice.” A   spokesman  for  ASC 
said  he  could  not  comment 

because  litigation  "con- cerning various  bits  and 
pieces”  was  pending. 
•   Mentally  handicapped 

people  have  had  their  £5  a 
week  wages  abolished  by  a 
county  council  in  response 
to  government  funding 
cuts.  The  17  workers, 
whose  £10  wages  from  the 
Peatlands  day  centre  in 
Macclesfield.  Cheshire, 
were  halved  two  years  ago, 

were  yesterday  said  to  be 
saddened  and  confused, 
writes  Martyn  HalsaU. 
“The  main  thing  that* S 

been  taken  away  from  them 

Is  not  the  money  . . .   it's 
their  pride,”  said  John 
Dan  ton,  executive  adminis- 

trator of  the  Rossendale 
Trust  It’s  contradicting  aU 

we  are  working  and  striv- 

ing towards.” 
He  hopes  to  meet  Chesh- 

ire county  council  social 
services  representatives 
next  week,  to  ask  that  the 
wages  be  reinstated. 

COMPLETE  8   CABINET  CHERBOURG  KITCHEN 8   RIGID  CABINETS 

  INCLUDING   
£;*  8   GREAT  CABINETS, 

;   OVEN,  HOB  AND EXTRACTOR,  SINK, 

TAPS  AND  WORKTOPS 
PLUS  WASHING  MACHINE 

COMPRISES: 
tOOOoMn  Ht-tina  tan  Unit  x   3, 

1000mm  FuK  Haiafo  Wall  UniT  X   X 

600mm  MVUadirOoMHnnfag 
Unit/  600mm  Hob  Wall  Unit,  600mm 

3   Drawer  taw  Unit. 

959.92, 

LOW  COST  FIT 
ON  ALL  KITCHENS 

V.'i*  -i'l  t»  heppv  >»  visit  year 

[•C.-tit  cf  c   t;TC  fVcl',  icutvstly 
<sr.v<!.iifftl  l»  ompfcSe  a   f»!l 

Pr--lif  ;,:vfy  oi  ycur  «i!<i:'-r 

ien  *0J  li'.f  3g(  •-istgi.'atfon  smite. 

MACHINE 
FOB  ONLY  aA  ? 

WMmWL  £400.97  MNKW 
rRAA app  wTufiotmcm  ■   Iw  jw  w« £579.97 
UvUOrrBHDDcwwDiTH  ^ 

EEGIZWSI  «tan  toS  Htffittwi  or  M0f6  FONlRUN)  Hl03S 

SHOPPING  HOURS:  Mon  10-3.  Toes  1   0-6.  Wed  10-6.  Thun  10-6,  Fri  10-3,  Sat  9-6,  Sun  11-5,  except  Southampton  10-4, 

Northern  Irctand:  Mon  10-6,  Tues  10-6,  Wed  70-9,  Tburs  10-9,  Fn  10-9,  Sat  9-6,  Sun  12-5.  PHONE  FREE  PAGES  0500  192  192  FOR  YOUR  NEAREST  STORE. 

Also  available  at 

wo: 
PRICE  INFORMATION:  {town 

prices  we  for  rigid  bdory  built 
eabiitth  ai  listed  above  and  do  not 

indude  appliances,  accessories, 
Tiles,  omonwnts.  chain  etc. 
All  items  subject  to  availability. 

*IOR  EXAMPtE  1HC  ABOVE  COifafTF  KITCHENS  COMPOSE: 

8   tmMElSi  As  taxi  above.  ACCfttOTOV  Sridea  Sled  tor 
«>Sr*  {SN3821/22),  West*  end  Owfew.  Pfo  Tops  (TAP  1100). 

Warbop  3fam  x   3m  x   1 ,   Wodtop  3Qnm  x   1   m   x   1 .   Congruous  tfedi 
x   2.  Ftntfi  x   2   APH1ANCES:  QA  Electric  Oven,  Mecca  or  Whit 

(AB63H0/20},  Gas  Hob, Moan  or  Whh  (APM  TUQ/20}.fidroclor. 
Moceo  or  Whit*  (AFM  21 11/21),  Washing  Modnrw  (TND  8420). 
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News  in  brief
  ~   — 

BRITAIN  5 

Minister  rejects 
Marchioness  plea 

SSSF^ss 
8“»  U» impression  that  the  crew  save  “higher 

ET™  Jy  to  their  own  safety"  than  to  that  of  their  passengers The  statement  came  with  a   short  response  by  the  shipping 
minister.  Lord  Goscben.  that  the  Government  agreed  with  10  of the  jury  s   12  recommendations.  In  April  last  year the  jury retumwi  verdicts  of  unlawful  killing.  The  Government  also 
rejected  the  recommendation  that  all  medical  examinations  for crew  and  masters  should  be  carried  out  by  an  independent doctor.  —   Keith  Harper 

Camden  gets  tough  on  staff 
NEARLY  half  the  staff  working  for  the  London  borough  of 
CSmfen — including ;   some  who  pledged  to  stay  at  thetr  jobs  after  a £10  million  National  Lottery  win  last  week—  farad  ran  icon! 
reemployment  on  poorer  terms.  Strikes  and  legal  challenges  are 
being  prepared  after  the  controlling  Labour  group  decided  to force  nearly  2.100  employees  to  accept  new  terms. 

Current  arrangements,  which  include  union  vetos  over 

yesterday  to* ‘make  no  sense".  “Dependency  leave"  for  staff  to nurse  sick  relatives  is  among  conditions  most  at  risk.  The 

services  committee  today.  —   James  Meikle 

Judge’s  promise  to  woman 
A   JUDGE  at  Durham  crown  court  ordered  a   mother,  aged  33.  to  • 
disclose  her  home  phone  number  so  that  the  Department  of  Social 
SecmHy  can  trace  her  address,  despite  her  fears  that  her  ex- 
husband  may  attack  her. 

The  woman  has  refused  to  give  his  lawyers  her  address  even 
though  he  has  won  a   court  order  allowing  him  contact  with  their 
sons  aged  nine  and  seven.  Judge  William  Crawfbrd  said  the 

children's  whereabouts  would  not  be  revealed  to  their  father. 

Degrees  of  change 
WOMEN  graduating  from  British  universities  outnumbered  men 
for  the  first  time  last  year  after  10  years  of  rapid  growth  in  the 
number  of  students  gaining  first  degrees.  According  to  the  Higher 
Education  Statistics  Agency,  104^00  women  got  first  degrees  in 
the  UK  in  1994/5  compared  with  KHL500  men. 

Just  over  a   third  of  the  students  graduating  last  year  had  been 

on  part-time  courses  and  12  per  cent  were  from  overseas.  Of  those 
receiving  first  degrees,  7   per  cent  got  first  glass  honours  and  41 

per  cent  got  an  upper  second.  —   John  Carvel 

Receiver  called  in  at  charity 

A   CHARITY  which  claims  to  raise  money  for  aid projects  in 

Africa  has  been  taken  into  receivership  following  an  investiga- 
tion.by  the  Charity  Commission  into  alleged  misappropriation  of 

funds.  Humana,  set  up  in  Britain  in  1988,  collects  and  sells  second- 
hand clothes,  ostensibly  to  support  development  in  Africa. 

The  decision  to  place  the  charity  into  receivership  follows 
several  years  of  concern  about  the  uses  to  which  Humana  was 

putting  its  charitable  funds.  —   Edward  PUkmgton 

ITN  strike  called  off 

A   STRIKE  which  threatened,  to  disrupt  TTN's  main  ne  wsppo- 
grammestoday  was  tailed  off  after  an  agreement  was  hammered 
oatatAcas,  the  arbitration  service.  Journalists  and  technicians 
had  voted  to  hold  a   twobour  strike  in  protest  at  plans  to  end 
collective  pay  bargaining. 

The  two  sides  reached  an  agreement  which  ends  collective 

bargaining,  but  leave&the  unions  arete  in  helping  to  set  pay 

bands  and  minimum  salaries.  —   Andrew  Cuff" 

Council sinks 

£40,000 
in  pigsty 

Ideal  home . . .   the  listed  pigsty  which  English  Heritage  believes  could  become  a   “des  res’  —   at  a   price PHOTOGRAPH  QARRY  WEAKER 

Branson  snub  may  hinder  lottery  probe 
Andrew  Cuff 

Media  Correspondent 

THE  barrister  investigat- 
ing bribery  allegations 

surrounding  the 

National  Lottery  conceded 

yesterday  her  inquiry  would 

be  hampered  by  Richard 

Branson's  decision  to  boycott 
the  proceedings. 

Anne  Rafferty  QC.  chair- 
man erf  the  Criminal  Bar 

Association,  was  speaking  as 

she  formally  opened  the  in- 

quiry into  an  allegation  made 
by  tire  Virgin  Group  chair- man on  BBCTs  Panorama  in 

December  that  be  had  been  of- 
fered a   bribe  to  withdraw  his 

bid  to  run  the  lottery. 

Mr  Branson  complained  the 

inquiry  was  not  genuinely  in- 
dependent, had  a   limited 

remit  and  would  be  held  in 

private. 
He  is  unhappy  because  the 

inquiry  was  set  up  by  Peter 

Davis,  the  director  general  of 

the  Office  of  the  National  Lot- 
tery. who  could  be  a   witness. 

Virgin  believes  the  allega- 
tion will  be  properly  investi- 

gated in  a   High  Court  libel 

action,  likely  to  be  heard  be- fore the  summer. 
Mr  Branson  sued  Guy 

Snowden,  chairman  of 

GTECH,  part  of  the  Camelot 
consortium  which  runs  the 

lottery,  for  accusing  him  of 

lying  over  the  bribery  allega- 
tion. Mr  Snowden  subse- 

quently issued  a   writ  against 
Mr  Branson  for  his  original 
remarks  on  Panorama. 

Virgin  argued  that  evi- dence would  be  given  on  oath 

in  the  High  Court  and  wit- 
nesses would  be  compelled  to 

attend. 

A   Virgin  spokesman  said: 
“Richard  will  be  happy  to  co- 

operate with  any  public  in- 
quiry. but  he  is  not  prepared 

to  be  involved  with  an  in- 
quiry that  does  not  deal  with 

the  real  issues  ...  he  is  per- 

fectly happy  to  give  evidence 
In  a   court  of  law  before  a 

judge  and  jury." 
Ms  Rafferty,  who  adjourned 

the  inquiry  until  February  28, 

said  "The  inquiry  will  be  im- 
peded if  Mr  Branson,  having 

not 

raised  this  hare,  does 

come  to  the  inquiry." She  said  she  hoped  Mr 
Branson  would  give  evidence. 
“It  is  a   matter  for  him  as  to 
whether  he  feels  more 

soothed  when  he  hears  how  I 

run  the  inquiry." She  denied  the  investiga- 

tion would  be  irrelevant  with- 
out his  participation  and 

strongly  defended  her  own  in- 
dependence. “If  anyone thinks  my  impartiality  is 

compromised  by  who  chooses 
me  and  who  pays  me,  they 
underestimate  me  and  they 

have  an  interesting  definition 

of  integrity." 

Under  its  terms  of  reference 

it  is  confined  to  seeking  to  es- tablish the  facts  surrounding 

Mr  Branson's  meeting  with 
Mr  Snowden  in  September 

1993.  Any  subsequent  action would  be  determined  by  Mr 
Davis. 

The  inquiry  will  be  con- ducted in  private  to  avoid  the 
process  becoming  unwieldy 
and  to  deliver  a   crisp  and 

prompt  approach,  she  said. Witnesses,  who  cannot  be 
compelled  to  attend,  will  have 

the  right  to  legal  representa- tion, but  will  not  be  permitted 
to  conduct  cross-examination. 
Mr  Snowden  has  indicated 

he  will  give  evidence,  and  Ms 

Rafferty  said  she  was  keen  to 
talk  to  the  Panorama  journal- 

ists and  production  team  in- 
volved in  setting  up  the  inter- 

view with  Mr  Branson. 

Carling  case  mars  press  watchdog  delight 
Andrew  Cuff 

Li 
ORD  Wakebam,  chair- 

man of  the  Press  Com- 
plaints Commission,  yes- 

terday hailed  a   momentous 

year  to  which  he  claimed  the 

body  had.  proved  its  indepen- dence and  ability  to  bite. 

But  publication  of  the  com- 
mission's annual  report  coin- cided with  a   growing  row 

over  its  decision  to  reject 

complaints  from  Julia  Car- 
ling, estranged  wife  of  the 

England  rugby  union  captain 
Will  Carling,  that  the  Sun  had 
invaded  her  privacy. 

In  a   letter  to  Virginia  Bot- 
tamley,  the  National  Heritage 

Secretary,  Mrs  Carling's  so- licitors said  the  adjudication 

proved  that  self-regulation did  not  work. 

But  the  commission  agreed 
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with  the  tabloid  that  Mrs  Car- 
ling had  forfeited  her  right  to 

privacy  because  she  had  pre- 
viously put  her  private  life 

into  the  public  domain 
through  interviews  and 
articles  designed  to  promote 
her  career  as  a   television 

presenter. The  adjudication  was 
bound  to  encourage  further 
media  excess  in  relation  to  so- 

called  public  figures,  her  so- licitors claimed.  It  also  left 

Mrs  Carling  "beyond  the  pro- 
tection of  the  PCC  and  with- 

out any  other  effective 

remedy". 

Lord  Wakeham,  speaking 

on  Radio  4’s  The  World  at 

One,  said  if  people  encour- 
aged details  to  come  into  the 

public  domain  it  was  not  un- 
reasonable for  newspapers  to 

comment  upon  them. 

The  commission's  annual report  revealed  a   30  per  cent 
increase  In  the  number  of 

complaints  in  1995,  a   rise  de- 
scribed as  a   welcome  sign  of 

growing  public  awareness  of 

its  role. Lord  Wakeham  said  the 

commission’s  ability  to  dem- 
onstrate its  independence  as 

the  supervisor  of  self-regula- 
tion had  convinced  the  Gov- 

ernment there  was  no  need 

for  a   statutory  crackdown  on 

the  press. 
But  he  warned:  "We  do  not 

take  this  transformation  in 

the  fortunes  of  press  self-regu- 
lation for  granted.  There  is 

not  one  inch  of  room  for  com- 

placency. We  are  well  aware that  memories  are  short  and 

that  just  a   few  ill-judged 
stories  could  again  throw  the 
future  of  seif-regulation,  into 

doubt" 

He  said  the  commission 
was  offering  an  increasingly 

effective  service  to  the  public. 
“I  am  convinced  self-regula- 

tion is  delivering  the  goods.  I 
want  in  1996  to  build  on  this 

SUCC6S5." 

Of  the  2.508  complaints 
received,  70  per  cent  related 
to  accuracy  and  the  majority 
were  resolved  directly  by  edi- 

tors to  the  satisfaction  of  com- 
plainants. Twelve  per  cent  of 

cases  related  to  alleged  intru- 
sion into  privacy. 

Maev  Kennedy 

Heritage  Correspondent Ai, 
KENT  council  has 
reluctantly  voted  to 

pend  £40.000  on restoring  a   listed  tin  shock 
which  an  official  said  was 
“a  pigsty,  by  name  and  by 

nature”. 

English  Heritage  and  Gil- lingham borough  council are  locked  in  dispute  over 
the  Grade  n   listed  Black 
House,  which  has  been  a 
house,  a   pigsty  and  a 

chicken  coop,  at  a   time when  the  entire  listings 

system  is  under  review. 
English  Heritage  opposed 

a   council  proposal  to  move the  bouse,  saying  this 

would  virtually  make  It  n new  building. 

The  council  has  just 

voted  "very-  very  reluc- 
tantly" to  spend  £40,000  on 

renovation,  under  threat  of 
English  Heritage  carrying 

out  the  work  itself  and 

landing  the  council  with  a 
far  higher  bill. 

The  Grade  13  listing,  the 
lowest  category,  means 
grants  are  at  the  discretion of  English  Heritage. 
"The  councillors  regard 

this  as  a   total  waste  of 

money,  and  voted  feeling 
that  a   gun  had  been  put  to 
their  heads,"  said  council 

spokesman  Alan  Watkins. Richard  Morris,  the 

English  Heritage  historic 
buildings  inspector  who 
recommended  the  listing, 
said  English  Heritage  was 

pursuing  talks  with  the council  to  find  a   suitable 
future  use  for  the  building. 

The  shack  is  the  tottering 

survivor  of  a   hamlet  built 
around  1625,  backing  onto 

the  Rainham  marshes. 

It  only  stands  because 

props  were  put  in  last  year 
to  shore  up  rotting  timbers, 
after  the  council  served  a 

dangerous  buildings  notice 

on  itself. 
English  Heritage  sug- 

gested restoring  it  as  a   resi- 

dence, bnt  the  council  be- lieves this  wonld  cost  at 

least  £150,000,  and  be  im- 
possible to  sell. “We  regard  this  as  impor- 

tant building  with  a 

future,"  a   spokeswoman 
for  English  Heritage  said. 
“We  regard  this  as  a   lost 

cause,"  said  Mr  Watkins. 

•   The  Department  of 
National  Heritage  an- 

nounced the  Grade  H   list- 

ing of  four  more  post-war buildings  yesterday.  They 
are:  Richmond  Swimming 

Baths,  Surrey,  completed  in 

1966;  St  Mary’s  School. Wallasey,  Merseyside. 

1962;  former  chapel  at  Hop- 

wood  Hall  College,  Middle- 
ton,  Greater  Manchester. 

1965;  Gillett  House,  Chich- ester Theological  College. 
West  Sussex,  1965. 

Murdered  backpacker  buried 
Thai  judges 
sentence 
Buddhist  monk 
to  firing  squad 

Lawrence  Donegan 

JOHANNE  Masheder,  the 

English  backpacker 

murdered  while  holiday- 

ing in  Thailand,  was  buried 

yesterday,  hours  after  a   Bud- dhist monk  was  sentenced  to 
death  for  killing  her. 

Mourners  packed  St  Mi- 
chael's Church  in  the  Chesh- 

ire village  of  Wincle,  where 

they  heard  the  Reverend 
David  Moir,  her  parish  priest, 

say  the  trainee  solicitor's death  had  devastated  the community. 

■at  wasn’t  just  that  It  was 

someone  from  our  village,  but 
that  it  was  a   young  member  of 

a   family  this  village  have 
taken  to  their  hearts  and  for 

whom  that  feeling  is  recipro- 

cated. Jo  had  been  so  univer- sally loved  and  so  full  of  life,  a 

young  woman  of  whom  every- 

one was  justly  proud,"  he 

said. Mr  Moir  said  Ms  Ma- 
sheder’s  family  must  not 
allow  her  murder  to  trigger  a 
life  of  bitterness. 

He  added:  “Grief  is  a   debili- 
tating thing  and  I   am  sure 

from  what  I   know  of  Johanne 

that  she  wouldn't  want  us  to 
hold  on  too  much  to  this  feel- 

ing which  is  anyway  so 

enslaving." 

Ms  Masheder,  aged  23,  dis- 

Johanne  Masheder,  killed  by  Yodchart  Suephoo  (right)  who  wanted  money  to  buy  drugs 

appeared  in  December,  days 
before  she  was  due  to  return 

home  to  start  work  as  a   solici- 
tor after  a   three-month  trip 

around  the  world. 

Her  parents,  Stuart  and Jackie  Masheder.  travelled  to 

Thailand  in  an  effort  to  find 
their  daughter.  Her  body  was 
discovered  in  a   cave  near  a 

Buddhist  temple  at  Kanchan- aburi  in  western  Thailand  on 

January  14  —   three  weeks 
after  she  was  due  home. 

Yodchart  Suephoo,  a   21- 
year-old  Buddhist  monk,  con- 

fessed he  had  killed  the  Eng- lishwoman after  robbing  her 

of  money  to  buy  himself drugs. 

Yodchart,  who  had  a   previ- 
ous conviction  for  rape,  told  a 

court  hearing  in  Kanchana- 
buri  yesterday  he  had  not 
meant  to  kill  Ms  Masheder 
but  could  not  control  himself 
because  of  his  drug  addiction. 
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A   group  of  influential scientists  want  to  pinpoint 

genes  that  influence 
Intelligence  as  measured  by 

IQ  scores,  and  they  plan  to  do 
the  work  while  telling  as  few 

people  about  it  as  possible. 

In  a   statement  read  by  one 
of  the  two  presiding  judges, 

the  court  said  the  monk's  be- 
haviour was  "not 

correctable". 

"He  has  damaged  the  repu- 

tation of  our  religious  institu- 
tion and  the  reputation  of  the 

country  since  the  victim  was 
a   tourist  who  came  to  visit 

our  country.  The  judge  sen- tenced Yodchart  to  death  by 
shooting. 

The  court  refused  Yod- 

chart's  request  that  he  be  im- mediately executed  at  the scene  of  his  crime.  Under 

Thai  law  all  death  sentences 
must  be  reviewed  by  3   second 

court 
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Worid  news  in  brief 

Polish  communists 

nominate  new  PM 

POLAND’S  reformed  communists  held  on  to  power  yesterday 
alter  negotiations  with  their  junior  coalition  partner,  the  Peas- 

ant Party,  brought  the  nomination  of  a   new  head  of  govern- 
ment, diffusing  the  crisis  caused  by  the  resignation  of  prime 

minister  JozefOleksy  amid  allegations  he  spied  for  Russia 

The  new  candtdate  Is  Mr  Oleksy's  party  colleague,  the  deputy 
speaker  of  parliament  Wlodzimierz  Cimoszewicz.  A   respected 
technocrat  Mr  Cimoszewicz.  aged  45,  supports  continuing 
market  reforms  and  European  integration. 

President  AleJssander  Kwasniewski  was  expected  to  accept 

the  nomination  today  before  lea  ving  for  the  Worid  Economic 
Summit  in  Davos.  He  had  urged  a   speedy  resolution  to  the 
crisis  while  trying  to  allay  Western  fears  that  the  spy  scandal 
would  affect  Polish  credibility  for  Nato  membership. 

The  composition  of  the  new  cabinet  is  not  yet  known,  but  few 

observers  expect  big  policy  or  personnel  changes.  Mr  Oleksy, 
who  denies  any  wrongdoing,  was  elected  party  leader  the  day 

after  he  was  forced  to  resign.  —   Matthew  Brezinski.  Warsaw. 

Saint  protects  missiles 

SAINT  BARBARA,  a   fourth-century  martyr  traditionally  prayed 
to  in  the  West  by  those  in  danger  of  sudden  death,  has  been  made 

the  patron  saint  of  Russia’s  intercontinental  nuclear  missile 
force.  The  command  centre  from  which  the  Strategic  Rocket 
Forces  have  the  power  to  take  the  world  apart  in  considerably  less 
time  than  it  took  the  God  of  Genesis  to  put  it  together  was  visited 

on  Tuesday  by  the  head  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church,  Patri- 
arch Alexei  n.  who  presented  generals  with  an  icon  of  the  saint. 

The  patriarch  said;  "Her  [Saint  Barbara's]  presence  before  God 
will  give  all  you.  dear  brothers  and  sisters,  peace,  prosperity, 
health,  strength  and  courage  in  carrying  out  military  service  for 

the  glory  of  our  fatherland." The  patriarch  said  lie  had  chosen  St  Barbara  because  her  feast 

day,  17  December,  was  on  the  same  date  as  Russia's  officially- 
appointed  Rocket  Forces  Day.  Western  ha  geographers,  however, 
consider  the  martyr  to  be  the  patron  saint  of  people  with  highly 
dangerous  jobs,  including  artillerymen. 

The  Oxford  Dictionary  of  Saints  records  that  her  father  was 

said  to  have  been  killed  by  lightning.  "This  was  the  basis  of  her 
patronage  of  those  in  danger  of  sudden  death,  first  by  lightning, 

and  then  by  subsiding  mines,  or  cannonballs.  Hence  her  patron- 

age erf  miners  and  gunners.”  —   James  Meek,  Moscow. 

China  serenades  Hong  Kong 

THE  People's  Liberation  Army  erf  China  has  just  released  15 
bracing  songs  to  serenade  Hong  Kong  into  submission  when 
Britain  hands  over  the  colony  next  year. 

Starring  members  of  China's  past-1997  military  garrison,  the 
new  recording  includes  I   Love  You  Hong  Kong,  To  the  Fragrant 
River  as  a   Soldier,  On  the  Training  Ground,  and  Put  Your  Heart 
at  Ease  Mother.  Put  Your  Heart  at  Ease  Motherland. 
A   cover  photograph  shows  a   soldier,  sailor  and  airman,  two  erf 

them  holding  Chinese  Kalashnikovs,  beneath  a   billowing  red  flag 

against  the  skyscrapers  of  Hong  Kong's  central  business  district 
The  PLA's  debut  on  Hong  Kong's  music  scene  is  part  of  a   charm 

offensive  by  the  military.  But  the  songs  are  in  mandarin,  a   dialect 
understood  by  few  in  Hong  Kong.  —   Andrew  Riggins,  Hong  Kang. 

Rights  groups  protest 
INTERNATIONAL  human  rights  groups  have  protested  at  the 
appointment  (rf  the  Honduran  military  commander  in  chieL 

General  Luis  Alonso  Discua.  to  his  country's  delegation  on  the 
United  Nations  Security  Council. 

Gen  Discua  was  the  first  commander  of  the  CIA-trained  Battal- 

ion 316  which  has  been  identified  by  toe  government's  commis- 
sioner for  human  rights  as  the  unit  involved  in  the  torture, 

kidnapping  and  murder  of  dozens  of  leftwing  opponents  during 
the  1980s.  His  appointment  as  one  of  two  deputies  to  the  Honduran 
permanent  representative  was  made  personally  by  the  president, 
Carlos  Roberto  Reina.  after  the  two  clashed  last  December  over 

attempts  to  bring  10  military  officers  to  court 
The  Worid  Organisation  Against  Tbrture  in  Geneva  yesterday 

called  for  Gen  Discua  to  be  dismissed.  Honduras's  seat  on  the 
Security  Council  expires  at  the  end  of  the  year.  —   David  PaUister. 

Serbs  feaftheir  relatives’  graves  in  Sarajevo  may  be  desecrated,  reports  Julian  Borger  in  VlakOvo 

Dead  raised  to  rest  in  peace 
AZAR  VtJKOVIC 

never  imagined  his 
life  would  turn  out 

like  this.  When  he 
led  his  mother 

and  son  in  Vlakovo  ceme- 

tery, he  did  not  think  he 
would  be  back  on  his  hands 

and  knees  scraping  the  dirt 

off  their  coffins  and  sweat- 
ing as  be  raised  them  Aram 

their  graves. 
With  the  help  of  neigh- 

bours and  his  surviving 
son,  Momcilo,  Mr  Vukovic 

worked  slowly  and  me- 

thodically from  dawn  yes- 
terday, straightening  his 

back  only  to  share  a   cere- 
monial glass  of  plum 

brandy. 

Clearly  a   man  in  rigid 
control  of  his  emotions,  he 

worked  quietly,  confining 
himself  to  murmured 
remarks  about  the  soil,  the 
iciness  of  the  wind,  and  the 

surprising  weight  of  the 

coffins. 
His  mother.  Stamina,  was 

killed  In  1992  when,  a   mor- 
tar hit  the  family  home. 

Two  years  later  Mr  Vuko- vic  buried  his  son,  Obren. 

in  a   nearby  plot  Obren  was 
aged  29,  but  he  died  of  a 
weak  heart,  driven  beyond 
its  limits  by  the  war. 

About  40  Serb  families 
have  come  to  Vlakovo  cem- 

etery to  dig  up  the  remains 
of  relatives.  They  will  take 
them  with  them  on  a   trek  In 
search  of  new  homes  when 
Serb  districts  of  Sarajevo 

are  transferred  to  govern- ment control  on  Saturday. 

Efforts  by  international 
agencies  to  persuade  them 
to  stay  have  been  poorly- 
funded,  and  have  so  for 

proved  puny  gainst  a   wave 
of  panic.  Sarajevo  Serbs 
fear  Muslim  reprisals 

Last  of  Islamic  mojahedin  troops  bow  out 

THE  last  group  of  Islamic 
mojahedin  who  fought  on 

the  side  of  the  nwinly-Muslim 

army  in  Bosnia's  war  has  left 
the  country,  a   Nato  spokes- man said  yesterday. 
"The  remaining  foreign 

forces  left  Koprivna  [in  north- west Bosnia]  at  7.30  boors 

yesterday  morning  and  were 

escorted  to  the  Croatian  bor- 

der by  civil  police,'’  Lieuten- 

ant-Colonel Mark  Rayner  told 

a   briefing.    The  presence  of  the  volun- teers, Muslims  from  different 
Islamic  countries,  alarmed 
the  Pentagon  and  a   clause  on 

the  removal  erf  all  “foreign 
forces"  was  included  in  the 

Dayton  peace  agreement Washington  apparently 
feared  that  the  mojahedin 
might  see  US  peacekeeping 

forces  in  Bosnia  as  a   legiti- mate alternative  target  mice 

the  war  against  the  Serbs  had stopped. 

The  Pentagon  put  its  1W»Q 

troops  deployed  with  the 
.Nato-led  Implementation 

Force  (I-FOR)  on  alert  last 
week  saying  its  intelligence 

reports  Indicated  ."increased activity''  from  the  mojahedin 

in  Bosnia. — Reuter. 

against  the  dead  and  the 
living. 

Momcilo  Vokovlc  was 
sure  that  many  Serb  graves 

left  behind  by  the  exodus 
would  be  desecrated  by 

vengeful  Muslims-  The  old 
graves  would  be  left  in 

peace,  he  said,  but  the 
tombs  of  soldiers  would  be 

defaced.  Virtually  all  Or- thodox churches  and  grave- 

yards in  government-held areas  have  been  left  un- touched during  the .   war, 
but -Bosnian  Serbs  have 

been  told  by  their  leaders, 

by  newspapers  and  televi- 
sion. that  their  people’s shrines  lie  to  ruins. 

Vokovlc  Is  more 

matter  of  fact  than  his  son: 
TTs  just  that  we  used  to  go 
to  the  graves  every  Sunday, 

and  when  we  are  on  the 
other  side  of  the  line,  we 
wouldn't  be  able  to  do  that, 
and  that  would  be  very 

painful.”  ■’  .   “ 

'   An  ̂ iTirntTriTTm  cm-raptia. 

;;  :h  :•  ■% 

gus  lay  beside  each  grave. 

The  faintly  ha'd 'bought 

them  from  a   local"  ironmon- 
ger, fearing  that  the  old 

wooden  coffins  would  be  ta' no  shape  to  transport:. 

They  were  proven  right. Four  feet  down,  their 
spades  hit  the  wooden  Ud  of 
Simina’a  casket.  Lazar 
scraped  the  soil  away  audit  ■ 

was  cletir  that  it  had  col- 

lapsed tinder  the  weight  of earth.  They  carefully 

slipped  cords  underneath and  hauled  It  Up  to  the 
harsh  winter  sunlight. 

One  ofiVlakbvo’s  grave- diggers wandered  over  to 

teff  them  that  the  coffin was  so  heavy  because  of 

water  filtered  out  of  the  sat- urated els?.  They  would 

have  to  drain  it  before  the 
wooden  coffin  was  placed 
in  the  -new  metal 
sarcophagus.. 

Troubled  waters . ; .   A   team  of  Turkish  commandos  and  a   Turkish  journalist  return  to  Turkey  yesterday  after  landing  on  the  disputed  Island  of  Imla  to  a   midnight  operation 
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IT  SAYS 
YOU’VE  ARRIVED 

Helena  Smith  in  Athens 

and  agencies 

GREECE’S  Socialist  gov- 

ernment came  under 
bitter  attack  yesterday 

for  heeding- President  Clin- 
ton's call  to  back  down  from  a 

military  confrontation  with 
Turkey  over  a   disputed  rocky 

outcrop  in  the  Aegean. 

The  government,  under  the 
new  prime  minister.  Costas 
Simitig,  faced  calls  to  resign 
and  accusations  of  treason 

when  parliament  met  to  dis- 
cuss what  many  saw  as  a   hu- 

miliation in  the  lace  of  Turk- 
ish threats. 

“The  removal  of  Greek 

troops  from  the  island  and  the 
lowering  of  the  Greek  flag 

constitute  an  act  of  treason,” Mfltiadis  Evert,  leader  of  the 
conservative  New  Democracy 

party,  told  parliament.  "You 

have  only  one  thing  left  to  do 

—   resign.” 

“The  Greek  government 

achieved  a   disengagement  of 
Greek  and  Turkish  forces 
around  the  island  of  froia  and 

a   de-escalation  of  the  crisis,” Mr  Simitis  told  parliament  to 

angry  shouts  of  “traitors" 
and  “sell-out”  from  opposi- 

tion MPs. 

Members  of  New  Democ- 

racy and  of  another  national- ist party  walked  out  in  protest 

during  a   debate  before  a   con- 
fidence vote  which  the  Social- 

ists are  expected  to  win. 
But  a   certain  calm  hart 

returned  to  the  Aegean  after 
Mr  Clinton  insisted  that  it 

was  unacceptable  for  two 

Nato  allies  to  go  to  war  over 
an  island  which  Is  only  used 

to  graze  goats.  He  said  Greece 

and  Turkey  “have  too  much In  common  and  too  much  to 

gain  in  getting  along  with 

each  other  and  we  have  too 

many  other  important  issues 
in  that  area”  for  the  dispute 

toescalate. 
“We  reached  an  agreement 

on  gradual  withdrawal  of  mil- 
itary units  which  started  at 

six  this  morning  and  Is  under 

way.  The  biggest  units  have 

already  disengaged,’’,  said 
Theodoras  Pangalas,  the  -for- 

eign minister. 
Turkey  responded  by  say- 

irith 

tag  it  was  pleased  with  the 

reports  that  Greece  was  with- drawing and  confirmed  it 

would  also  pull  back.  "We only  wanted  one  thing,  that 
the  Greek  soldiers,  ships  and 

flag  would  be  withdrawn.” said  Deniz  Baykal,  the  Turk- 
ish foreign  minister. 

The  rapid  deterioration  in relations  between  the  two 

countries  appears  to  have 

scuppered  hopes  of  a   rap- prochement on  Cyprus, 

where  the  Americans  are  hop- 
ing for  a   big  effort  towards  a settlement  this  year. 

The  dispute  over  Imia 

erupted  last  week  after  Turk- 
ish journalists  went  to  the Island,  which  Turkey  calls 

Karriak.  and  replaced  a   Greek 

flag  with  a   Turkish  one. 
Greece  says  the  island  was 

ceded  to  it  by  Italy  in  1947 

along  with  the  main  islands  of 

the  Dodecanese  off  the  Turk- 
ish coast,  but  Ankara  dis- 

putes this. 

A'  Greek  navy  helicopter 

crashed  during  the  mutual 
withdrawal  yesterday.  The 
Greek  defence  ministry  said 

three  crew  were  missing. 

As  Greek  gunboats,  sub- marines and  elite  commados 

retreated,  few  believed  it  was 

the  end  of  the  spat  The  dis- 
pute has  reinforced  the  Greek 

perception  of  Turkey's  desire to  expand  across  the  Aegean. 

Czech  party  slows  race  to  Nato 
Jonathan  Steele 

THE  first  hint  of  a   pause 
in  central  Europe's  rush 
to  join  Nato  has  emerged 

in  Prague,  with  the  Social 

Democratic  Party’s  promise of  a   referendum  before  any 
decision  is  taken. 

To  the  displeasure  of 
United  States  diplomats,  the 

party  has  also  said  that  if  the 
Czech  Republic  joins  Nato  it 
should  not  permit  foreign 

troops  or  nuclear  weapons  to 
be  based  on  its  territory. 
The  Social  Democrats  are 

running  second  to  the  ruling 
Civic  Democratic  Party  in 

opinion  polls  before  parlia- 
mentary elections  In  May. 

Like  the  rightwing  govern- 

ment, the  party  used  to  advo- cate unqualified  entry  to 

Nato.  But  delegates  at  the 

recent  party  congress  forced 

the  leadership  to  accept  that 

any  decision  to  join  must  be 

put  to  the  nation. 
The  retreat  from  Nato-fa- 

naticism  mirrors  poll  find- 
ings in  Hungary  and  Poland, 

where  broad  public  support 

for  Nato  membership  has  de- 
clined somewhat 

In  Hungary,  a   poll  late  last year  found  support  dropping 

from  46  to  38  per  cent  and  op- 
position rising  from  11  to 

30  per  cent  after  Nato  pub- 
lished its  long-awaited  condi- 
tions for  enlargement  Al- 

though the  alliance  set  no  a 
priori  requirement  for  new 
members  to  accept  nuclear 
weapons  and  foreign  troops, 
It  did  not  offer  them  a   veto. 

In  Poland,  a   poll  showed 

SB  per  cent  against  foreign 
troops  and  62  per  cent  against 
nuclear  weapons  in  Pdland 
after  entry  to  Nato. 

The  new  hesitancy  over  the 

terms  of  Nato  membership 

appears  to  be  a   revival  of  the mood  which  swept  through 
central  Europe  a   decade  ago 

during  the  fierce  debate  about 

stationing  Soviet  SS-20 '   and 
American  Pershing  and 
Tomahawk  missiles  on  each 
side  of  the  cold-war  divide.  In 
Germany  and  central  Europe 
many  felt  they  would  be  the 
first  victims  of  an  Bwhangg  of 

medium-range  nuclear  mis- siles by  the  two  superpowers.. 

Central  Europeans  are  real- 
ising that  Nato  membership 

carries  risks  as  well  as  gains. 

They  also  see  that  longer- standing  alliance  signatories 
have  always  had  d   la  carte 
membership.  The  Czech 
Social  Democrats'  new  policy 

says  the  country  should  fol- low the  Danish  or  Norwegian 
models  of  Nato  membership, 
which  ban  foreign  bases  and 
nuclear  weapons. 

Analysts  in  Prague  say  US 

diplomats  are  particularly 
concerned  by  a   possible  ban 

on  foreign  troops  and  bases  in central  Europe.  Washington 

views  tbe  troop-free  zone  in 
Denmark  and  Norway  as  less 

important  because  both  are 
“flank,  countries”. 

In  advance  of  possible  Hun- 
garian membership  of  Nato. 

the  US  has  taken  over  a   large 
former  Warsaw  Pact  base  at 

Kaposvar  in  the  Danube 
plain.  The  Pentagon  is  using 
it  as  a   staging  area  for  troops 

implementing  the  Bosnian 
peace  accords,  but  analysts 

presume  the  US  wants  to  turn 
it  into  a   permanent  facility for  American,  use. 

Vaclav  Klaus,  the  Czech 

prime  minister,  wants  do  lim- 
its on  Nato.  He  said  Czechs 

should  not  behave  ’’like  a   pas- 
senger who  takes  the  tram 

but  does  not  buy  a   ticket". 

‘Without  the  idea  of  art*:  that’s  a   chilling  notion,  but  it  may 
be  that  finally  after  2,500  years,  literature  in  the  widest 

possible  sense  is  surrendering  to  technology.  After  all, 
in  just  50  years  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek  has  been 
reduced  to  a   tiny  specialist  area  and  it  looks  as  if 

departments  of  English  will  follow. 
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There  is  little  for  Yeltsin  to  celebrate,  with  poor  poll  ratings  and  an  exodus  of  the  country’s  brightest 

Birthday  blues  for  Boris 
as  his  popularity  sinks 
David  Haarst  In  Moscow 

A   RUSSIAN  president's 
65th  birthday

  
is  usu- 

ally quite  an  event 
In  the  old  days  he 

could  reasona
bly  

expect  to 
award  himself  a   golden  star  of 
Hero  of  Socialis

t  
Labour,

 
which  would  be  presente

d  
at 

a   Kremlin
  
ceremon

y  
broad- 

cast on  state  televisio
n. 

Gifts  would  pour  into  the 
Kremlin;  bright  carpets  and 
jars  bearing  the  great  leader's 
face  from  the  Aslan  republics; 
model  tractors,  aircraft,  Tanka 
and.  missiles  from  workers' 
collectives.  The  celebrations 
would  culminate  In  an  assem- 

bly at  the  Bolshoi  Theatre  in 
the  evening.  Boris  Yeltsin, 
who  turns  65  today,  will  be 
spared  all  this. 

“Going  by  past  years,  we  do 
not  expect  any  public  engage- 

ments.” an  in  htc  ac- 
creditation department  said 

“The  president  will  have  a 
regular  working  day  and  he 
will  celebrate  his  birthday 
with  his  work  colleagues  and 
tamily."  It  will  have  to  be  a 
quiet  family  affair  if  the  tele- 
grams  toe  president  is  receiv- ing are  anyth  ing  to  go  by. 
One  such  telegram  read; 

“The  people  of  the  town  of Salsk,  of  the  Rostov  region, 
are  indignant  about  the  crud- 

est violation  of  law  and 
human  rights  linkprf  to  the 

start  of  the  president’s  elec-  j 
toral  campaign.” 
Russian  railway  workers  1 

were  apparently  ordered  to 

sign,  on  threat  of  diamtomi, 
the  official  petition  support- 

ing Mr  Yeltsin’s  candidacy. 
On  Saturday  the  president 

owned  up  to  the  wheeze  as 
only  he  knew  how  —   by 
threatening  to  “beat”  his  dep- 

uty prime  minister,  Oleg  Sos- 
kovyets,  who  runs  his  cam- 

i   paign.  Some  railway  workers 
i   had  been  told  they  would  not 

be  paid  unless  they  signed  his 
nomination.  He  needs  1   mil- 

lion signatures. 
But  this  is  mild  in  compari- 

son with  what  many  Russians 
think  of  their  president. 

Activists  from  the  All  Rus- 
sian Fund  of  Social  Support 

for  toe  first  Russian  Presi- 

dent in  Mr  Yeltsin's  home town  of  Yekaterinburg  were 
disillusioned.  Angelina  Shor 
said;  “Thanks  to  thw  activities 

of  the  president's  circle,  we found  ourselves  in  such  dirt 
...  I   am  not  only  not  going  to 

agitate  for  Yeltsin.  I   won’t 
vote  for  him  anymore.” Reactions  to  Mr  Yeltsin 
were  worse  when  they  came 
from  people  who  had  been 
close  to  the  president 

Gavriil  Popov.  Moscow’s former  mayor,  who  helped 

him  to  power,  said:  “Yeltsin can’t  break  with  two  funda- 
mental qualities  of  his  per- 

sonality —   his  populism  and 

bossiness.” 

Pavel  Voshchanov,  his  for- 

mer press  officer,  said:  “Not only  your  pocket,  but  your 
reason  prompts  you  to  say, 

Tor  God  Sake  he  must  go*." 
According  to  opinion  polls. 

Mr  Yeltsin  has  sunk  to  10th 

position,  with  only  5   per  cent 

;   of  Russians  expressing  confi- dence in  his  candidacy. 
It  is  hard  to  find  supporters. 

I   One,  an  academic,  said:  “I 
'   wfil  vote  for  him,  as  many  of 

the  Italian  Christian  Demo- 
crats voted  in  the  1970s  — 

holding  their  noses.” Sergei  Filatov,  a   former 

supporter,  said:  “The  last steps  of  the  president  have 
upset  me.  Everything  which 
happens  near  toe  president 
provokes  concern,  whether 
you  talk  about  toe  state  of  his 
health,  his  security  service  or 
about  the  existence  of  a 

shadow  centre  of  power.” He  should  know.  Mr  Yeltsin 

sacked  him  as  head  of  his  ad- 
ministration two  weeks  ago. 

Russia’s  youth^vote  with  their  feet 
Disillusioned  rich  students  are  leaving 

in  droves  to  study  and  work  abroad,  . 
writes  Carol  Williams  in  Moscow 

£   £   I   BATE  my  country1', I   said  Maria  Mikhai- 
I   lava  as  toe  Delta  Air 

Lines  flight  from  New  York 
taxied  toward  toe  gate  at  Mos- 

cow’s Sheremetyevo  airport. 
Tm  excited  about  seeing  my 
family  again,  but  I   just  cannot 

live  here  anymore,”  toe  eco- 
nomics student,  aged  21,  said, 

g»*fog  with  disgust  at  toe 
dimly  lit  terminal. 
She  was  back  for  a   visit 

after  her  first  three  months  at 

Harvard  —   an  educational  op- 
portunity unthinkable  for 

Russians  not  that  long  ago, 
and  one  that  had  cost  her 
hard-working  parents  dearly. 
Bat  zf  Ms  Mikhailova  and 

thousands  of  other  youths 
freon  the  urban  elite  who  are 
studying  abroad  opt  to  stay 
there,  the  exodus  will  take  a 

heavy  toll  on  Russia's  hopes for  a   democratic  fixture. 
Like  many  members  of  toe 

emerging  privileged  class 
who  have  came  of  age  at  a 
time  when  Russia  has  open 
borders,  Ms  Mikhailova  has 
had  the  chance  to  compare 
the  hardships  at  home  with  ; 

the  abundance  abroad  and hag  cWiriari  that  a   life  of  sac- 

rifice is  not  for  her.  “I  want  to live  in  America  or  England  or 

France,  but  not  here,”  she Mid  “j  don’t  believe  anything 
good  will  ever  be  created  in 

Russia.” 

{The  children  cf  those  pros- 

pering from  Russia’s  new- found capitalism  are  leaving 
in  droves  to  study  abroad  and 
to  start  careers  in  countries 

where  they  might  he  better rewarded. 

The  threat  of  being  drafted 
for  duty  in  Checbenia,  toe 
rise  in  crime  and  violence  in 
the  cities,  the  corruption  of 

their  once-respected  educa- 
tional institutions  are 

reasons  why  young  people 

want  to  give  up  and  get  out 
More  than  2,000  visas  are 

Issued  for  Russian  students  by 
toe  United  States  consulate 
flsrli  year,  and  thousands  of 

students  are  thought  to  be  en- 
rolled in  private  European  iu-- stftutians.  The  only  deterrents 

for  young  Russians  who  de- 
cide to  stay  abroad  are  toe 

legal  and  economic  conditions 
in  their  country  cf  choice. 

Nearly  every  successful 
business  person  in  Moscow 
argues  that  foreign  study  is 
the  best  investment  parents 
can  make  for  their  children. 
Many  wealthy  parents  also 
see  it  as  a   way  cf  protecting 
their  children  against  the  rise 
in  crime. 
“Many  new  businessmen 

here  are  in  a   position  to  send 
their  children  abroad  for  edu- 

cation,” said  Alexander  Shev- 
chenko, head  of  the  Moscow 

office  of  the  International  stu- 

The  only  patriotic 

feelings  I   have  are 

for  my  parents  and 

for  my  friends’ dent  exchange  programme. 
Youthfor  Understanding. 
A   common  feeling  among 

young  people  is  a   weakening 
desire  to  return  to  build  a   bet- 

ter Russia.  “I  don’t  feel  any 

obligation  to  this  country,” said  Masha  Zarakhovich, 
aged  20,  who  returned  for  the 
.winter  holidays.  She  is  on  a 
scholarship  at  Berry  College 
in  Mount  Berry,  Georgia. 
‘The  only  patriotic  feelings  I 
have  are  for  my  parents,  for 
the  flat  where  I   grew  up,  for 

my  friends  —   certainly  not 

for  the  government” Dmitri  Bogatyrev,  who  is 
studying  civil  engineering  at 
Moscow  State  University. 

said  the  quality  of  higher  edu- 
cation has  suffered  tremen- 
dously in  recent  years  be- cause tiie  economic  crisis  has 

fostered  bribery  and  cheating. 
“At  MSU,  a   diploma  costs 
£7,000.  Everyone  knows  this. 
At  lesser  schools,  you  can  buy 

one  for  £5,000,”  he  said. Mr  Bogatyrev,  who  went  to 
school  in  New  York  while  his 

fetoer,  a   television  correspon- 
dent, was  working  there,  also 

blamed  the  sorry  state  erf  Rus- 
sian higher  education  an  the  , 

lack  of  financial  support. 
"How  can  the  government 

keep  the  best  professors  when 

they  pay  £20  or  £35  a   month?” he  said. 
Russian  education  officials 

acknowledge  the  conse- 
quences of  a   youthful  brain drain.  Mikhail  Myasnikov, 

'   rhiaf  of  the  foreign  relations 

I   department  of  the  state  com- mittee for  higher  education, 

said:  "It  always  hurts  to  lose 
something  that  belongs  to 
you,  especially  your  young 
people  and  toeir  idealistic 
values. 

"But  once  we  decided  to  be- 
come a   democratic  country, 

we  had  to  come  to  terms  with 
this.”  —   Los  Angeles  Times. 

The  COOPERATIVE  BANK 

7 he  COOPERATIVE  BANK 

Still  paying  for  a 
credit  card? 

Why? 
Some  banks  charge  as  much  as  £12  a   year  for  a

   discount  rate  of  just  IX  per  month  (I2.
6X 

credit  card  and  as  much  as  £90  for  a   Gold  Card. 
 APR  variable).  So.  if  you  owe  say  £3,000  on  a 

These  Cooperative  Bank  Visa  cards  are  guara
nteed  Barclays  or  NatWest  Bank  credit  ca

rd  you  could 

for  life  You  will  never  be  charged  an  annu
al  save  up  to  £290  over  two  years.*  As

  for  your 

fee  Think  what  that  could  save  you  
over  a   credit  limit,  we  guarantee  to  

match  what  you 

These  Cooperative  Bank  Visa  cards  are  gua
ranteed  Barclays  or  NatWest  Bank  credit

  card  you  could 

free  for  life  You  will  never  be  charged  a
n  annual  save  up  to  £290  over  two  

years.*  As  for  your 

fee  Think  what  that  could  save  you 
 over  a   credit  limit,  we  guarantee  to

  match  what  you 

lifetime  You  don't  even  have  to  bank  
with  us.  currently  have.  (Our  Gold  Card 

 carries  a   minimum 

You  on  transfer  your  existing  balance  f
rom  any  £3,000  limit.)  So  tall  us  free,

  and  say  goodbye 

other  major  credit  card  com
pany  at  a   special  to  your 

 annual  fee. 

.gill  0800 135  000 
**.:■?*;  *..7'  CaU  free  quodng  rdwwM  na  5

7301  or  pose  die’opupon 

..  .7:  ^   C^ddaf^Co-opOTowBMkpJx. FREEPOST  {MR8 1 92). Manchester  M I   9AZ 

^   or  phone  0600  135  000  (24  hours  a   day.  7   days  a   week). 
 Please  use  block  capitals. 

-   »•  '*?  •.!'  ■   Addrass   

.   !v.*  - 

.   Phone  number. 

..U^f  ’.j/ji  V   V',v  •   please  tick  card  interested  in  Qvfaa  Card  G   Gold  Visa  Card  $7301 

—   ^wriag>JtCAMSUW-l-»'IOJ^**^wgr<*»*^UreMW<gCVe<W*eWHl8TlMmtfCAHBgirA5riflT*«PgTEAR. 
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wJunmaUOKnONS *«£ o^B**OJ«MI*V!SAC«DOaa*A»V«XILDOTST£«iN«WIBTvWA CAM) «T2j4SAi*WOUU>C0$T£7K 
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WORLD  HEWS  7 
Hungry 

wolves 
invade 
Estonia 

*.-,■■  m 

Lost  for  words . . .   President  Boris  Yeltsin,  who  Is  expected  to  celebrate  his  65th  birthday 

quietly  today,  has  alienated  many  of  his  former  supporters  who  helped  him  to  power 

Jen  Henley  In  Tallinn 

EXPECT  the  worst  from 

the  east,  the  Estonians 

say:  IT  it’s  not  Tsar  Pe- ter’s cavalry  it  will  be  the 

Red  Army.  This  winter,  it  is 
Russian  wolves. 

Two  unusually  cold 
months  have  frozen  lake 

Peipsi,  which  forms  much 
of  Estonia’s  eastern  border 
with  Russia.  This  has 
allowed  hungry  grey  wolves 
to  cross  into  the  Baltic 
state's  deep  forests,  swell- 

ing the  native  population. Hunters  estimate  up  to 

800  wolves  may  be  at  large in  Estonia,  a   country  the 
size  of  the  Netherlands, 
which  might  naturally  sup- 

port a   wolf  population  a tenth  of  this  size. 
“Urey  are  a   problem  this 

year.”  said  Jaak  Tam  bets, 

the  environment  ministry's senior  conservation  officer. “They  take  wild  boar,  elk 

and  roe  deer,  and  some- times cattle  and  pets.  We don’t  know  exactly  how 

many  there  are,  but  it’s  a 

lot.” 

There  have  been  no 

recorded  attacks  on  hu- 
mans. though  a   wolf  was 

recently  sighted  six  miles from  the  capital.  Tallinn. 
The  Estonian  government 

has  allocated  funds  to  equip 

wolf  hunters  with  walkie- 
talkies.  Extra  hunting  li- 

cences have  been  granted. 

Wolf  hunters  enter  snow- covered  forest  clearings 

carrying  guns  and  reels  of twine  knotted  with  scraps 
of  red  bunting.  Winding  the 

twine  through  the  trees, 

they  drive  the  wolves  into the  trap  where  they  stop 

short,  apparently  scared  by 
the  fluttering  cloth. 
Last  winter  some  200 

were  shot  this  way:  the  fig- 
ure could  be  higher  this 

year,  Mr  Tambets  said. Mass  deportations  and collectivisation  during  50 

years  of  Soviet  occupation 
turned  parts  of  Estonia  into 
a   wolfs  paradise,  by  restor- 

ing the  animal’s  natural 
habitat.  A   series  of  mild 
winters  —   bad  for  hunting 

—   helped  to  boost  numbers. 
In  Estonian  folklore,  the 

wolf  was  both  admired  and 

feared.  One  of  the  few  crea- tures strong  enough  to 

overpower  the  devil,  it  was 
too  terrifying  to  be  called 

by  its  real  name  and  was known  as  the  Grey  Cotton 
Man,  or  Scratch  Eye. 

New  rates  from 
the  Bristol  &   West 

PREMIER  OPTION  BOND 
Interest  rates  effective  from  1st  February  1996 

FIXED  RATE  OPTION  -   Issue  C 

INVESTMENT GROSS  PA**  (Fixed) 

NET  PA* 

£100,000+ 

INTEREST  PAID  SIX  MONTHLY 

6.35%  4.76% 

£50,000+ 6.30% 4.73% 

£25,000+ 

6.30% 
4.73% 

£5,000  (MlNlMUM)+ 6.20% 4.65% 

£100,000+ 

INTEREST  PAID  MONTHLY 

6.17% 
4.63% 

£50,000+ 6.13% 

4.59% 

£25,000+ 

6.13% 4.59% 

£5,000  (minimum)+ 
6.03% 

4.52% 

RATE  GUARANTEE:  Bristol  &   West  guarantees  that  these  rates  are  fixed  until  31st  July  1996. 

NOTICE  FOR  PREMIER  OPTION  BOND  (ISSUE  D)  HOLDERS 
The  Society  b   Introducing  revised  Terms  &   Conditions  to  taka  effect  from  1st  February  1996.  The  purpose  of  this  Is  to  nuke  Terms  &   Conditions  easier  far  you  to 

understand,  and  to  darify  the  circumstances  In  which  future  changes  to  Itoms  &   Conditions  may  be  made  and  when  interest  rates  may  be  wled.  A   copy  of  the 

revised  Terns  &   Conditions  is  available  from  any  of  the  Society's  branches  or  from  Head  Office. 

PLEASE  CONTACT  YOUR  NEAREST  BRANCH  FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION. 

**  Grass  rales  are  ftrad  as  shown  and  do  on  take  account  of  deductions  of  Income  Xu.  If  you  are  eligible  to  receive  your  Interest  without  deduction  of  tax  you 

should  register  an  Inland  Revenue  Form  fBS  wtikh  Is  available  la  ail  tbe  Society's  branches.  ‘Assumes  Basic  Rate  las  at  25%  Interest  Rates  shown  is  Net  ere 

purely  dUunathe.  The  actual  nrt  amount  receivable  by  an  investor  who  has  not  registered  for  Gross  Interest  wiQ  depend  upon  the  Bask  Rate  of  Income  Tax  In 

force  at  tha  Ume  Interest  b   credited  or  paid  out.  Interest  is  Credited  or  paid  out  at  perlodts)  In  accordance  wtUi  the Terms  end  Conditions  of  rbe  Bond,  for  conditions 

of  withdrawals  see  the  Premier  Option  Bend  Terms  and  Conditions.  Races  correct  at  ut  February  1996.  Bristol  &   West  Building  Society  Is  a   member  of  the 

Bonding  Societies  Association,  and  of  the  Budding  Societies  Ombudsman  Scheme,  and  subscribes  n   the  Coda  of  Banking  Practice. 

LOWER  MORTGAGE  RATE 
With  effect  from  1st  February  1996  the  Standard  Variable  Rate  for  existing 

borrowers  will  be  reduced  to  7.49%  typical  APR  7.8%  (variable).  Borrowers  will  be 
individually  notified  of  the  change  in  their  monthly  payments. 

rfl 

BRISTOL  £r  WEST  BUILDING  SOCIETY 

TOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A   MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT 
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What  wage  for  an  MP? 
The  answer  is  to  pay  more  but  to  fewer  of  them 

THE  DAMAGE  has  been  done  and  it 

may  be  too  late  to  put  the  record 
straight  Nevertheless  the  motion  on 

MPs’  pay  which  attracted  such  exten- 
sive support  at  Westminster  on  Tues- 

day night  does  not  call  for  a   doubling  of 

backbenchers’  salaries.  In  fact  Early 
Day  Motion  351  is  more  modest  and 
sensible.  It  says  that  the  question  of 

MPs'  and  ministers’  pay  should  be 
referred  to  the  Nolan  Committee.  Noth- 

ing there  about  specific  salary  levels. 
Nothing  about  comparabilities  either. 

And  no  mention  of  the  “doubling” 
which  scooped  the  headlines  yesterday. 
Contrary  to  the  hype,  the  motion  is 
straightforward  and  deserves  support 

Yet  it  was  almost  inevitable  that  the 

MPs’  action  was  misunderstood.  MPs 
are  mistrusted,  yet  they  seem  collec- 
lively  slow  to  recognise  the  problem 
and  inept  in  trying  to  remedy  it  They 
rightly  believe  that  their  £34.000  salary 

is  too  low.  Yet  they  have  only  them- 
selves to  blame  for  the  fact  that  nothing . 

sensible  and  structured  has  been  done 
about  it  That  failure  has  encouraged 

many  more  MPs  to  do  what  many  also 
did  already,  to  supplement  their  income 
from  outside  earnings.  That  is  why  the 

growth  of  the  public  relations  and  lob- 
bying Industries  have  found  so  many 

grateful  takers  on  the  Westminster 
backbenches.  That  in  turn  is  why  the 

Nolan  committee  was  set  up  in  the  first 

place.  Many  Conservative  MPs  disap- 
proved of  it  at  the  time,  and  were 

appalled  by  the  far-reaching  character 
of  its  report  last  May.  The  public,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  not  They  start  from 

the  opposite  belief  to  that  of  the  MPs. 
They  largely  assume  that  MPs  and 
ministers  are  well  catered  for  and  quite 

possibly  on  the  take.  However  indig- 
nant this  may  make  MPs.  it  is  sufficient 

of  a   reality  to  ensure  that  they  are 
unable  to  do  anything  about  their  own 

grievances.  Not  for  the  first  time,  there- 
fore. parliament  needs  Nolan.  It  is  cer- 

tainly ironic  that  so  many  MPs  who 
denounced  its  report  last  year  have  now 
come  round  to  the  view  that  the  Nolan 
committee  is  a   necessary  body  after  all. 
There  is,  of  course,  an  important 

procedural  problem.  The  Nolan  com- 
mittee’s terms  of  reference  are  confined 

to  current  concerns  about  standards  of 
conduct  in  public  life.  The  pay  of  MPs 
and  ministers  did  not  originally  form 

any  part  of  that  A   year  ago  ministers 
were  anxious  to  keep  the  questions  of 

short-term  sleaze  and  long-term  pay 
quite  separate.  Nolan  was  seen  as  a 
surgical  operation,  putting  the  body 

politic  back  together  after  a   nasty  acci- 
dent. That  is  no  longer  sustainable,  and 

Nolan  is  increasingly  coming  to  be  seen 

as  a   general  practitioner  rather  than  a 
surgeon,  providing  a   continuing  course 

of  preventive  treatment  for  an  inter- 
linked network  of  cash-and-politics 

problems,  not  just  one-off  cures.  This  is 
the  right  approach,  and  pay  should  be 
referred  to  Nolan.  Yet  by  the  same 
argument  it  must  also  be  right  for  the 
committee  to  look  at  other  questions 

funked  before,  especially  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  political  party  funding. 

We  have  long  argued  that  MPs  and 
ministers  are  underpaid.  We  agree  that 
these  matters  should  go  to  Nolan,  so 

that  they  can  be  put  on  a   long-term 
basis.  But  it  is  naive  and  even  danger- 

ous for  MPs  to  believe  that  even  that  is 

enough.  Referring  pay  to  Nolan  will  not 
get  our  politicians  off  the  hook  of  public 
dissatisfaction.  At  the  very  least,  a   hike 

in  MPs’  salaries  ought  to  be  considered 
alongside  a   review  of  the  case  for  reduc- 

ing the  membership  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  500.  With  a   membership  of 

651.  shortly  to  rise  to  658,  our  parlia- 
ment is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  world. 

Devolution,  would  expose  this  fact  still 
further.  So  would  reform  of  the  upper 
House.  MPs  are  paying  a   price  for  the 

discredit  of  politics  —   but  they  will 
have  to  pay  a   price  for  reform  of  it  too. 

The  maiming  of  Sri  Lanka 
Atrocities  like  this  brutalise  society  but  solve  nothing 

CARNAGE  in  the  streets  of  the  Sri 

Lankan  capital.  Colombo,  where  55 
people  were  killed  and  1,400  injured 
yesterday  by  suspected  Tamil  suicide 
bombers,  is  a   terrible  reminder  of  the 

human  cost  of  civil  war  in  a   beautiful, 

tear-shaped  island  —   and  of  the  limits 
of  force  in  solving  chronic  ethnic  con- 

flicts. Every  prospect  does  not  please:  13 
years  and  perhaps  50.000  lives  further 

on,  the  violence  shows  no  sign  of  abat- 
ing. Tamils,  making  up  nearly  18  per 

cent  of  the  18  million  strong  population, 
want  more  say  in  running  their  own 
lives  with  demands  ranging  from 
greater  powers  for  provincial  councils 
to  full  independence  in  the  north  and 
east  of  the  country. 

They  have  always  argued  that  Colom- 

bo's language,  education  and  employ- 
ment policies  have  been  shaped  in  ways 

that  favour  the  majority  Sinhalese, 
though  nowadays  moderate  Tamils  see 

signs  that  their  complaints  are  begin- 
ning to  be  heeded.  This  is  a   war  with 

tools  deep  in  the  past,  but  the  special 

tragedy  of  yesterday's  dreadful 
explosion,  attributed  to  the  separatist 
Liberation  Tigers  of  Tamil  Eelam,  is 
that  it  comes  at  a   time  when  prospects 
for  a   political  settlement  —   the  only 
sort  possible  —   bad  seemed  brighter 
than  before. 

President  Chandrika  Bandaranaike 

Kumaratunga  was  widely  praised  when 
she  took  the  initiative  a   year  ago.  boldly 
offering  a   cessation  or  hostilities  with 
the  LTTE,  only  to  face  renewed  attacks 
on  military  and  civilian  targets.  Her 

package  of  devolution  proposals,  offer- 
ing substantial  autonomy  on  eight 

regional  councils,  was  rejected  both  by 

the  Tigers  and  hardline  Sinhalese  na- 
tionalists. Recently  presented  to  parlia- 

ment in  clear  legal  form,  the  proposals 
are  on  hold  hut  could  represent  a   major 

constitutional  accomodation  for  legiti- 
mate Tamil  concerns  —   yet  without  the 

approval  of  the  Tigers  they  cannot  be 

implemented. 
The  government  too  has  followed  a 

dual  strategy:  Mrs  Kumaratunga  came 
under  pressure  from  her  own  generals 

and  last  October  authorised  a   new  of- 
fensive that  resulted  in  the  capture  of 

the  Tiger-controlled  Jaffna  peninsula. 
But  without  that  key  citadel  to  defend 

they  then  became  freer  to  concentrate 
on  what  made  them  notorious  — 
terrorism. 

The  Tigers  have  always  had  ruthless- 
ness on  their  side:  their  leader,  the 

messianic  Velupillai  Prabhakaran,  sent 

“hit  squads”  to  kill  the  Indian  Prime 
Minister  Rajiv  Gandhi  as  well  as  the  Sri 
Lankan  President  Ranasinghe  Prema- 
dasa  and  the  opposition  presidential 
candidate  Gamini  Dissanayake.  And  as 
their  extremism  sets  the  tone,  other 
Tamils  have  either  fallen  silent  or  be- 

come collaborators.  This  war,  with  its 
inevitable  atrocities  and  human  rights 
abuses  by  both  sides,  has  brutalised  Sri 

Lankan  society  and  maimed  the  econo- 
my. Dazed  and  traumatised  office  work- 
ers. dismembered  bodies  and  vengeful 

families  in  downtown  Colombo  will  not 
hasten  its  end. 

Dullness  be  my  friend 
How  to  avoid  becoming  inadvertently  interesting 

THAT  was  the  dullest  January  ever,  the 
Met  Office  reports.  But  record  dullness, 
like  military  intelligence,  is  a   bit  of  a 
contradiction  in  terms.  Even  in  the 
occupationally  downbeat  Met  Office 
there  was  no  disguising  the  excitement 
last  night  as  they  totted  up  the  hours  to 
see  if  January  1996  had  finally  ousted 
January  1917  as  the  dullest  of  all.  If  you 
are  a   weather  forecaster,  then  the 
duller  the  better. 
Those  of  us  who  are  mindful  of 

Charles  Lamb’s  dictum  that  only  a 
melancholy  can  be  dull  in  Fleet  Street 
enjoyed  a   vintage  January.  A   month 

that  included  Emma's  defection  and 
Harriet’s  choice  can  hardly  be  called 
dull  Daphne  Banks  came  back  from  the 
grave  and  so  in  a   different  sense  did 

Lady  Thatcher,  though  Francois  Mitter- 
rand didn’t  We  had  Fergie's  freebies, 

Tony's  stakeholding  and  we  finished  on 
a   high  with  Phil  and  the  snooper. 
People  who  were  too  dull  to  leave  their 

homes  found  themselves  watching 
some  of  the  least  dull  television  in 
months  —   the  Gulf  War.  Covent  Garden 
and  Our  Friends  in  the  North. 

The  trouble  with  being  really  dull  is 
that  an  excess  of  it  will  change  you  into 

your  opposite.  Shakespeare  got  it  right 
with  honest  Constable  Dull,  a   minor 

character  in  Love's  Labour’s  Lost  who 
says  little  but  always  gets  a   laugh. 
Geoffrey  Howe  tried  to  build  a   political 
career  on  dullness,  only  to  be  trans- 

formed when  he  became  inadvertently 

interesting.  The  challenge  with  all  dull- 
ness Is  to  be  quite  dull,  fairly  dull,  or 

comparatively  dull  if  you  become  ex- 
traordinarily dull,  astonishingly  dull  or 

simply  the  dullest  then  you  become 
anything  but  dull.  The  Shetland  Isles, 
dubbed  the  dullest  place  in  Britain  by 
the  Met  Office  yesterday,  is  thereby 
instantly  interesting.  Dullness  gives  us 
the  ultimate  contradiction:  the  duller  it 

gets,  the  less  dull  it  becomes. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 

Few  takers  for  a   House  on  the  mairket 

THERE  are  some  of  os 
who  reject  moves  to  In- crease our  wages  above 

inflation  (All-party  campaign 

for  big  rise  in  MPs’  pay,  Janu- 
ary 31).  Our  wages  are  per- 

fectly adequate.  We’re  not 
supposed  to  be  here  for  com- 

mercial gain  but  to  serve  the 

public.  The  norms  of  the  mar- 
ketplace shouldn’t  apply. 

It  would  be  useful,  however, 
to  improve  resources  and 
facilities  to  do  the  job;  but  this 
doesn't  mean  putting  more 

money  in  MPs'  pockets.  Many people  would  be  rightly 
shocked  if  those  MPs  who  have 

forced  down  wages  and  mas- 
sively increased  unemploy- ment over  the  last  17  years 

were  to  stick  their  noses  in  the 
trough  for  higher  wages.  That would  be  hypocrisy  . 

Harry  Barnes  MP. 
House  of  Commons, 
London  SW1A0AA. 

I   WILL  be  giving  whole- 
hearted support  to  MPs  who 

demand  independent  pay 

reviews  and  a   massive  catch- 
up. It  would  be  churlish  not  to 

when  I   demand  only  that  for 
academic  and  related  staff.  Of 
course,  there  are  differences 
between  the  occupations:  MPs 

are  cutting  their  hours,  don’t go  in  most  mornings,  are 
lengthening  their  holidays, 
and  are  resisting  Lord 
Nolan's  call  to  be  explicit 

about  outside  earnings.  Aca- 
demics, librarians,  computer 

staff,  researchers  and  aca- 
demic administrators,  mean- 
while, have  merely  doubled 

student  numbers  in  six  years, 

increased  vital  research  mas- 
sively, brought  in  £1.2  billion 

per  «nmmi  in  overseas  earn- 
ings for  universities,  and  now 

work  55  hours  a   week.  No 
wonder  Screaming  Lord 
Sutch  seeks  parliamentary 

employment 
David  Triesman. 
General  ■S**%rpfary1  Association 
of  University  Teachers. 
9   Pembrldge  Road, 
London  Wll  3JY. 

LAST  week,  a   neighbour, dependent  upon  income 
support  had  to  keep  her  son from  school  as  she  could  not 

afford  new  shoes.  The  Govern- 
ment says  public  expenditure 

on  the  poor  must  be  cut  Our 
voluntary  project,  serving  300 
children  a   week,  gets  no  help 

from  the  local  authority  be- 
cause it  is  short  of  resources. 

MPs,  already  well-paid  and with  substantial  perks,  now 

want  taxpayers’  money  to  pro- 
vide them  with  even  more  af- fluent lifestyles.  If  public 

money  is  available,  let  it  be 
used  where  it  is  needed. 
Bob  Holman. 
18  Finlarig  Street 
Easterhouse, 

Glasgow  G34  0AD. 

A   PTER  the  next  election, 

#%Leicestershire  will  have 
an  extra  MP,  but  I   have  met 
no  one  in  Leicestershire  who 
wants  Alls.  Most  people  want 
/ever  MPs.  r.rtrp  the  rest  of  the 
public  sector,  the  total amount  available  for  pay 

should  be  cash-limited.  Thus if  MPs  wish  their  pay  to 

double,  their  number  should be  reduced  by  a   correspond- 

ing factor  of  two. Roger  Smith. 
LOT,  Loughborough, 
Leicestershire  LE11 3TU.  I 

WE  SHOULD  apply  one 
simple  test  widely  used 

in  the  public  sector:  are  MPs' pay  levels  sufficient  to  recruit 
and  retain?  There  is  no  short- 

age of  applications,  nor  have we  seen  an  exodus  of  sitting 
MPS  leaving  the  trade..  The 
conclusion  must  he  that  pay 
levels  are  high  enough,  and 

the  question  should  rather  he 

whether  lower  salaries  are needed. 

Name  and  address  supplied. 

■pRSTLY,  we  need  to  rrrtro- ■   duce  an  allowance  for  at- 
tendance. We  cannot  continue 

with  the  aid  practice  of  people 
drawing  a   salary  when  they 
do  not  turn  up  for  work. 

Next  there  should  be  a   per- 

formance element:  rating- would  he  determined  by  a 

panel  drawn  from  a   cross  sec- 

tion of  society.  The  pay  of  the 
PM  or  other  ministers  would 
be  cut  if  they  refused  to 
answer  questions  directly. 

Penalties  would  be  intro- 
duced for  bores  and  toadies. Backbenchers  would  only  be 

paid  when  a   vote  takes  place. 
Colin  Adkins. 55b  Kingscourt  Road, 

London  SW16  DA. 

I   BELIEVE  toe  public  would 
support  higher  pay  for  MPs 

if  toe  present  incumbents 
would  agree  to  leave.  This 
would  give  us  toe  opportunity 

to  elect  people  who  are  worth 
telephone-number  salaries. Daniel  Currie. 
3Q  Radipole  Road, 
London  SW65DL. 

I’M  confused:  the  Govern- 
ment spends  several  years 

attempting  to  convince  us that  Conservative  pay  rains 

(ie  low  pay)  are  the  only  way 

to  attract  investment.  You’d have  thought  toe  fact  that  our 
MPs  are  the  third-worst  paid 
in  Europe  was  another  sign  of our  increasing  prosperity. 

Howard  BorrelL 
15  Easedale  Close, 
Chesterfield  SHD4XP. 

WHY  do  Conservative 

MPs  want  improved  pay 

to  help  TnaTntain  standards 
and  integrity  at  Westminster? 
I   thought  they  saw  no 

relationship  between  employ- ment and  crime. 
Peter  Mendenhall. 
9   Elm  Bank  Drive. 

Nottingham  NG3  SAL. 

U^ITH  allowances  and  ex- Wpenses.  most  MPs  cost toe  taxpayer  about  £100.000  a 

year,  not  counting  the  free trips  abroad.  And  with  many 
of  them  using  their  wife  or 
partner  as  secretary  or  per- 

sonal assistant,  most  of  the 
£100.000  stays  in  the  family. 
There’s  also  a   generous  pen- 

sion when  they  leave  and redundancy  pay  if  they  get 
chucked  out  And  during  toe 

long  summer  recess  most  of thprn  seem  to  be  able  to  afford 

to  go  s wanning  off  to  second homes  in  sunnier  climes  for 
months  at  a   time,  even 

though  long  holidays  are  the often-used  excuse  for  denying 
schoolteachers  the  proper 
rate  for  toe  job. 

For  every  MP  who  thinks 
they  are  underpaid,  there  will 
be  at  least  10  equal  or  better 
people  in  their  constituency 
only  too  anxious  to  the  job.  So 

they  might  as  well  stand  aside and  let  some  unemployed  or 

underpaid  person  get  on  the 

gravy  train. 
EH  Wood. 
Fourwinds, 

Tavistock  Road, 
Okehampton. 
Devon  EX204LX. 

Wovr^m 

vJf&T 
A   plea  for  less  bad  spelling’s 
Mlpublic  display  of  Incor- 

rect written  English  be  pun- 
ishable by  law?  For  example: 

each  wrong  spelling  on  a 
notice  or  sign  might  carry  a 

fine  of  £10;  a   misplaced  apos- 
trophe —   £15;  the  misuse  erf  a 

word  such  as  “less’'  instead  of “fewer”  —   £20.  And  so  on. 

The  responsibility  for  spy- 
tog  out  such  errors  would  rest 
with  Language  Wardens,  who 
would  wear  a   smart  uniform 

with  a   cap  based  on  the  mor- 
tar-board. They  might  be  out- 

of-work  English  teachers  or 
retired  headmistresses.  These 
wardens  would  first  of  all 
attach  a   warning  notice  to  toe 

offending  sign.  If  the  mistake 

were  not  corrected  within  two 
weeks,  a   Fixed  Penalty  Notice 
would  be  attached.  For  non- 
compliance,  non-payment  of 
fine,  or  repeated  offences,  the 

perpetrator  would  have  to  at- tend compulsory  evening 
classes  in  spelling  and 

grammar. 
These  measures  might 

seem  Draconian,  but  toe  situ- 
ation is  desperate.  I   know  of 

at  least  one  store  that  has,  in 

its  men’s  department,  aban- 
doned toe  use  of  the  posses- sive entirely.  And,  in  my  local 

market  today,  I   noticed  five 
unnecessary  apostrophes. 
Michael  E   Harvey. 
26  Mere  Road. 

Blackpool  FY39AT. 

Shed  a   tier  for  Berkshire 

Jails  and  Wales 

I   WAS  disappointed  that  you 
did  not  offer  the  Prison  Ser- 

vice the  opportunity  to  com- ment before  printing  Bob 

Johnson's  account  of  the  con- 
sequences of  the  closure  of  C 

wing  at  Parkhurst  (Jail  shock 
for  Howard,  January  27).  We 
have  known  for  some  time 
that  it  would  no  longer  be 
possible  to  continue  the  very 
good  work  Dr  Johnson  has 
undertaken  with  toe  difficult 

prisoners  in  the  special  unit 

This  was  a   direct  conse- 
quence of  the  Learmcrnt  En- 

quiry recommendation  that 
Parkhurst  should  be  down- 

graded and  removed  from  toe 
high-security  estate.  This 
downgrading  meant  that 
Parkhurst  could  no  longer 
hold  toe  Category  A   prisoners 
with  whom  Dr  Johnson  has 
worked  so  successfully. 

We  are,  however,  deter- mined to  continue  the  good 
work  erf  Parkhurst  C   wing 
and  will  be  establishing  a 

similar  unit  in  another  loca- 
tion. For  the  moment,  the  Cat- 

egory A   prisoners  from  C 
wing  have  gone  to  the  two. 
other  special  units  that  air 
ready  exist  at  Woodhill  and 
Hull  prisons,  where  they  will 
receive  the  support  and 
supervision  they  need. 
RRTUt 
Director  General, 
H   M   Prison  Service. 
Cleland  House.  Page  Street 
London  SWiP  4LN. 

MANY  people  in  the 
Rhonda  spent  four  days 

and  nights  last  week  without 
electricity.  What  is  happen- 

ing? If  this  was  England, 
would  this  situation  proceed 

for  four  days? Joan  E   Green. 
26  Riverside  Park. 
Merthyr  Tydfil, 
Mid  Glamorgan  CF47  8PQ. 

AFTER  my  complaint regarding  £99-worth  of 
overcharging,  the  local  TSB 
branch  finally  responded  by 

saying  they  had  “zeroised’' toe  charges,  Does  this  trans- 
late as  admitting  a   foul-up? 

Roy  Davis. 
18  Greystones  Hall  Road, 
Hunters  Bar. 

Sheffield  Sll  7BA. 

Please  include  a   full  postal 

address,  even  on  e-mailed 
letters,  and  a   daytime 
telephone  number.  We  may  edit 
letters:  shorter  ones  are  more 

likely  to  appear.  We  regret  we 
cannot  acknowledge  those  not used. 

DAVID  MCKZE*S  article  on 
the  future  of  Berkshire 

(Comment  page,  January  31) 
was  very  well  written,  but  he 
failed  to  mention  one  crucial 

point 

If  Berkshire  County  Coun- 
cil is  replaced  by  six  unitary 

councils  as  proposed,  it  will 
cost  the  local  taxpayer  ap- 

proximately £10  million  extra 
every  year  —   either  through 
increases  in  council  tax  or 
cuts  in  services.  That  figure 
does  not  include  toe  trans- 

itional costs  estimated  at  £16 
million  in  the  first  year  alone. 

When  the  people  of  Berk- shire who  took  part  in  a   Mori 
poll  were  informed  of  this,  73 

per  cent  said  they  would  pre- 
fer to  retain  the  two-tier 

system. The  agreement  was  also 
reached  at  a   time  when  the 
Government  had  stated  that  it 

intended  to  replace  county 
councils  throughout  England 
with  unitaries.  The  goalposts 
were  moved,  four  unitaries 
for  Berkshire  were  ruled  out 
and  the  county  council  quite 

rightly  reevaluated  its  posi- 

tion and  decided  “no  change" was  the  only  option  that 

would  protect  council  ser- 
vices and  council-tax  payers’ 

purses. R   D   Mo  watt. Joint  Leader, 

Berkshire  County  CounciL 
PO  Box  912, 
Shire  Hall,  Shinfield  Park. 

Reading, 

Berkshire  RG2  SXW. 

A   follow-on 

EVEN  using  toe  BBC’s  bud- 
getary standards,  I   must 

take  issue  with  Will  Wyatt’s assertion  (Letters,  January 

31)  that  the  BBC’s  recent  bid 
for  World  Cup  cricket  bigh- 
lights  is  "identical”  to  toe  one 
made  to  BSkyB  last  autumn. 

The  fact  is  that  the  BBC  of- 
fered £600,000  (conditionally) 

last  year  and  increased  the 
offer  to  a   more  realistic 

£1,000,000  only  this  week. 

Even  a   step  op  the  BBC  hier- archical ladder  cannot  turn 
£600,000  into  £1,000,000. 
Trevor  East  . 
Executive  Director.  Sport 
News  Corporation  Ltd, 

6   Centaurs  Business  Park, 
IsJsworto,  Middx  TW7  SOD. 

God  bless  the  Prince  of  Wales 

IN  A   sensible  column  about 
toe  Sarah  Cook  affair,  Cath- 

erine Bennett  (Oh  to  be  in 

Turkey  now  that  Sarah's 
there,  January  30)  Indulges  In 
a   gratuitous  swipe  at  the Prince  of  Wales,  citing  him  as 
a   one  of  the  reasons  the  girl 

might  choose  to  leave 

England. 
With  characteristic  un- 

pleasantness she  describes 

the  Prince  as  “tampon-lov- ing”, thus  condoning  snoop- 
ing and  the  reporting  of  a   pri- 

vate telephone  call  —   an incident  which,  if  it  happened 
to  Bennett  or  any  of  her 
friends,  would  be  greeted with  outrage. 
What  the  hell  is  wrong  with 

Bennett  and  her  flk?  The 
Prince  of  Wales  reads,  prays, 

loves  the  theatre  and  music, 

tells  jokes,  likes  a   dry  Martini —   and  works  his  butt  off  to 

help  deprived  young  people 
find  a   future.  He  detests  the 

destruction  of  the  environ- 

ment and  supports  multicul- turalism  —   issues  most 
Guardian  readers  would  take 
extremely  seriously. . 

Far  from  giving  a   “lecture” 
on  the  millennium,  he  simply 

asked  for  seriousness,  for 

(maybe;  buildings  i   non-spe- cific) for  people  of  different 
faiths,  and  for  the  regenera 
tion  of  the  inner  cities.  He 

asks  questions;  he  thinks:  he 
does  things. 

Does  all  that  merit  the  hos- 
tility and  contempt  dished  out 

by  chattering  hacks  like 
Bennett? 

It  is  Ironic  that  she  displays 
the  very  casual  brutality  and 
cynical  cheapness  she  de- plores in  the  rest  of  our 
society. 
Bel  Mooney. 
Lansdown, 

Bath, 

Somerset  BA1 9BW. 

Question  time 

Hansard  1845.  “New  Lab an  organised  hypocris Portillo.  Radio  4   1996. 
Who  shall  I   believe? Bernard  Graham. II  Rectory  Lane, Bracknell, 

Berks  RG127AY. 

A   Country  Diary 

NORTHUMBERLAND:  There 

have  been  an  increasing  num- 1 ber  of  r^iorts  over  the  last months  of  sheep  being 
mauled  on  our  hill  farms  by 
what  locals  presume  to  be  a 
wild  cat  or  a   puma.  Sightings 
of  the  beast  are  rare  and  we 
have  been  sceptical  but  now  I 
believe  there  is  a   family  of  big 
cats  living  on  the  Otterburo, 

Elsdon  moors.  A   farmer's wife  told  me  of  two  different 
attacks  which  their  sheep  suf- 

fered. Claw  marks  on  the 

dead  ewes'  backs  as  well  as 

large  png  marks  in  the  snow 
convinced  bar  that  there  was 
a   large  feline  predator  in  the 
neighbourhood.  A   game- 
keeper  saw  a   large  black heart  in  his  headlights  late 
one  night  prowling  around 
his  pheasant  poult  pens.  With 
lambing  imminent,  hill  shep- 

herds are  being  vigilant. 
“Recently  our  cattle  stam- 

peded for  no  good  reason,” said  one  shepherd.  “And  the ewes  refused  to  feed  which  Is 
most  unusual  and  worrying 
at  this  time  of  the  year.  They 

will  come  into  the  hemmelsto 
lamb  but  then  they  must  go 

out  to  pasture.  Hard  weather 

win  drive  predators  to  ham* 
around  our  livestock."  Snow is  falling  and  several  feSd roads  are  blocked.  Snow  and 
black  frosts  in  the  Cheviots 

can  decimate  woodcock  and 
snipe  because  their  delicate 
bills  are  more  suited  to  dis- 

covering worms  in  wet.  soft 
solL  I   recently  flushed  curlew 
from  a   half-frozen  stream  at  a 
range  of  no  more  than  12 
yards.  The  thrush  can.  both 
resident  and  migratory,  risk 

being  practically  wiped  out. Peewits  are  now  conspicuous 
by  their  absence  and  1   am 
glad  that  they  will  have  found 
wanner  climes  and  more 

fruitful  feeding  grounds  be- fore starvation  overcomes 
them.  Present  flocks  of  these 
birds  with  their  distinctive 
winter  call  are  not  the  same 
individuals  which  entertain 
us  with  their  nuptial  display 

in  spring  for  they  are  now 
wintering  in  the  south.  Our 
beautiful  Cheviot  hills  attract 
increasing  numbers  of  geolo- 

gists, botanists,  bird-watchers and  hill  climbers  but  It  Is  still 

possible  to  walk  for  an  hour and  not  meet  a   soul 

VERONICA  HEATH 
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Matthew  Norman 

CONFUSION  sur- 
ronnds  mv  vanishing 

friend  Dr  Julian  ■ Lewis,  the  radio  ham  of 
Tory  Central  Office.  Is  he 
safe  or  ten 'the?  Yon  will recall  the  panic  caused  by 
his  failure  to  return  my 
calls.  Yesterday,  finally,  a 
letter  arrived  purporting  to be  from  him;  but  it  is  hard 
to  believe  he  wrote  It  himr 
self.  The  writer  claims  to  be 
“surprised"  at  my  messages 
(as  though  we  were  strang- 

ers!) and  describes  my  ap- 
peals for  positive  sightings 

as  “boring"  (uncharacteris- tically wounding).  He  also 
declares  himself  a   fan  of 

Chris  Muffin  MP,  “a  Jour- 
nalist of  great  integrity . . . 

You,  by  contrast,”  he  goes 
on,  twisting  the  knife, 
"have  shown  yourself  to  be 
nothing  of  the  kind.  There- 

fore I   see  no  point  in  talking 
to  you.**  This  self-important tone  Is  so  out  of  character,  it 
is  difficult  to  imagine  what 
has  happened.  Has  a   per- 

sonality disorder  robbed 
him  of  that  delicious  gift  for 
self- parody?  Has  some  inter- 

loper stolen  his  headed 
notepaper?  Or  has  he  been 
kidnapped  by  socialist  agi- 

tators, and  replaced  at  Cen- 
tral Office  by  a   cybemautic 

clone?  Until  we  find  out,  the 
search  for  the  real  Julian 
Lems  goes  on. 

Signs  of  life  on  the 
mortuary  floor 

Commentary 

Hugo 
Young 

Thkbb  are  signs  that 
Mandy  Mandelson,  the 
MPfor  Hartlepool,  is 

succeedlngin  training  the 
town’s  Labour  councillors 
to  parliamentary  levels  of 
obedience.  Asked  by  the  . 
Hartlepool  Mail  about  Har- 

riet Harm  an,  eight  Labour 
councillors  refused  to  com- 

ment while  only  one  of  the 
other  IS  called  for  her  to 
resign.  Talent  spotters 
among  Labour  whips 
should  look  closely  at  coun- 

cillor Kevin  Cranney,  who 
announced  that  he  knew 
nothing  whatever  of  the  St 
Olave’s  debate,  and  in  fact 
had  never  heard  ofHarriet 
Harman  at  alL 

I   AM  intrigued  by  an  ad- 
vert in  the  Nursing 

Times.  Basildon  and 

Thurrock  general  hospitals 

are  looking  for  nurses.  Ap- 

plicants, it  says,  “will  be 
surprised  at  what  the  Acute 

Trust  has  to  offer”.  Su- 
prised  Indeed:  beneath  the 

caption  "wish  you  were 
here”  is  a   photo  of  a   sunlit 

sandy  beach.  “Of  a   what?” 
says  a   bemused  recruit- 

ment officer.  "Why  am  I 

laughing?  Well,  Basildon’s not  quite  on  the  coast,  is  ft? 

Southend's  15  miles  away. 
Has  it  got  a   sandy  beach?  Er, 

well . . .   maybe  it’s  ■   • 
Portugal."   •   

IT  is  Sky  TV’s  dream  to  be 
taken  for  a   serious  rival 
to  the  BBC,  and  to  this 

end  It  has  been  chasing  the 
Royal  Television  Society 
award  for  best-produced 

news  programme.  This 
year.  It  fancied  its  chances 
for  its  coverage  of  the  end  of 
the  Rosemary  West  triaL 
When  the  RTS  judges  met 
last  Thursday,  the  tape  was 
inserted — but  not  until  it 

began  to  play  did  Sky’s chances  evaporate:  some- 
one had  forgotten  to  trans- 

fer the  footage  from  the 
double  speed  at  which  it  was 
shot  to  normal  running 

speed,  and  the  judges  saw 
the  conclusion  of  the  West 

trial  performed  in  the  style 
of  the  late  Benny  HHL 

IN  today's  extract  from 
With  Nails,  his  film  dia- 

ries, we  find  Richard  E 

Grant  once  again  smashing 
the  actorly  sterotype  to 

smithereens.  It’s  1988,  and 
in  Hollywood  Richard  E 

spends  Valentine's  Day with  Madonna,  befbre 

meeting  “Mr  Stallone  and 

Mr  Shwarzenegger
”  (such 

unaffected  respect  for  the 

stars)  at  a   premiere.  Mean-
 

while, on  his  waytomeettn
g 

“Mr”  Coppola,  a   voice  yells 
“Richard!*'.  It  is  Julia 

Roberts,  who  is  playingTin
- 

kerben  in  Hook.  Quoting 

her.  Richard  E   picks  up  the 
story:  “   ‘Will  you  stay  and 

play  awhile?  D'you  wanna
 

meet  Steven?*  Tfnk  links 
gnus  and  leads  me  to  meet 
Mr  Spielberg.  Manage  a   . 

•pleased  to  meet  you*,  ana 

be  replies  ‘You’re  Withnai
l, 

right?’ Ooooooooooo
ooo. 

This  is  all  a   bit  too  Never- 

Never  Land.”  It  is  indeed. 

Neighbours  sum- 
moned police  to  a 

break-in 
 in  Biggles- 

wade. Beds,  reports 
 Police 

magazine,
  whenffie

y  heard 

banging  noise
s  from  tne 

kitchen  of  a   house
  they 

knew  to  be  vacant.  W
bena 

certain  PC  Eymore  e
ntered 

the  house,  he 

ilycatdesperately W“J*t°
 

dislodge  a   tin  of  cat 
 food 

jammed  on  its  
head. 

MOST  people  Watch- 

ing politics  this 
winter  wfD  find  it 
an  abject  mystery. 

They  see  a   mismatch  between 

time  and  content  They’re 
used  to  exchanges 

 
of  gro- 

tesque misinfo
rmation,  

ami 
political  leaders  screaming  at 
each  other,  but  only,  on  the 

present  scale,  -   during  elec- 
tions. Yet  they  know  an  elec- 

tion is  at  least  a   year  away. 

These  public  scenes  seem  to 
have  no  connection 

 
with  any- 

thing that  affects  the  public. 

They  signal  a   private  game  of 
which  we  know  little,  voters 

must  conclude.  And  the  vot- 
ers are  not  wrong. 

The  private  world  in  ques- 
tion is  that  of  the  Conserva- 
tive Party.  It  is  trying  to  re- 

make Itself  into  something 
that  bears  a   passing  resem- 

blance to  an  election  ma- 
chine. an  aspect  of  Its  identity 

that's  gone  missing  for  three 
years.  Called  to  fight,  let 
alone  win.  a   general  election, 
it  came  to  possess  not  a   frag- 

ment of  the  confidence  neces- 

sary for  such  an  enterprise. 
Now  this  may  be  changing.  A 
vestige  of  belief  begins  to  pen- 

etrate the  corporate  mind. 
Starting  inside  the  Prime 
Minister's  tormented  head, 
fanning  out  behind  him  into 
the  ranks  of  professional 
MPs,  and  extending,  as  they 
hope,  through  the  bedraggled 
ranks  of  volunteer  forces 
round  the  country,  belief  in 
that  weird  entity  called  the 
Tory  Party,  and  in  its  mission 
to  defeat  a   two-timing,  hypo- 

critical, don't-watch-my-lips 

national  catastrophe  naiterf 
the  Labour  Party,  is  return- 

ing a   little  colour  to  the  hol- 
low cheeks  of  the  near-insen- tient cadaver. 

Everything  you  hear,  in 
other  words,  is  directed  at 
other  people  not  you — unless 
you  are  a   Tory  activist  In 
“hypocrisy”,  moreover,  the 
high  command  thtnir  they 
have  found  the  idea  to  neu- 

tralise what  mostly  accounted 

for  their  near-death  experi- 

ence, namely  "sleaze”. There's  a   nice  equivalence  be- tween these  smears.  Both 
raise  character  questions, 

both  spread  a   patina  of  mis- 
trust both  offer  Hmtrteaa  op- portunities for  the  inclusion 

under  a   single  label  of  every 
trick  the  other  side  gets  up  to. 
Each  makes  a   sound-bite 
mantra,  supposedly  the  only 
kind  of  politics  the  voters 
understand.  Mr  Major  has 
been  worried,  not  to  say  out- 

raged, by  the  power  of 

“sleaze'’.  "Hypocrisy"  is  the 

revenge  Ms  Wurman  offered 
him  for  nothing.  The  feet  that 
the  mantra,  whether  uttered 
by  Gtnnmer  on  housing  or 
Major  on  schools  or  Heseltine 
on  crime,  contains  hyperbole 
and  plain  lies  is  beside  the 
point  This  is  not  about  the 
reasoned  persuasion  of  scep- tic floaters  but  Inflaming  the 
guts  of  the  faithful  who  need  a 
song  to  sing. 

It  is  already  having  an  -ef- fect not  least  on  Mr  Major. 
His  Cabinet  enemies  are 
changing  sides.  They  think 
he's  begun  to  control  his  des- 

tiny and  theirs.  One  of  them 
told  me  last  week,  tongue  only 
slightly  in  cheek,  that  Major, 
contemptuously  seeing  off  Mr 
Blair  and  doggedly  pursuing 
his  statesmanlike  duties  in 
Ireland,  was  a   hero  whom  all 
must  now  acclaim.  Maybe  the 
centre  is  betinning  to  take 
hold. 
The  centre  is  certainly 

more  prehensile  than  we 

think,  thanks  tO  Mr  Wpcoltinp For  example,  he  may  easily 
discover,  if  he  wants  to,  the 

name  of  my  loyal  informant 
above.  It's  a   little-known  fact 
that  as  part  of  his  brief  to  get 

a   grip  on  government  coordi- nation. toe  deputy  prime  min- 
ister logs  every  ministerial 

movement  on  computer. 
Never  mind  rtw  £9  billion 
we’ve  suddenly  heard  his 
electronic  dream-machine  | 
might  save  by  taking  over , 

human  Whitehall  jobs,  it  al- ! 

ready  tells  him  .where  every 
minister  is  having  lunch. 
Hezza  can  sit  before  his 
screens,  tracking  toe  coor- 
dinative  data  which  every 
private  office  is  required  to 
feed  him  daily.  By  evening, 

admittedly,  the  screens  close 

j   down.  When  civil  servants  go !   home,  ministers  are  off  the 
network.  Big  Brother  evident- 

ly lunches  but  he  does  not 
dine.  But  as  the  orchestra  tor 
of  ''hypocrisy”,  toe  more  un- 

reasonable the  better,  he's !   been  successful  with  the  audi- ence that  interests  him. 
This  audience  includes,  not 

least,  the  media.  Again,  toe 

priority  at  this  dire  stage  is the  faithful.  Through  the 
autumn,  the  Tory  press 
showed  unprecedented  signs 

of  impending  desertion.  It 
was  flirting  with  Tony  Blair. 

This  had  a   powerful  whiff  cf 
intellectual  dishonesty.  Anti- 
Major  journalists  saw  a   Blair 
victory  as  the  necessary  pre- 

Mr  Major  has  been worried,  not 

to  say  outraged, 

by  the  power 

of  ‘sleaze* lude  to  a   hard  right  takeover 
of  the  Tory  Party.  Many  still 
do.  But  the  seeming  collapse 

of  the  party’s  own  self-belief 
appeared  to  justify  the  flirta- 

tion in  another  way.  Re-mak- 
ing  self-belief  is  toe  essential pre-condition  of  persuading 
three  or  four  tycoons  that 
their  natural  prejudices 

should  not,  after  all,  be  be- 
trayed. Out  of  rage  at  this  in- 
famous "hypocrisy”,  that  pro- ' cess  is  now  under  way.  I 

suspect  we  have  already  seen 

the  high  point  of  an  always  1 fanciful  prospect  toe  Daily  ; 
Mail  and  the  Daily  Telegraph 

giving  the  slightest  credence 
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Good  grammar 
As  Labour  agonises  over 
education,  backbench  MP 

Tony  Wright  takes  issue  with 

Roy  Hattersley,  arch-enemy 
of  secondary  selection 

Dear  Roy,  I   write 

as  afhn. 
 
You  are  a 

beacon
  

cf  sociali
st 

values
-  

Even 
 
dur- 

ing toe  bleak-
 
mid- 

winter of  Thatc
heris

m  
you 

kept 
 your 

 ideolo
gical 

 
nerve 

when 
 many 

 about 
 
you  ware 

losing
  theirs

.  We  share
  R,  H 

Taw
ney

  
as  our 

 patr
on  sain

t 

So  why, 
 readin

g  your  piece
 

on  educa
tion  in  these 

 pages 
 on 

Monda
y,  did  I   feel  an  irres

ist- 

ible urge 
 to  pi^ 

 a   quarre
l 

with  you? 
 It's  not  that  1   think

, 

what 
 you  say  is  wron

g,  but 

that  it  is  not  enoug
h.  In  part  it 

is  a   matte
r  of  tone. 

 While
  I 

admir
e  your  magni

ficent
  

cer- 

tainties. they 
 do  not  seem 

 to 

conne
ct  with 

 the  prese
nt 

anguis
hed  educat

ional 
 
debate

. 

Perhaps  ft  is  too  anguished. 
Teachers  across  the  land  must 

be  wondering  why.  they  bother. 

to  get  qp  in  the  mornings, 
There  are  quality  comprebsn- 
sives  in  abundance,  achieve- 

ment levels  have  risen,  and 
when  I   want  to  cheer  myself 

up  I   just  have  to  drop  in  to  one 
cf  toe  primary  schools  in  my 
constituency.  What  these 
schools  teed  is  a   decade  of 
sustained  investment  around 
dear  objectives  (even  worth  a 

bit  of  heretical  Lab-Libbery  to 

get  it,  in  myvtew),  hot  Irrele- vant arguments  from  toe  pest 

So  why  not;  just  leave  toe 
argument  there,  as  you  seem 
to  want  to  do?  Because  it  is  too 
easy  and  evades  too  much. 
You  always  like  to  insist  that 
ibe  cuErent  fuss  is  only  a   Lon- 

don issue.'  Where  have  you 
been  these  past  20  year*?  As  it 

happens  yotLhave  been  in  Bir- 
mingham. where  toe  school 

system  :,  was  brought  to  its 

knees  by  a   Labour  council 
that  preferred  more  exciting 
projects  than  educating  its 
children,  and  thousands  of 

parents  (like  me)  baled  our 

children  out  into  the  city's grammar  schools,  smuggled 

them  over  toe  border  into  Soli- 
hull, got  out  cheque  books,  or 

pulled  our  hair  out  in  despera- 
tion. It  reached  a   point  of  such 

political  embarrassment,  you 

will  recall,  that  the  council 
had  to  set  up  an  inquiry  to 
find,  out  what  was  wrung  with 

its  schools  (from  which  much 
that  is  good  has  since  flowed). 
A   London  issue  indeed! I   would  ask.  in  a   friendly 
and  fraternal  way,  where  you 
were  In  the***  miserable  years. 
Parents  needed  politicians 
who  would  argue  far  them 

about  quality,  resources  and 
expectations,  not  those  who 
thought  it  sufficient  to  repeat 

old  mantras  to  them  about  the 
intrinsic  superiority  cf  the 

j   comprehensive  principle. 

You  are  right  about  ' toe  chi- 
mera cf  choice,  of  course.  That 

is  why  toe  duty  of  parents  to 

try  to  get  s   decent  education 
tor  their  children  (I  prefer 

duty  to  right  here,  by  the  way) has  to  be  matched  by  the  duty 

of  politicians  to  provide  a   de- 
cent education  for  all  child- 

ren. But  parents  should  not  be nqkp«i  to  wwi  their  children  to 

poor  schools  oat  of  ideological 

principle,  any  more  than  you qhqnld  be  g«k»d  to  eat  in  lousy 

restaurants  as  a   matter  of 

social  solidarity.  If  the  Labour 
Party  was  to  be  seen  to  make 
such  a   request,  people  would 
walk  away  from  the  party  as 
fast  as  they  have  been  moving 
towards  it,  whatever  you  or 

anybody  else  might  say  to 
them.  The  Tories  know  this, 
even  if  some  in  our  party  do 

not  Those  with  any  kind  cf 
choice  will  seek  to  exercise  it 
The  task  of  keeping  the  profes- 

sional einsms  attached  to  toe 
state  system  is  a   real  one.  but 

it  will  certainly  not  be  accom- 
plished by  telling  them  they 

have  a   duty  to  send  their 
children  to  bad  schools. 

Unless  we  understand  why 
-toe  Tories  were  able  to  steal 
the  educational  agenda  in  the 
1980s,  we  shall  not  get  it  back 

now,  despite  David  Bhmketfs heroic  efforts.  They  stole  it 
because  they  looked  as  though 

they  were  more  interested  in 
parental  concerns  about  qual- 

ity and  standards  than  we 

to  the  desirability  cf  a   Labour 

government. So:  something  has  at  last 
happened  for  the  Tory  Party. It  no  longer  looks  like  a   party 

lying  down  to  die.  Whether  it 
can  experience  a   renewal  of 
its  political  life,  however,  is 
another  matter.  Its  own  div- 

isions over  Europe  are  cov- 
ered in  the  thin  disguise  of 

silence,  which  the  quite  mod- 
est provocation  of  other 

people's  noise  will  be  enough 
to  sweep  away  at  any  moment 

Its  attempt  to  overshadow  a pattern  of  sleaze  with  clouds cf  rhetoric  about  hypocrisy 
has  yet  to  survive  publication 
of  toe  Scott  Report,  which  can 

hardly  fail  to  present  itself  as 
a   litany  of  the  higher  chica- 

nery .   Besides,  in  a   contest  be- 
tween these  smears,  hypocrisy 

carries  the  smaller  political 
charge.  In  their  hearts,  many 
voters  may  sympathise  with  a 
thrustful  parent,  rather  fewer 
with  a   back-to- basics  adul- 

terer or  a   secret  armer  of  Sad- dam Hussein. 

Above  all.  however,  the 
voter  will  be  mystified  if  not 
repelled  by  the  game  that , 
seems  to  be  going  on.  One  of  < 
the  features  erf  politics  consis- tently held  in  lowest  regard  by 
those  who  respond  to  opinion  i 

pollsters  is  the  cheap  adver- . 
sarial  savagery  which  party  1 
politicians  sometimes  see  fit 
to  confuse  with  the  national 
interest  During  an  election,  | 
there  is  often  no  tune  to  un-  i 
pick  the  seductive  simplicities  , of  the  news  manipulators.  | 
With  1996  stretching  ahead, 

people  have  all  the  leisure 
they  need  to  contemplate  the 
obnoxious  mendacity  dis- 

played by  Mr  Heseltine  and Mr  Howard  when  they  say 

that  the  Labour  Party  Is  the 
villain’s  friend.  Only  a   Tebbi- 

tist  Tory,  yearning  for  some- 
thing to  get  him  off  his  butt, 

will  buy  that  With  him  and 
her.  It  will  do  the  trick.  But 
then  there  are  the  missing 
millions,  the  audience  whom 
none  of  this  is  meant  to  reach. 

Acts  of  God 
and  microbes 
and  men 

were.  Having  established 
comprehensive  schools  30 

years  ago  as  a   wholly  desir- able social  objective,  1   think 

you  (in  a   representative 
capacity  again)  forgot  that  it 
was  also  an  educational  objec- 

tive that  had  to  be  made  to 
work.  It  should  have  been  toe 

beginning  of  an  educational 
agenda,  not  merely  the  end  erf 
a   social  onp.  We  promised  ex- 

cellence for  all,  but  we  averted 
our  eyes  when  performance 
seemed  to  fell  short  erf  promise 
in  case  it  might  be  seen  to 
contaminate  toe  founding 

principle  or  upset  interest 

groups.  We  contented  our- selves with  general  pleas  for “more  resources"  without 
linking  this  essential  require- 

ment to  a   wider  agenda. 
Yet  that  agenda  was  staring 

us  in  the  fece.  It  was  about 

how  to  universal ise  excel- lence. We  should  have  been 
obsessed  with  why  schools 

serving  the  same  kind  of catchment  area  could  perform 
so  differently.  The  research  on 

this  (as  well  as  the  common- sense)  was  there  to  be  had.  It 
Is  all  about  good  heads,  good 

teachers  and  good  organisa- 
tion in  a   culture  of  high  expec- tations. No  quick  fixes,  just 

sustained  school- improve- ment strategies  year  on  year 
and  a   willingness  to  get  hold 
of  the  difficult  issues  such  as 
incompetent  heads,  poor 
teachers  and  bad  pedagogics. 
It  also  involves  having  the 
information  to  work  on,  less  to 

enable  parents  to  make  un- available choices  and  more  to 
make  good  public  policy. 

Perhaps  you  see  why 

I   cant  help  thinking 

that  it  is  what  you  do 

not  say  that  is  most 
revealing.  Then  there  is  that 
S-word  that  you  spit  out  like  a 
foreign  body.  Selection  stares  , 

out  from  every  estate  agent's  ' 
window.  At  what  point  did 
different  kinds  of  provision 
for  different  aptitudes  become 

antithetical 
 
to  the  comprehen- 

sive principle?  I   won’t  remind yon  that  Thwney  found  it  per- 

fectly possible  to  combine  an 
egalitarian  belief  in  a   common 
culture  with  an  attachment 

 
to 

the  post-1944  tripartism;  but  I 
will  remind  you  that  he  made 

a   powerful  socialist  case  for not  confusing 
 
equality  of 

treatment  with  Identity  of 
treatment  The  unique  British 
curse  is  that  we  have  been 
unable  to  reconcile  diversity 
of  provision  with  parity  cf 
esteem.  Nobody  to  their  right 
mind  (not  even  the  Tories) 

wants  to  bring  back  the  11- 
plus,  but  this  Is  not  a   reason 
for  not  being  realistic  about 
selection.  You  say  you  want  to 

abolish  the  remaining  gram- 
mar schools.  1   should  like  to 

invite  them  to  become  centres 

of  excellence  for  those  child- ren within  a   comprehensi
ve 

system  who  can  benefit,  in 

different  ways,  from  what 

they  might  have  to  offer. 
I   should  like  to  do  the  same 

with  toe  public  schools.  Here  I 
suspect  we  ere  on  common 
ground.  This  is  the  real  social and  educational  divide.  It  is 

an  outrage  that  children  from 
these  7   per  cent  of  schools  still takg  over  half  the  places  at 

Oxbridge,  those  entry  points 

to  power  and  privilege.  This  is 
social  engineering. 

It  was  your  old  chmn  Tony 

Crosland.  architect  of  toe  com- 
prehensive revolution,  who 

said  that  if  we  abolished  toe 
grammar  schools  mid  the 
public  schools  alone  we should  have  TnaHp  matters 

worse,  not  better.  We  have  not 
been  very  imaginative  on  that 
front  either,  it’s  about  time  we 
were.  Now  that  I’ve  got  the quarrel  out  of  my  system, 

could  I   propose  mi  alliance? 

Dr  Tony  Wright  is  Labour  MP  for 

Cannock  8   Bumtwood 

Natasha  Walter 

THE  Ministry  of  Defence 

has  announced  that  it 
will  be  bunching  a   new 

research  project  into  the  mys- terious Gulf  war  syndrome, 

which  has  apparently  left  sol- 
diers and  their  children  suf- 
fering from  a   melange  of  inex- plicable defects  and  diseases. 

Certainly  the  MoD  may  have 
a   medical  case  to  answer.  But 

Gulf  war  syndrome  also  car- ries an  unnerving  symbolic weight. 

The  idea  that  we  have 

begun  to  create  our  own  ill- 
nesses is  oddly  resonant  We 

may  like  to  believe  that  an 
empirical  medical  viewpoint 

always  characterises  our  ap- 
proach to  disease,  but  our views  are  constantly  coloured 

by  metaphors  and  moral 

questions. Previous  generations 
tended  to  make  one  of  two 

metaphors  out  of  disease:  that 
it  came  as  punishment  from 

toe  gods,  or  that  it  was  cre- 
ated by  individual  character. 

Plagues  dropped  from  the 
hand  of  God  to  punish  a 

whole  community’;  but  dis- eases like  tuberculosis  and 
cancer  were  held  to  spring 

directly  from  a   patient’s  char- acter. "Cancer  is  regarded  as 

a   disease  to  which  the  psych- 

ically defeated,  the  inexpres- sive. the  repressed  are  partic- 
ularly prone,  as  tuberculosis 

was  regarded  throughout  toe 
19th  and  early  20th  centuries 
as  a   disease  apt  to  strike  the 
hypersensitive,  the  talented, 

the  passionate  ”   Susan  Sontag wrote  furiously  after  finding 
herself  personally  judged  for 

having  cancer. 
We  still  put  certain  ill- 

nesses down  to  individual  be- 

haviour, “lifestyle"  and 
‘‘choice”.  But  the  newly  pow- 

erful metaphor  for  disease  in this  generation  is  that  it  is 

created  by  the  hubris  of  mod- em science.  As  a   result  of  toe 
shame  we  feel  about  the  way 

we  have  despoiled  our  envi- 
ronment. we  believe  that  na- ture will  bite  back.  Our 

efforts  to  wipe  out  all  disease, 
to  cover  the  country  with 

roads,  to  control  animals  and 
crops  and  forests,  will  become 

our  nemesis. Gulf  war  syndrome  bolsters 
this  interpretation  erf  disease. 

The  syndrome- has  a   plausible 
basis  in  the  cocktail  of  vacci- 

nations and  anti-nerve-gas , pills  with  which  army  doctors  | 

thought  they  could  stay  one  | 

step  ahead  of  any  bacterial  or chemical  weapons  that  Iraq 

would  release.  The  clever- 
clever  sophistication  of  this 
kind  of  modern  warfare  has 

now.  apparently,  boomer- 
anged  to  hurt  not  just  the 
soldiers,  but  also  their  inno- 

cent children.  This  is  the  kind 

erf  disease  that  frightens  us most  now:  the  diseases  that 
we  have  brought  into  being, 

our  terrible  Frankensteinian 
monsters.  BSE  punches  way 
above  its  weight  in  toe  fear  it 

engenders,  because  it  too seems  to  have  arisen  from 

tampering  with  nature,  if those  clever-clever  farmers 

had  not  fed  cows  on  sheep's 
brains,  this  slow-burning  de- 

generative disease  would never  have  stalked  our 

nightmares. 

The  appearance  of  Aids  cre- ated many  myths  —   myths 
that  took  us  back  to  ideas  of 
collective  and  individual 

guilt,  as  well  ns  myths  that fed  our  fear  of  modern 

science.  One  of  the  most  fre- 
quently repeated  and  least justified  stories  of  the  origin 

of  the  HIV  virus  was  that  it 

crossed  to  humans  from  mon- 
keys captured  to  African  jun- 

gles for  medical  experiments. 
If  we  did  not  insist  on  exploit- 

ing our  fellow  animals,  toe 
implicit  message  warned,  this 
most  t   err  dying  killer  would never  have  entered  the  ring. 

More  reasonably,  we  watch 
and  fear  the  spread  of  super- 
resistant  bacteria  and  viruses 
that  have  spawned  from  our 
own  well-meaning  efforts  to 

control  them.  Massive  pro- 

grammes by  the  World  Health Organisation  to  try  to  control 
malaria  have  resulted  in 
strains  that  are  resistant  to 

almost  all  known  drugs.  Out- breaks of  exotic  diseases  like 
Lassa  and  Ebola  cluster 

around  hospitals  in  the  devel- 
oping world,  where  viruses 

that  might  otherwise  burn out  fast  are  encouraged  by 

shared  needles  and  the  close- 
ness of  the  patients.  Even  the 

bright  white  hospitals  of  Brit- ain are  constantly  found  to  be 

breeding  super-resistant 

bacteria. 

Bestselling  books 

that  threaten  a   future 

apocalypse  when  the microbes  really  fight  back  are 
filled  with  doctors  beating 

their  breasts  over  toe  Pando- ra's box  they  have  opened.  As 

author  Mark  Lappe  said 

about  antibiotics:  "Unfortu- nately, we  played  a   trick  on the  natural  world  by  seizing 

hold  of  these  chemicals... 

We  have  organisms  now  pro- 

liferating that  never  existed 
before  in '   nature.  We  have 

selected  them.”  And  another 
voice  of  doom  in  Laurie  Gar- rett’s The  Coming  Plague 

opined:  “We  have  been  ne- glectful of  the  microbes,  and 
that  is  coming  back  to  haunt 

us.” 

This  is  not  just  a   medical 
opinion,  but  also  a   moral  one: mess  with  nature  at  your 

periL  Similarly,  we  are  scien- tifically justified  in  believing 

that  car  fumes  Miia»  asthma in  children;  but  the  explana- tion also  packs  a   moral  punch, 
as  it  reinforces  our  growing 

dislike  of  the  filthy  machines 

that  are  tearing  up  the  coun- 
tryside. Even  without  gods  to 

punish  us.  our  diseases  are never  allowed  to  be  amoral,  or 
our  deaths  meaningless. 
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Card  trick  . . .   Reese  combined  exceptional  Insight  Into  the  game  with  a   mastery  of  the  English  language 

Terence  Reese 

A   life  on  the  bridge 

Terence  reese. 
who  towered  over 

the  game  of  contract 
bridge  for  six  de- 

cades. has  died  aged 
82.  He  learned  bridge  from  his 
mother  when  only  six.  Since 
his  hands  were  too  small  to 
hold  13  cards,  he  had  to  ar- 

range his  cards  behind  a 
cushion.  By  the  age  of  14  he 
was  competing  in  bridge 
tournaments, 

Reese  won  a   senior  classics 

scholarship  to  Oxford  and  be- 
came captain  of  the  universi- 

ty bridge  team  at  the  same 
time  as  Iain  Macleod.  the 
future  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 

chequer, captained  the  Cam- 
bridge team.  Unknown  to  the 

college  authorities,  he  also 
ran  a   book  at  various  nearby 

greyhound  tracks  as  a   profit- 
able sideline.  On  leaving 

Oxford,  he  decided  to  become 
a   bridge  professional. 

In  the  1930s,  Reese  and  four 
other  leading  players  of  the 
day  —   Jack  Marx.  Macleod. 
Maurice  Harrison-Gray  and 
“Skid"  Simon  —   gathered  at  a 
club  in  Acol  Street  Hamp- 

stead. After  several  evenings 
of  discussion  they  gave  birth 
to  the  Acol  bidding  system, 
still  used  today  by  the  great 
majority  of  British  players. 
The  hallmarks  of  the  system 
were  a   variable  no-trump, 
openings  of  one  heart  and  one 
spade  which  could  be  made 
on  a   four -card  suit,  and  inter- 

mediate two-bids. 
Joining  forces  with  Hubert 

Phillips  and  Harold  Franklin 
in  1936.  Reese  hosted  early 
radio  and  television  pro- 

grammes on  bridge.  In  those 
days  all  broadcasting  was  live 
and  the  invited  experts  bid 
and  played  hands,  knowing 
fUll  well  that  a   considerable 
audience  would  witness  any 
mistakes  they  made. 
The  tall,  balding  Terence 

Reese  became  a   dominant  fig- 
ure in  the  British  tournament 

world.  He  formed  a   famous 

partnership  with  Boris  Seha- 
piro,  winning  the  Gold  Cup 
eight  times  and  the  Master 
Pairs  seven  times  (both  a   re- 

cord). Reese  was  a   masterful 
card  player  but  conservative 
in  the  auction;  Schaplro  was 
more  flamboyant,  choosing 
bids  and  plays  which  were 
likely  to  provoke  the  oppo- 

nents into  error. 
They  were  the  anchor  pair 

in  the  British  teams  of  the 
day,  winning  the  European 
Championships  of  1948.  1949. 
1954  and  1963.  In  1955  came 
the  supreme  achievement, 
winning  the  world  champion- 

ship in  New  York.  In  1961 
Reese  won  the  World  Par- 
Championship  (where  the 
hands  are  pre-set  by  an  expert 
panel),  and  in  1962  he  added 
the  World  Pairs  Olympiad. 
His  supreme  technique,  and 
the  consistency  ofhis  results, 
led  many  to  rank  him  as  the 
world's  finest  player. 

Despite  his  achievements  at 
the  table,  it  is  as  a   writer  on 
the  game  that  Reese  achieved 
greatest  fame.  He  was  editor 
of  the  British  Bridge  World 
magazine  from  1955-62.  and 

became  the  world's  most  pro- lific bridge  writer.  He  was 
bridge  correspondent  for  the 

Observer,  the  Evening  News 
(later  the  Evening  Standard), 
and  the  Lady.  By  his  death,  he 
had  written  some  83  books  on 

bridge,  with  two  more  in  the 

pipeline. 
What  was  so  remarkable 

about  these  books?  Reese 
combined  exceptional  insight 
into  the  game  with  a   mastery 
of  the  English  language.  His 
two  most  famous  classics. 

Reese  On  Play  and  The  Ex- 
pert Game,  were  years  ahead 

of  their  time,  explaining  ad- 
vanced concepts  that  many 

Supreme  technique 
and  consistency  of 
results  led  many  to 

rank  him  the  world’s finest  player 

players  find  difficult  to  grasp 

today.  His  style  was  economi- 
cal. with  never  a   word 

wasted,  and  he  exhibited  a 
dry.  sometimes  acerbic,  sense 
or  humour. 

What  of  Reese,  the  man?  He 
made  many  lifelong  friends 
but  not  everyone  appreciated 

the  way  in  which  he  ex- 
pressed his  opinions  so 

openly.  Admirers,  such  as 
myself,  were  greatly  enter- 

tained by  some  of  the  book 
reviews  in  his  Observer 
column.  Of  a   work  entitled 
Twelve  LessonS  On  Bridge,  he 

wrote:  “This  author  should 

hasten  to  take  them".  An- 

other time  his  entire  review 
of  some  learned  new  work 
was  “this  writer  knows  little 
about  bridge  and  even  less 

about  punctuation.”  Great stuff,  unless  you  were  the 
poor  author  involved. 

Terence  Reese  married  his 
devoted  wife,  Alwyn.  in  1970. 
For  a   long  time  they  lived  in 
Woods  Mews,  off  Park  Lane, 
central  London.  More 
recently,  they  moved  to  a   fine 
Edwardian  apartment  over- 

looking the  seafront  at  Hove. 
Twenty  years  ago,  my  own 

humorous  short  stories  on 
bridge  had  been  published  in 
various  magazines  but  I   was 
having  no  luck  getting  a   pub- 

lisher to  accept  my  first  book 
of  them.  In  desperation  I 
wrote  to  Reese,  asking  if  he 
would  contribute  a   preface. 
“Better  than  that”  he  replied. 
‘Til  become  a   co-author."  The 
book  was  accepted  by  Goi- 
lancz  within  two  days. 

So  began  a   great  friendship 
and  a   collaboration  on  21 
books.  Our  usual  method  was 
for  me  to  write  the  first  draft 
of  each  chapter  and  submit  it 
to  Reese  through  the  post 
Two  days  later,  it  would  be 
returned,  annotated  In  red 
ink.  Any  hackneyed  phrase 

was  marked  "Oh.  no!”  in  the 
margin,  along  with  a   sug- 

gested improvement 
His  most  common  amend- 

ment was  simply  to  delete 

words  or  phrases.  "Adds nothing.”  he  would  put  Once 
he  wrote:  “I  will  give  you  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt  and  as- 

sume you  do  know  that  ‘can- 
nof  should  be  one  word.” 

Very  occasionally  my  efforts 

merited  a   “Good!". 
When,  on  Victor  Mollo’s death,  I   became  bridge  corre- 

spondent of  the  Mail  on  Sun- 
day. I   asked  Reese  if  I   should 

expect  many  letters  from  the 

readers.  “Good  gracious,  no," 
he  replied.  'They  only  write 
to  you  if  you  make  a   mistake 

of  some  sort  You  mustn't  en- courage them,  at  any  cost  I 

just  return  the  reader's  letter 

with  the  odd  'yes'  or  *no* 
scribbled  on  it.  I   rarely 
receive  a   second  letter  from 

the  same  source." 
Just  before  his  death.  1   spent 

the  day  with  Reese  at  the  Ma- callan International  Pairs  in 

London.  Although  be  had  suf- 
fered from  deafness  and  a   fail- 

ing memory  for  many  years, 

his  mental  powers  were  undi- 
minished. “Unbelievable'"  he said  to  me  after  we  had 

watched  four  world  champions 

contest  one  hand.  “Why  on 
earth  did  he  hold  on  to  the  dia- 

monds? It  was  obvious  to  keep 

the  clubs." 

At  the  gala  dinner  after- wards he  sat  next  to  Omar 
Sharif,  a   close  friend  for 

many  years.  It  was  excellent 
that  Reese's  many  friends  and 
admirers  in  London,  includ- 

ing the  86-year-old  Boris Schapiro,  had  one  final 
chance  to  see  the  old  master. 
His  contribution  to  the  game 
has  been  immense. 

David  Bird 

John  Terence  Reese,  bridge 

master,  born  August  28.  1913; 
died  January  29, 1996 

Dan  Duva 

Straight  puncher  in 
the  crooked  ring 

BOXING  promotion  has 

lost  one  of  its  more 

credible  and  accept- able faces  with  the 
death  of  Dan  Duva,  at  the  age 
of  44  from  a   brain  tumour. 

Through  his  organisati
on. 

Main  Events,  and  with  his 

rivals,  Don  King  and  Bob 

Arum,  he  shared  the  domina- tion of  professional
  
boxing  in 

the  United  States  and  the  mil- 
lions of  dollars  it  generates . 

Duva  had  been  a   promoter 

for  almost  20  years  but  was  in 
boxing  all  his  life.  It  was  his 
American  influence  which 
helped  Lennox  Lewis  to  his 
world  heavyweight  title: 
whenever  Lewis  fights  in  the 
US  it  is  under  the  Main 

Events  banner.  Dan’s  father 
Lou,  now  in  his  late  seventies, 
is  still  active  as  a   trainer  and 
manager.  He  worked  closely 

with  Rocky  Marciano  who  be- came virtually  an  uncle  to  the 

young  Dan. That,  however,  was  the  clos- est he  moved  to  the  hard  side 

of  the  ring;  Lou  steered  his 
son  through  law*  college  so that  when  be  went  Into  the 
fight  game  it  would  be  away 
from  the  graft  of  the  gym  and 
the  ring. 

At  about  the  time  Duva 

graduated,  satellite  and  pay- 
TV  were  extending  die  audi- ence for  boxing  in  a   way 
which  meant  that  promoters 
were  adding  more  noughts  to 
the  money  they  earned  and 
paid  out  Boxing  no  longer 
relied  on  the  box  office  and 
the  Duvas,  father  and  son, 

quickly  followed  King  and 
Arum  along  this  new  and  prof- 

itable path.  The  Duvas — from Italian  stock  —   made  boxing  a 

family  business.  Father 
trained  and  managed  the 

Duva . . .   family  business 

fighters;  Dino.  Dan's  brother, handled  die  box  office;  Kathy. 
Dan's  wife,  looked  after  the 

publicity;  Dan  made  the  deals with  the  TV  companies. 
Dan  founded  Main  Events 

in  the  late  1970s.  It  was  a   small 

family  business  in  which 
father  found  and  made  some 
good  fighters  and  his  son  put 
together  shows  in  a   monthly 
series  of  televised  bouts  from 
Totowa,  New  Jersey.  Fighters 
like  Livingstone  Bramble. 
Rocky  Lockridge.  Bobby  Czyz. 

Johnny  Bumphu&.  -Tony 
Tucker  and  Mike  McCall um 

had  some  of  their  first  tele- 
vised contests  from  these  tour- 

naments; all  went  on  to  be- come world  champions. 

By  this  time.  King  and 
Arum  were  the  big  stake  hold- 

ers with  major  boxing  shows 

in  the  casino  towns  of  Las  Ve- gas and  Atlantic  City.  The 
Duva  family  firm  were  joined 

by  another  lawyer,  Shelley 
Pinkel  and  it  was  the  Duva 
Jnr-Finkel  partnership  which 

took  them  on  to  boxing's world  stage  with  the  first 

Sugar  Ray  Leonard-Thomas 
Hearns  fight  in  1981. 

By  then.  Main  Events  was 

?hip  to  underwrite  its  next 

generation  of  fighters,  by  pre- 
paring many  of  the  US  team 

for  ttie  1984  Olympic  Games  in 

Los  Angeles.  The  work  which 

Duva  Snr  did  for  some  of  them in  the  run-up  to  those  games. 

paid  off.  Evander  Holyfield. 

Pernell  Whitaker.  Meldnck 

Taylor.  Mark  Breland  and 

Tyreil  Biggs  all  won  medals, and  firmly  established  Main 

Events  as  the  third  promo- tional organisation  in  the 
domination  of  US  boxing. 
From  that  success  came  some 

major  title  fights  with  the 
three  Hblyfieid-Riddlck  Bowe 

fights  in  which  Duva  was  in- 
volved. grossing  over  S100  mil- 

lion dollars. For  many  of  the  early  years 
the  Duva  family  worked  with 

Mickey  Duff,  the  British  pro- moter,' and  were  involved  in 

joint  promotions  in  Atlantic City.  The  Duva  connection 
provided  Duff  with  many  of 
his  American  opponents  and 
gave  a   window  of  opportunity 

to  British  fighters.  In  a   busi- 

ness not  noted  for  an  abun- dance of  honesty.  Duff 

recently  described  Dan  Duva 
as  “dead  straight”. 

Dan  Duva  was  often  seen  as 
a   rather  cold,  unemotional 

character.  Yet  he  could  con- 
duct a   press  conference, where  farts  were  important, 

in  articulate  fashion  —   in  con- trast to  some  of  the  bizarre antics  of  his  rival.  He  brought 

a   sober  balancing  act  to  a   busi- ness sometimes  on  the  point  of 
suffocating  in  its  own  hype. 

John  Rodda 

Dan  Duva,  boxing  promoter,  born 
November  7,  1951;  died  January 

28.  1996 

Appreciation:  Don  Simpson 

Hard  days  and  nights 

THE  image  of  Don 

Simpson 
 
(obituary.

 

January  26)  was  exact- 
ly the  one  that  he relished  and  courted.  He  was. 

however,  a   more  complex  and 

interestin
g  

character
  

than 
that  image  might  indicate. 
When  I   moved  to  Los  Angeles 
in  1971  to  take  up  a   post  in 

charge  of  film  soundtrack
s  

for 
Warner  Brothers,  I   found  Don 

languishin
g  

in  the  publicity 

departmen
t  

We  soon  became 

friends  and  I   learned  to  appre- 

ciate his  extraordin
ary  

intel- 
ligence and  energy. 

When  I   left  WB.  he  joined 

me  in  various  ill-fated  "pro- 

jects in  development'’.  He  be- came progressively  wary  of 

my  European  tastes  and  inter- est in  art  films,  at  one  point 

declaring  angrily  that  my  in- 
terest in  seeing  Celine  et  Julie 

Vont  En  Bateau,  based  on  the 
blurb  in  a   festival  brochure, 

meant  that  I   “would  never 
make  a   hit  film”.  He  was 
quite  right  of  course. 

His  credit  card  was  can- 
celled and  he  crashed  his  car. 

By  Hollywood  standards. 

those  events  were  tantamount 
to  a   ticket  back  to  Alaska. 
Steve  Tisch  tipped  him  off 
about  a   job  as  an  assistant  to 
one  of  the  heads  of  production 

at  David  Picker’s  Paramount 
Studios  and  loaned  him  a   car 
to  go  to  the  Interview.  He  got 
the  $300-a-week  job  and  spent 
every  night  in  the  office  going 
through  the  files,  project  by 

project,  film  by  film,  reading contracts,  memos,  script 
drafts  —   everything. 

Michael  Eisner 

then  replaced 

Picker  and  pro- ceeded to  see  ail 
the  staff  one  by  one.  No  one 
knew  anything  except  Don, 
who  knew  everything.  At  the 
end  of  a   two-hour  interview, 
Eisner  told  his  secretary  to 

“get  this  guy  an  office  next  to mine".  Within  a   couple  of 

years  he  was  head  of 

production. 

Don  read  voraciously  —   but 

only  American  books  and 
only  living  authors.  He  was  a 
closet  intellectual  who  con- 

sciously set  out  to  suppress 

his  taste  in  the  interests  of 

supplying  the  mass  market with  what  it  wanted.  He  had 

been  jilted  by  his  girlfriend  at 
Oregon  University  and  vowed 
never  again  to  put  himself  in 

a   vulnerable  position  emo- 
tionally —   hence  his  taste  for 

professional  love. 
He  pushed  himself  to  the 

edge  of  every  kind  of  experi- ence. from  Scientology 

(rejected  contemptuously 

after  50  hours  of  “auditing"! to  EST  —   we  enjoyed  it  but  he 
swore  me  to  secrecy  —   to 
every  manner  of  drugs. 

After  Top  Gun  and  Beverly 
Hills  Cop,  Don  disappeared 
into  the  world  be  always 

dreamed  about  —   hookers, 

dope,  millions  of  dollars,  and 

playing  hardball  with  the 
Hollywood  power-brokers  he 
always  wanted  to  be  able  to 
eyeball  as  an  equaL  His  desire 
for  all  these  things  was  so  pal- 

pable. I’m  not  convinced  he 
wouldn't  have  agreed  the  bar- 

gain of  what  it  eventually  cust 

|iim 

Joe  Boyd 

Constance  Tipper 

Saviour  of  the 

shipping  lanes 

DR  CONSTANCE  Tipper, metallurgist,  crystaliog- 
rapher  and  engineer, 

who  has  died  aged  101.  played 
a   pivotal  role,  during  the 
second  world  war.  in  identify- 

ing the  cause  of  catastrophic 
hull  fractures  in  American- 
built  ships,  on  which  Allied 
supply  lines  were  dependent 
A   graduate  of  Newnham  Col- 

lege. Cambridge.  In  1915  —   and 
one  erf  the  first  women  to  take 

the  university's  natural 
sciences  tripos  —   she  went  di- 

rectly to  the  National  Physical 
Laboratory  to  assist  the  first 
world  war  effort  There  she 
studied  mineral  resources,  the 
structure  of  refined  materials 
and  their  response  to  impact 
bending  loads  and  corrosion. 

By  1936.  when  she  took  her 
first  doctorate  at  the  Royal 
School  or  Mines  (port  of  Impe- 

rial College.  London).  Con- 

stance Tipper  had  become  one 
of  the  few  scientists  in  the 
world  to  seek  ways  of  studying 
the  relationship  between  the 
crystal  structure  of  alloys,  es- 

pecially steel,  and  their 
strength  and  durability.  At 
Cambridge  in  the  1930s  she  de- 

veloped techniques  which 
could  reveal  the  fine  crystal 
structures  of  alloys  under  the 
microscope,  and  began  studies 
of  the  response  to  stress  of  in- 

dividual metal  crystals.  This 
esoteric  research  proved  erf 
profound  importance. 

By  1943  it  was  evident  that 
the  fleet  of  Liberty  ships,  car- 

rying crucial  supplies  across 
the  North  Atlantic  and  on  the 

icy  Archangel  run  —   and  built 
at  great  speed  in  the  l)S  to  off- 

set huge  Allied  losses  to  Ger- 
man U-boats  —   were  prone  to 

catastrophic  structural  fail- 

ures. Apparently  sound  vessels 
would  suffer  sudden  fractures, 
which  ran  rapidly  round  the 
hulL  The  ships  broke  in  half 

and,  at  sea.  foundered  so  rap- 
idly that  losses  were  huge. 

Their  failure  was  mysteri- 
ous. These  were  the  first 

wholly-welded  merchant  ships, 
built  from  strong,  prefabri- 

cated sections.  Welding  was 
being  Increasingly  used  for 
land-based  structures  and  was 
a   much  quicker  technique 
than  the  traditional  riveted 
plate  method.  Teams  of  marine 
engineers  were  set  up  in  the 
US  and  Britain  to  investigate. 

They  believed  they  were  seek- 
ing a   generic  fault  in  design. 

Constance  Tipper  joined  the 
Admiralty  team  at  Cambridge. 

She  pointed  out  that  the  fail- ures occurred  typically  in 

ships  operating  in  icy  condi- 

tions. and  suggested  that  they 
were  dealing  with  a   material 
failure,  not  a   design  failure. 
She  showed  that  at  low  tem- 

peratures. some  kinds  of  steel 
underwent  a   rapid  change 

from  ductile  to  brittle  behav- 
iour, and  pointed  out  that  the 

method  of  fabrication  would 
result  in  the  creation  of  large 
crystals  in  the  welded  area. 
These  could  focus  local 
stresses  in  the  junctions  be- 

tween prefabricated  parts  and, 
under  high  loading,  a   ship 
might  snap  like  a   dry  twig. 
Although  unorthodox,  her 

theory  was  accepted.  Ship- 
yards were  advised  to  improve 

their  steel  and  find  better  ways 

of  annealing  welds:  determin- 
ing crystal  structure  and  the temperature  of  transition  from 

ductile  to  brittle  behaviour  in 
steels  became  known  as  the 

Tipper  Thst  After  the  war,  the work  became  of  even  greater 

importance  as  the  size  of 
welded  structures  increased. 

Constance  Tipper  was  natu- 
rally shy  and  never  sought 

high  academic  status.  She 
remained  with  the  faculty  of 

engineering  at  Cambridge 
until  her  retirement  in  1960, 
ending  her  career  as  reader 
and  still  involved  in  research. 
Always  a   musician,  a   painter 
and  lover  of  the  countryside, 
she  became  organist  at  her 
local  church  in  the  Lake  Dis- 

trict and  maintained  a   cre- ative and  determined 

independence. 

Anthony  Tucker 

Constance  Tipper,  scientist  bom 

February  16. 1B94:  died  December 
14,1995 

Birthdays 

Jennifer  Adams,  superinten- 
dent. Central  Royal  Parks,  48; 

Kate  As hb rook,  general  sec- 
retary, Open  Spaces  Society, 

41;  Josceiine  Dimbleby, 
cookery  writer.  53;  Prof  Sir 
Sam  Edwards.  FRS.  physi- 

cist, 68;  Don  Everly,  rock 
singer.  59;  Godfrey  Hodgson, 
writer  and  journalist  62;  Prof 
Douglas  Johnson,  historian of  France,  71;  Terry  Jones, 
comedian.  54;  Virginia  Leng, 
Olympic  horsewoman,  41;  Sir 

Stanley  Matthews,  foot- baller. 81;  Sir  John  Noth 
banker,  64;  Muriel  Spark, 

novelist,  78;  Princess  Steph- anie of  Monaco,  30:  Sir  Peter 
TapselL  Conservative  MP,  66; 

Boris  Yeltsin,  president  of the  Russia  Federation,  65. 

Death  Notices 
JOMteON,  an  2BUi  January  peacefully  n 

»wpU3».  Alee  Xu  «gt-a  9*  a-xun mental  and  Cni«  commoroal  manager 

(retired)  ol  5 WES  Funeral  sorvlte  a! 
SOUBl  Bristol  Crematorium  on  Monday  Fed. 
ruary  Stn  al  2J0om  Family  now^rs  only 
pteasa  but  donations  may  be  s%ni  (or  fins- 
to*  *8®  Cara  do  Arthur  E   Davey  A   Sqik 
fiswral  tfractors  aa  Silver  Siren.  Nail«a. 
BrtMOl.  BSIfl  ZDS.  Telephone  0127&JJ5S07 

Birthdays 

Oft 

reaching  adunhood  I   m   easily  rifKtab'e  If 

you  wart  the  story  JP 

Engagements 

5P  A   J   CO?*y,flrM  *■  M   rernon- 

The  engagement  Is  .in nounoed  between 

Adrian,  son  Ot  PrWewor  arW  Mr, Cooper,  and  L«y.  e«er  daughter  ot  Ur 

ami^MrjaJ|Itfiarda  Kenyon  a„  oi  v,n,e*mnh. 

Sn  “*■««* Jackdaw 

Punk  planet 

THE  SOUND  in  Salt  Lake 

City  is  mangled  by  the  room's bamlike  acoustics,  but  the 
band  doesn't  care.  The 
packed  concrete  Door  breaks 
up  into  honeycomb  cells  of 
thrashing  fans  spinning  in 
circles,  rocketing  off  one  an- 

other. Afterward.  I   ask  Sarah 
Kessenich.  17.  what  she 

thought  of  the  show.  She 

pulls  my  hand  to  a   goifball- 
sizeknot  on  the  bade  of  her 
head,  beneath  her  blue  hair. 

“I  wanted  to  jump  up  and  kiss 
Tim —but  when  I   tried  to.  a 
bouncer  dropped  me  on  my 

head.”  she  says.  She  has  pats 
of  blood  on  her  white  T-shirt 
and  says  she  passed  out  twice 

tonight.  She  looks  radiant. 
“It  was  a   total  punk-rock 

show.  One  of  the  besc  I've 
ever  seen.'  Kessenich  and 
four  friends  come  from  Ev- 

anston. Wyoming.  90  miles 
away.  In  Evanston  they  get 
heat  up  by  the  dozen  or  so 
local  jocks  —   or  sporto9.  as 
they  call  them. 

Rancid  gave  these  kids  a 
feeling  of  acceptance,  but  now 
they  face  new  misery:  the 
same  people  who  torment 
them  for  dressing  like  punks 
are  turning  into  Rancid  fans 
by  the  thousands.  Tonight 
punks  have  even  been  shoved 
aside  by  snowboarders  and 
sportos  racing  to  the  heart  of 
themoshpit. 

At  show's  end,  there’s  a convergence  far  stranger 
than  the  alchemy  of  jock  and 
punk.  A   few  buildings  away,  a 
cowboy  dance  is  winding 
down.  And  so  two  groups  be- 

come one.  Stetsons  and  studs, 

cowboys  and  mohawked 
punks,  all  searching  for  their 
cars  under  the  lights  as  the 
mainstream  reshapes  itself. 
RJ  Smith  uncovers  the  under- 

class Via  Los  Angeles 
“punkers"  Rancid.  From  the 
New  York  Times  magazine. 

Tickets  please 
ACCORDING  TO  Darian 
Leader,  a   psychoanalyst  who 
trained  in  Paris  and  works  in 
Leeds,  men  and  women  have 
all  sorts  of  clever  ways  of  not 
communicating  with  one  an- 

other. The  writing  and  not 
posting  ofletters.  which 
apprently  is  a   peculiarly 
female  one.  is  just  one  of 
them.  Others  include:  marry- 

ingyour  wife  because  she’s not  Like  your  mum  and  then 

doing  everything  you  possi- 
bly can  to  make  her  treat  you 

as  though  she  were.  Women, 
it  seems,  have  their  own  ver- 

sion of  this.  It  goes:  choosing 

a   man  as  your  "love  object" 
precisely  because  he’s  always on  the  point  of  disappearing 

(eg.  he’s  a   soldier  s   magician 
or  somebody  else’s  husband ) 
. . .   [Leader's]  is  a   study  in  the way  our  longings  are 
refracted  through  our 

relationships,  through  lan- 
guage and.  apparently  most 

significantly,  through  our 

bodies. .   .Take  Leader's  dis- cussion of  the  phallus.  He 
suggests  that  it  is  a   symbol  of 
unobtainable  desire  which 
serves  to  highlight  this  dis- 

parity between  our  experi- ence of  desire  in  actual 
relationships  and  the  fantasy 
world  of  desire  we  all  inhabit. 
In  order  to  become  integrated 
as  men  and  women — so  he 
argues  —   we  must  necessar- 

ily undergo,  on  a   symbolic 
level,  a   sort  of  voluntary  cas- 

tration. which  he  defines  as 
the  act  of  “giving  up  some- 

thing for  nothing”.  To  ex- plain his  point  he  gives  the 
example  of  travelling  on  the 
London  Underground,  of  how 

when  we  reach  our  destina- tion and  the  ticket  machine 

retains  our  ticket  we  neces- 
sarily experience  that  split- 

second  shock  of.  well,  castra- 
tion. He  goes  on  to  suggest 

that  “most  people  who  cheat 
on  the  Underground  do  so  be- 

cause of  their  unresolved 
relation  to  castration:  either 
because  they  want  someth  mg 
in  return  for  what  they  have 

given  up,  or  because  they 
want  continually  to  experi- 

ence the  castration,  repre- 
sented now  by  the  encounter 

by  the  inspector.  ’   ’   Now  I   real- 
ise that  London  Under- 

ground is  clamping  down — as  It  were —on  fare-dodgers, 
but  I   wonder  whether  Lead- 

er’s analogy  here  isn’t 
stretching  a   point  a   little,  go- 

ing a   phallus  too  far. William  Taylor  grapples,  as  it 
were,  with  the  finer  points  of 

Darian  Leader ‘s  new  book 
Why  Do  Women  Write  More Letters  than  They  Post? 

(Faber),  in  the  Literary 

Review. By  George 
Title:  George. 
Newstand  price:  S3.95  (ap- 

prox $.01  per  page). 
Number  of  pages  with 

printed  page  numbers:  80 
(28.5  percent). 
Number  of  pages:  280(302  in- 

cluding covers  and  unnum- 
beredpull-out  ads). 
Longest  stretch  without  a 
printed  page  number:  13 

pages. 

Number  of  full -page  adver- 
tisements: 165(54.6  per  cent). 

Number  of  full-page  adver- 
tisements  where  I   wasn't  sure 
what  was  being  advertised;  4. 
Number  ofwords  it  takes 

Mark  Leyner  to  describe  Sen- 

ator Richard  Lugar's  smile: 
82  ( includes  allusions  to  podi- 

atrist and  aspirations  of ballerina). 

Number  of  words  it  takes  the 
same  columnist  to  describe 
Senator  Lugar  as  someone 
who  looks  a   bit  young  for  his 

age:  167  (includes  specula- tions on  endocrinology). 
Page  numbers  that  set  forth 

editorial  policy  of  superficial- 

ity: 9-10. 

A   concise  criticism  of  JFK 

Jnr'smag  George  (“not Just 

politics  as  usual)  ’ ; from  Mike 
Sierra  of  Massachusetts,  in 

George 's  letters  section. 

Anb’s  org  —   Lit  Review 

Spies  R   US 
Q.  WHAT  WERE  your  feel- 

ings when  you  announced 
your  resignation? 
A.  Obviously  I   felt  bad  be- cause it's  not  often  that  a 

prime  minister  is  accused  of 
spying  —   it's  hard  for  me even  to  utter  that  word.  1 
have  a   feeling  of  injustice. 
But  I   blame  myself  that  my 
openness  to  another  person 
was  reckless.  I   have  an  enor- 

mous distaste  about  the  con- duct of  Alganov.  I   treated  him 
as  a   friend,  and  that  friend turned  out  to  bea  pig ...  He 
came  as  a   friend  and  acted  as 

a   spy. 

Q.  How  did  yu  meet  Alganov? 
A.  In  the  Central  Committee 
[where!  worked],  diplomats 
crawled  all  over  the  place.  It 

was  normal:  those  were  "fra- 
ternal relations".  But  he 

was  different.  He  was  open- 
minded,  eager  to  discuss 

things,  sociable.  He  would  en- 
courage mroe  frequent  meet- 

ings. When  he  moved  to  my 

neighbourhood,  he  would 

drop  by  In  the  evening. Q.  He  never  asked  you  for 
documents? 

A.  What  could  I   hare  shown 

him?  draft  bills,  draft  de- crees? Anyone  can  pick  those 

up  in  the  corridors  of  Parlia- 
ment there  are  stacks  of 

them 

Q.  The  KGB  has  said  they didn't  need  agents  among  Pol- 

ish communists  since  they 

give  everything  to  the  Rus- 
sians anyway. 

A   That’s  the  way  things 

were.  If  the  party  adopted  a 
declaration  and  someone 
from  the  Soviet  Embassy 

came  over  and  asked  what  it 

meant,  you  told  them.  Why shouldn’t  you? 

Jozef  Oleksy,  recently  ap- 
pointed Polish  prime  minister 

and  soon  to  leave  (he  post,  in- 
terviewed in  Newsweek.  It  is 

alleged  that  Oleksy'  passed  se- 
crets to  a   Russian  spy  during 

his  time  as  a   communist 

party  functionary  in  the  seven- 

ties and  eighties- 

Jackdaw  wants  your  jewels.  E- 
mailjackdaicdrguardian- 
.co.  uk;fax  01 71-713  4366;  Jack- daw. The  Guardian.  H9 
Farringdon  Road.  London 
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Former  Labour  leader  attacked  by  Conservatives  over  £460m  aid  for  troubled  Spanish  state  airline  Notebook 

Fury  over  Kinnock  bail-out  chagior  coins Julia  Wolf  In  Brussels 

and  Keith  Harper 
petition  in  the  community  |   losing  money  for  years.”  I   during  Prime  Minister’s  ques- 
aviation  market”  1   -T   j   **•   -   ■-    -   - 

T Import  Commis-  other  airlines  were  also  run  that  no  further  aid  would  be sioner,  Neil  Kin-  on  purely  commercial  lines.  granted, 
nock,  provoked  a   fu-  Sir  George  said  he  was  par-  Tory  MPs  reacted  feriously, 

o™«poiiHcal  rfa?bon  fr°m  ticularly  surprised  that  the  claiming  the  Brussels  deci- Ltaaservattve  ministers  and  commission  had  decided  that  si  on  was  “a  kick  in  the  teeth” 
backbenchers  last  night  for  the  payments  were  not  state  for  British  Airways,  which 
allowing  Spam  to  pump  87  aid.  "It  really  does  stretch  receives  no  subsidies,  and  “a 
minon  pesetas  (£460  million)  credibility  to  claim  that  a   perversion  of  Europe’s  own mto  its  ailing  state  carrier  commercial  investor  would  rules  on  competition”. 
Ib®™-  ,   be.  willing  to  put  any  money  The  issue  is  expected  to  be Mr  Kinnock — embroiled  in  at  all  in  Iberia.  It  hag  been  re-opened  by  Mr  Major  today 

aviation  market  He  also  claimed  it  was  only  tions,  as  the  Government 
He  pointed  out  that  UK  air-  three  years  ago  that  the  com-  seeks  to  take  advantage  of  a 

in?  r     ,   .   i   competed  in  Europe  mission  approved  over  £600  Conner  Labour  leader  giving 
J3  without  subsidy,  and  it  was  million  in  state  aid  Cor  Iberia,  approval  to  a   member  state 

leader  and  EU  J   time  the  EU  insisted  that  with  the  express  condition  bailing  out  an  uncompetitive 

but  as  an  Investment  by  a 
public  shareholder  that  could 

be  justified  on  commercial 

grounds. 

subsidy  to  Air  France,  which 
was  approved  by  Brussels. 
BA,  which  last  December 

attacked  the  preliminary  deal 

other  airlines  were  also  run  that  no  further  aid  would  be  business.  But  Sir  Leon  Brit- 
on purely  commercial  fines.  granted.  tan,  the  ELTs  trade  commis- on  purely  commercial  fines.  granted. 
Sir  George  said  he  was  par-  Tory  MPs  reacted  fhriously, 

.ticularly  surprised  that  the  claiming  the  Brussels  deci- 
comznission  had  decided  that  si  on  was  “a  kick  in  the  teeth” 
the  payments  were  not  state  for  British  Airways,  which 
aid.  "It  really  does  stretch  receives  no  subsidies,  and  "a 
credibility  to  claim  that  a   perversion  of  Europe’s  own 
commercial  investor  would  rules  on  competition”, 
be.  willing  to  put  any  money  The  issue  is  expected  to  be 

granted.  tan,  the  EU*s  trade  commis-  the  obligation  for  Iberia  to 
Tory  MPs  reacted  furiously,  sioner  and  a   former  Tory  In-  sell  off  most  of  its  Latin 

claiming  the  Brussels  deci-  dustry  Minister,  backed  the  American  operations,  were 
slon  was  "a  kick  in  the  teeth”  decision.  aimed  at  transforming  the 
for  British  Airways,  which  Mr  Kinnock' s   decision  was  loss-making  airline  into  a   wheth 
receives  no  subsidies,  and  “a  adopted  unanimously  by  the  company  that  is  attractive  to  court, 
perversion  of  Europe’s  own  commission  yesterday.  The  private  investors.  Inti 
rules  on  competition”.  commission  bad  decided  the  British  Airways  is  already  ish  g 
The  issue  is  expected  to  be  capital  injection  should  not  challenging  through  the  Euro-  nally 

The  former  Labour  leader  struck  between  Mr  Kinnock  I 
said  the  conditions  attached  and  the  Spanish  government,  > 

by  the  commission,  notably  said  it  found  the  commis- ! 
the  obligation  for  Iberia  to  sion’s  ruling  "surprising.”  A   ] sell  off  most  of  its  Latin  spokesman  said  the  company 
American  operations,  were  would  study  the  details  of  the 
aimed  at  transforming  the  judgment  before  deciding 
loss-making  airline  into  a   whether  to  challenge  it  in 

tv-_i-  “               i   i wu  kww^uuuu  -   wuiuiawuu  iuu  uckuim  uie  i   onubii  mi  ways  n   a 

.   be.  willing  to  put  any  money  The  issue  is  expected  to  be  capital  injection  should  not  challenging  through  the 
Mr  Kinnock— embroiled  in  at  all  in  Iberia.  It  has  been  ]   re-opened  by  Mr  Major  today  be  treated  as  a   state  subsidy  pean  courts  a   £ 23  billion  state his  first  political  conflict 

*   since  leaving  Westminster  for            

^estru^ling  airline  was  not  Passsengers  take  flight  as  huge  debts  and  splits  ground  Iberia 

In  the  Iberia  case,  the  Span-  Edit©d  fc)> 

ish  government  had  origi-  ii.j.  a   a:fl 

One  inescapable  conclusion 
of  the  Alliance  &   Leicester  de- 

cision is  that  it  leaves  the  Na- tionwide carrying  the  flag  of 

mutuality.  If  it,  too,  were  to 
opt  to  tread  the  route  mapped 

out  by  the  likes  of  the  Abbey 
National,  the  Halifax,  the 

Leeds,  the  Woolwich  and  now* the  Alliance  &   Leicester,  then 
the  mutual  movement  would 

be  in  serious  danger  of  disap- 
pearing off  all  but  the  most 

isn  government  nan  ongi-  ItyiorL-  Kyi;fn«r  peanng  on  an  c 
nally  sought  to  provide  130  ivlalK  IVI  f   I   f]c?r  regional  of  maps. 
billion  pesetas  (£688  million) 
to  help  the  airline  get  back  on 
its  feet  This  figure  was  later 
raised  to  138  billion  pesetas 

A*
 

sense,  and  that  the  commis- 
sion was  committed  to  phas- 

ing out  subsidies  for  airlines. 
eRUSSEI£’  bail-out  finds  This  week  unions  called  yesterday  —   the  deadline  Ladeco  and  Venezuela’s  funding  unless  there  was  a Iberia  in  a   parlous  state,  for  the  renegotiation  of  a   for  agreement  on  the  plan.  Viasa  will  have  to  be  sold  big  corporate  restructuring. 
Adela  Gooch  writes  from  viability  plan,  devised  last  Much  of  Iberia’s  previous  off  under  new  conditions  After  months  of  negotia- 
Madrid.  _   It  has  losses  of  year,  which  sought  to  EU  handout,  120  billion  pe-  imposed  by  Brussels.  tions,  Mr  Kinnock  gave  the 
150  billion  pesetas,  man-  reduce  the  25,000  work  setae  in  1992,  paid  for  an  A   series  of  stoppages  last  go-ahead  for  87  billion  pese- 
agement,  unions  and  pilots  force  by  3.500  over  12  ambitious  expansion  pro-  autumn  cost  the  airline  tas,  and  said  Brussels  would 

yesterday  —   the  deadline funding  unless  there  was  a 
big  corporate  restructuring. 

scribed  the  ruling  as  "a  de- 
pressing decision  that  threat- 

ens to  undermine  all  our 
efforts  to  establish  fair  com- 

(£730  million).  But  the  com-  Kenneth  Clarke  is  more  con- 
mission  refused  to  allow  the  cemed  about  the  real  econo- 

    That  is  worrying.  Mutual 

S   THE  latest  set  of  societies  do  not  make  a   stake- 
monthly  monetary  min-  holder  society,  but  are  rather 
utes  shows.  Chancellor  closer  to  it  in  ethos  than  a 
eth  Clarke  is  more  con-  shareholder  democracy  based 
d   about  the  real  econo-  on  either  dogma-driven,  cut- 

ray  than  the  traditional  preoc-  price  privatisations  or  the 
cupations  of  central  bankers  free  hand-outs  from  institu- 

But  the  usually  urbane  Madrid.  It  Has  losses  of  year,  which  sought  to 
Transport  Secretary,  Sir  150  billion  pesetas,  man-  reduce  the  25.000  work 
George  Young,  angrily  de-  agement,  unions  and  pilots  force  by  3.500  over  12 

After  months  of  negotia-  —   the  money  supply,  the  level 
tions,  Mr  Kinnock  gave  the 

disagree  over  a   restructur- 1   months  and  introduce  aver-  gramme  in  Latin  America.  7   billion  pesetas  and  dis-  be  willing  to  consider  a   far- 
ing scheme  and  passengers 

are  infuriated  by  constant 
strikes  and  poor  service. 

age  pay  cuts  of  84$  per  cent. 
Talks  between  manage- 

ment and  nninns  continued 

Iberia’s  85  per  cent  stake  in  gruntled  passengers  have 
Aerlineas  Argentinas  and  since  switched  to  private 

smaller  holdings  in  Chile's  airlines. 

of  the  exchange  rate,  the  cred- 
ibility of  policy  and  so  on. Over  the  next  few  months, 

however,  expect  him  to  de- 
tber  20  billion  pesetas  (£106  velop  a   nice  line  In  central- 
million)  for  the  airline  in  bank  speak  in  an  attempt  to 

1997.  keep  Britain's  actual  central 

tions  heading  for  the  market. 
The  Alliance  &   Leicester 

may  yet  find  that  the  market 

plays  by  tough  rules.  By  vol- 
unteering to  abandon  its  mu- tual status  it  has  effectively 

bank  speak  in  an  attempt  to  put  itself  in  play.  It  can  have 

keep  Britain's  actual  central  no  qualms  if  someone  else 
banker,  Eddie  George,  in  makes  its  soon-to-be  share- 

Clarke  rift 

with  George 
widens 
.       —     —   which  he  said  would  dip LarTy  _   below  the  Government’s  2.5 
EconomicsE<atnr     per  cent  target  by  1997— jus- 

tified his  Bupport  for  a   modest  i 
ITY  suspicion  of  a   rate  cut 
rift  over  interest  But  while  the  shortterm 
rates  between  the  outlook  for  both  consumer 
Chancellor,  Kenneth  and  producer  prices  was 
ind  Bank  of  England  good,  there  were  warning  sig- 
t>r,  Eddie  George,  nals  for  the  longer  term,  no- 

ITY  suspicion  cf  a 
rift  over  interest 

Clarke,  and  Bank  of  England 
Governor,  Eddie  George, 
deepened  yesterday  when  it  tably  the  acceleration  in  the 
was  revealed  that  the  Bank  money  supply,  weakness  of 
had  Its  doubts  about  the  first  the  pound  and  the  possibility 
cf  the  two  base-rate  reduo-  that  the  economy  would  pick 
tions  since  the  Budget 

Although  Mr  George  sup- 
ported the  idea  of  the  quarter- 

point  cut  in  miit December, 

up  anyway  during  1996. 
According  to  the  minates, 

be  added  that  a   bigger  cut 
than  a   quarter  point  would 

he  warned  that  it  “would  not  j   suggest  that  "the  top  priority 
be  without  its  dangers' were  no  longer  the  attain- 

The  Governor  made  it  dear  ment  of  the  inflation  target 
that  he  opposed  the  idea  of  a   That  could  seriously  damage 
bigger  cut  in  interest  rates,  the  Credibility  of  die  m one- 
even  though  Mr  Clarke  said  tary  framework”, 
the  question  was  not  whether  David  Walton,  economist  at 
rates  should  be  cut  but  by  Goldman  Sachs,  the  US  in- 
how  much  and  that  he  was  vestment  bank,  said:  "Since 
"sympathetic"  to  those  call-  these  minutes,  base  rates 
lngfor  a   bigger  reduction. 
However;  the  minutes  re- 

cord that  Mr  Clarke  was  per- 

bave  been  cut  by  a   further 
0.25  points.  From  the  tone  of 
the  remarks,  it  is  clear  that 

check. 
As  and  when  global  rates 

come  down.  Mr  Clarke  will  be 
able  to  say  that  any  cuts  in 
UK  borrowing  costs  merely 
maintain  interest-rate  differ- 

entials with  Britain's  main 
competitors. 

Yesterday’s  cut  in  US  inter- est rates  shows  Mr  Clarke 
looks  to  be  on  safe  ground. 
The  American  economy  has 

holders  n   better  offer  —   and 
they  accept. 

Iberia  dilemma 

NEIL  KINNOCK  was  al- 

ways trapped  between  a rock  .and  hard  place 

over  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment’s request  to  be  allowed 

ouorv  cim  nf  to  pump  yet  more  cash  into 

been  showing  every  sign  of 

experiencing  a   classic  soft 

landing,  with  the  incipient  in- flationary pressures  detected 

its  chronic  loss-maker.  Iberia. 

Hie  airline  is  Spain's  flag carrier.  To  refuse  to  sanction 

tai^iiddTstaS^irab;  a   government  rescue  of  such 

the  PecL  Themost  recent  data  a   ̂ tionalsymbo
1  woidd  havte 

from  the  US  has  been  down-  3   tremendous  Spanish 
beat,  and  yesterday’s  move  bv 

the  Fed  was  always  a   ,But  ft*  European 

tion  of  when  not  if.  Commission  s   blessing  to  a 
The  position  on  continental 

Europe  is  even  bleaker.  Ger- 

man  pronouncements  on  the  ̂ eir  supporters*  which 
state  of  their  qconomy  have  bene- 

already  gone  through  stages  Fit  of  subsidy.  ... 

familiar  to  those  of  us  in  the 

TTfv-  no  pviripnrfi  of  a   “1*  ̂    predicament  by  com- 

familiar  to  those  of  us  in  the 

UK:  first,  no  evidence  of  a 
slowdown:  second,  slight 

signs  of  softening;  then  the  erm^nt  ̂    **  ̂ owed  to 

admission  that  the  economy  SSA.? 

has  actually  stopped  growing, 

but  only  temporarily. 

Analysts,  like  Ian  Harwood 

Iberia  but  hedged  about  with 
commercial  conditions  that, 

according  to  Mr  Kinnock, 

SSLS“iSras:“S  SES“SKK* Bundesbank!7 whUdTmeets  !“  Bf today,  will  need  —   at  some 

state  aid  has  duly  broken. 

If.  however.  Mr  Kinnock's point  -   to  cut  the  discount rate  to  a   historic  low  or  2   per 

cent  if  it  is  to  weaken  the 

mark  and  revive  German  ex- ports.  That  will  take  time, 
however,  allowing  Mr  Clarke to  dress  up  domestically-nec-  fiESSSWSB’MS 

suaded  to  limit  the  rate  cut  to  the  Chancellor  was  the  driv- 
025  percentage  points  by  bis  lng  force  behind  the  second 
optimism  for  the  economy,  cut 

the  patchy  nature  of  recent  “It  is  difficult  to  believe 
economic  data  and  evidence  that  the  Governor,  could  have 

that  the  slowdown  late  last  been  anything  other  than  dis- 
year  had  not  been  as  marked 
as  originally  feared. 

Analysts  said  the  minutes 

ttnctly  unenthusiastic  about 

the  January  cut” Meanwhile,  the  decision  by 

from  the  December  meeting  the  Bundesbank  to  trim  its 

suggested  there  was  a   lack  of  Repo  market  rate  from  3.55 

essary  rate  cute  H   part  ofan 

international  initiative.  ThJ “£5i  T? iSTtak 

    good,  however.  Critics  see 

.   .   Iberia  as  an  arm  of  Spain's 
anxiety  notoriously  bureaucratic 

civil  service.  They  reckon  a 
is  a   temptation  to  fair  slice  of  the  last  round  of 
lliance  &   Leices-  state  intervention  was  spent 
rategy  in  surren-  on  buying  Into  South  Amerl- 
mutual  status  as  can  airlines  —   investments 
a   present  fashion,  which  Mr  Kinnock  is  now 

Mutual  anxiety 

I   see  Alliance  &   Leices- 
ter’s strategy  in  surren- 

dering its  mutual  status  as 

pandering  to  present  fashion. 

unanimity  at  the  meeting 
held  earlier  this  month,  when 
rates  were  again  cut  by  a 
quarter-point  to  6.25  per  cent 

Details  of  the  discussions  at 

per  cent  to  3.40  per  cent 
renewed  hopes  that  it  would 
announce  a   further  cut  in  its 
official  discount  rate  from 
three  per  cent  to  25  per  cent 

Making:  a   point  —   Lord  Hanson  in  combative  form  yesterday 

that  meeting  are  not  yet  avail-  wto  it  meats  today, 

able,  but  the  Governor  has  While  most  City  economist
s 

refused  to  back  the  decision,  said  the  Bundesbank  was
 

saying  that  those  interested  likely  to  wait  for  the  J
anuary 

in  his  views  wifi  have  to  wait  money  supply  figures  before 

until  the  minutes  are  released  moving,  some  did  not  rule
  out 

next  month.  an  attempt  to  catch  driers  by 

Mr  George  told  the  Decern-  surpri
se  m   an  attempt  to 

ber  meeting  that  the  fan-  lower  the  mark  s   ex
change 

proved  outlook  for  inflation  rate. 

EC  chief  unveils  his  strategy 

for  jobs  and  single  currency 

Hanson  demerges  his  critics 

To  do  so,  however,  would  be  forcing  Iberia  to  sell.  Even 
unfair.  Whether  or  not  the  under  the  shadow  of  bank- 

photograph:  QRAMAU  Tun*™  society  was  an  unsuccessful  ruptcy.  Iberia's  unions  are suitor  for  the  National  &   Pro-  still  calling  for  last  year’s 
m   m   vlncial,  the  fact  that  the  jobs-cutting  viability  plan  to 

Ian  King 
son.  Lord  Hanson's  son,  was  tions  from  shareholders.  2,006-strong  meeting.  In  all, 
yesterday  driven  to  insist  he  There  were  complaints  lev-  the  meeting  was  a   strange 

demoted  elled  at  the  £100.000  donation  cocktail  of  business  and had  not 

IHREE  hecklers  were  I   following  Tuesday’s  decision 
thrown  out  of  Hanson’s  [   to  split  the  conglomerate. 

Abbey  National,  once  a   build- 
ing society  but  now  a   bank with  a   stock  market  listing, 

was  the  successful  bidder  has 

clearly  been  influential. Then  there  Is  Girobank 

which,  with  its  business  di- 

■   annual  shareholders’ 
meeting  at  London’s  Barbican 

Mr  Hanson,  corporate  de-  .retary  Kenneth  Baker  as  a 
valopment  director,  will  con-  nonexecutive  director,  and 

to  the  Conservative  Party,  the  showbusiness,  with  the  board  ^ 

election  of  former  Home  Sec-  and  shareholders  rubbing  j" comfortably  in  a 

shoulders  with  personalities  ®roup  status- 
in eluding  former  James  Bond 

be  renegotiated. The  Commission  says  it 
wants  level  runways  for  the 
ED’S  airlines  but  yesterday’s 
decision  will  have  done  noth- 

ing to  convince  the  doubters. 
It  looks  far  more  like  a   politi- 

cal fudge  than  the  commer- cial investment  it  is  touted  as 
being. 

yesterday  after  the  conglom-  tfame  as  a   director  of  the  Hanson's  failure  to  appoint  Roger  Moore,  who  stars  in  the 
erate’s  chairman.  Lord  Han-  rump  building  products  busi-  any  women  to  its  board.  new  Hanson  TV  commercial, 
son,  lost  his  patience  with  ness,  which  retains  the  name  Lord  Hanson,  aged  74,  snooker  star  Ray  Reardon, 
them  following  disturbances.  Hanson,  and  is  widely  ex-  struggled  to  keep  control  of  and  disc-jockey  David  Hamil- 

The  meeting  saw  Lord  Han-  pected  to  become  its  chief  ex-  the  meeting,  and,  growing  in-  ton,  a   mainstay  of  Hanson’s 

John  Palmer  in  Brunata  
and 

Alex  Duval  Smith  In  Paris 

stalled.  trans-European  infra-  merger  of  his  £U  billion 

Structure  projects,  small  and  empire  into  four  separat
e 

son  —   who  on  Tuesday  an-  ecutive,  replacing  Derek  Bon-  creasingly  annoyed,  told  one 

pounced  plans  for  the  de-  ham,  when  Lord  Hanson  re-  protester  “For  God’s  sake, 
merger  of  his  £U  billion  tires  as  chairman  next  year.  shut  up  -   -   •   what’s  your  prob- 
empire  into  four  separate  The  meeting’s  interrup-  lam?’’ 

medium-sized  companies  and  companies  —   barracked  by 

increased  research  and  devel-  protesting  shareholders,
 

rtrmwmt  The  money  can  be  He  was  not  the  only  mem- 

merger  of  his  £U  billion  tires  as  chairman  next  year, 

empire  into  four  separate  The  meeting’s  interrup- 
companies  —   barracked  by  tions  ranged  from  protests  at 

creasingly  annoyed,  told  one  easy-listening  radio  station, 
protester  “For  God’s  sake.  Melody  FM. 
shut  up  -   -   -   what’s  your  prob-  Also  present  were  two  Na- lam?”  vajo  Indians  from  Arizona. 

Tiny’s  pay  was  £795,683 
in  final  months  at  Lonrho 

      _   _   — imirrirm  Zrmmt.  The  money  can  be  He  was  not  the  only  mem-  record  to  the  way  in  w, 

SSdibanks  to  underspend-  ber  of  the  Hanson  fomilywitii  directors  were  being ■   president.  Jacqu^  Santer.  BP™"  amitbe  troubles  in  mind.  Robert  Han-  elected  without  taking  q 

the  company’s  environmental  ued,  four  security  guards 
record  to  the  way  in  which  removed  one  protesters,  to 

When  the  protests  contin-  where  Hanson's  Peabody  sub- 
ued,  four  security  guards  sidiary  has  coal-mining  oper- 

ations, who  asked  Hanson  to ' 

Lfsa  Buckingham 

kUSTED  tycoon  Tiny 

a   week. 
The  maverick  Mr  Row- 

land, who  founded  Lonrho 
some  35  years  ago  and 

■   president.  Jacques  a   troubles  in  mind.  Robert  Han. 

yesterday  announced  a   twm-  mg  
on  agriculture  j*uu  « 

I!] 
Rifkind  rebuffe, 

JS-W Tory  attempt  to  ns 
ments  in  tbe  European  tmatrmne3rts  agreed  to  cot  Simon  Beavis  and 

re-  widespread  applause  from  be  more  pollution-conscious  est  paid  director  of  the  Lon- 

Rowland  was  the  high-  I   remains  a   shareholder,  has 

taking  ques-  j   other  shareholders  in  the  |   in  their  “sacred”  lands. 
been  one  of  the  UK's  high- est-paid executives  for  a 

Rifkind  rebuffed  by  firms  over  Social  Chapter  ‘hypocrisy’  claim 
Tory  attempt  to  nail  Blair  backfires,  I   g»“  “d  5SS  S I S 

rfao  trading  group  in  1995  est-paid  executives  for 
despite  having  been  sacked  number  of  years, 

without  a   penny  just  five  The  group's  annual 
months  into  the  financial  report  says  Mr  Rowland's 
year.  basic  salary  was  aug- 
Lonrho’s  annual  report  mented  by  expense  pay- 

mMtsin,Sf  rtrShTGerman  OTvern agreed  to  ert; —   modelled  on  the  German  ___  _   ^te ; 
Simon  Beavis  and  Sarah  Ryle  report 

consultation  and  equality  in  the  OBI'S  North-west  region, 
the  workplace  brought  in  said  companies  were  not  find- 
under  qualified  majority  vot-  mg  they  were  suffering  by 
big  (QMV).  The  veto  would  be  being  signed  up  to  the  Maas- 
surrendered  on  ftirther  issues  tricht  Treaty. 

reveals  that  although  Mr  ments  —   totalling  £273,000 
Rowland  was  not  compen-  in  his  last  five  months  with 

later,  be  said. 
"It  is  no  use  Mr  Blair  say- 

ing that  a   Labour  government 
would  Judge  each  piece  erf  leg- 

sated  when  removed  from 
boardroom  office  with  the 

group,  he  still  earned 
£795,683,  including  ex- 

Alf  Gooding  of  the  Welsh  penses,  during  his  final  five  other  directors  were  given CBI,  who  introduced  himself  months  at  the  helm.  up  to  £18.) 
as  a   lifelong  Conservative.  That  was  £180,000  more  cars  and 
said  he  was  more  worried  by  than  chief  executive  Deiter  insurance. 

islation  on  its  merits.  Once  he  the  the  plunging  value  of  the  Bock  earned  for  the  12- 

—   mooeueu  uu  fw.vroT]  taxes  —   cooia  create  -   -   uig  me  veto  woujq  oe  Being  sigaea  up  ro  uk  Maas-  group,  ae  sun  earned 
plan  disclosed  this  week —   ip  mv.fTfpytTgidhg.  surrendered  on  flirther  issues  tricht  Treaty.  £795.683.  including  ex- 

help bring  down  the  aomu-  for  u^ent  acticai  AN  attempt  by  Malcolm  Mr  Blair  described  the  Social  later,  he  said.  Alf  Gooding  of  the  Welsh  penses,  during  his  final  five 
lion  level  of  unemployment.  — -V* underlined  in  .France  /   YRifkind  to  carry  the  Tory  Chapter  as  a   set  cf  principles  “It  is  no  use  Mr  Blair  say-  CBI,  who  introduced  himself  months  at  the  halm 
•‘The  persistence  of  very  ^   jobless  total  rose  in  campaign  against  Labour  by-  and  not  law  and  said  he  ing  that  a   Labour  government  as  a   lifelong  Conservative.  That  was  £180,000  more 

high  levels  of  unemployment  wnere  j   months  ̂    1995  to  pocrisy  into  the  foreign  policy  would  only  endorse  measures  would  Judge  each  piece  erf  leg-  said  he  was  more  worried  by  than  chief  executive  Deiter 
imperils  the  cohesion  or  our  ^iiim  or  11-7  per  arena  backfired  yesterday  on  their  merits.  islation  on  its  merits.  Once  he  the  the  plunging  value  of  the  Bock  earned  for  the  12- 
society  and  undermines  the  over  uu  a   government  when  business  leaders  told  But  the  event  —   unusually  has  accepted  the  Social  Chap-  pound  and  low  wages  and  de-  month  period,  although  it 
foundations  of  the  European  re™.  ^   |0ng4erm  un-  him  they  were  more  worried  opened  to  the  media  —   went  ter  ...  he  would  be  bound  to  dared  the  country  was  "going  does  represent  a   £761.197 

social  model,”  Mr  Santer  tom  Shoved  back  to  work.  Offi-  by  the  Government's  eco-  awry  when  a   series  of  dele-  accept  any  proposal  sup-  down  the  tubes.”  He  said:  reduction  on  Mr  Rowland's 
a   special  session  of  the  Euro-  published  yester-  nomic  record  than  the  Social  gates  with  subsidiaries  on  the  ported  by  continental  "We’re  not  investing  and  not  remuneration  package  in 
pean  Parliament  in  Brussels.  gWred  that  67,000  more  Chapter.  continent  played  down  the  countries.  training  people.  It’s  1994  which  topped  £1.55 
^Increasingly,  the  tear.  T^nlaioiried  the  dole  queues  In  a   speech  to  the1  ruling  impact  of  the  Social  Chapter  "If  he  does  not  know  that  frightening.”  million  —   or  about  £30.000 
unemployment  is  sapping  and  December  council  of  the  CBI,  the  For-  and  one  complained  that  the  then  he  has  not  done  his  Meanwhile,  a   Gallup  poll   

confidence  in  the  single  cur-  forecasts  that  the  eco-  eign  Secretary  hit  out  at  Tony  country  was  "going  down  the  homework.  If  he  does,  he  for  DHL  found  that  nearly  tourist  rates  —   sank  sells 
rency.  This  fear  is  not  jusn-  slowdown  could  boost  Blair’s'  Stance  on  social  tubes”.  should  have  admitted  it”  Mr  two-thirds  of  UK  manufactur-              
fied.  But  wo  know  thereis  »   unemployment  to  12-2  per  Europe,  saying  it  .was  “at  best  Mr  Rifkind  said  that  giving  Rifkind  said.  ers  thought  a   single  currency  iSEJtslw  aSnSmtim 
point  at  which  these  disingenuous,  and  at  worst  up  the  Government’s  opt-out  He  urged  Labour  to  jettison  would  be  bad  for  their  firms,  Be^um «io  ereere3ea.ro 
H^ns  can  make  or  uruoiaise  re  gpnter  wjji  visit  all  EU  dishonest”.  of  the  Social  Chapter  would  its  commitment  to  social  while  55  per  cent  said  it  Canada  2.oz  Hong  Kong  11.44 
even  the  best  of  pdheies.  ■   ^   V9jn  support  for  a   He  was  attacking  a   speech  leave  the  country  committed  Europe  or  face  charges  of  "in-  would  be  harmful  to  the  Cyprus  0.70  India  54.2s 
Mr  Santer  wmite  to  smten  in  May  to  work  grvenby  the  Labour  leader  to  to  laws  on  health  and  safety,  consistency  and  hypocrisy”.  country  —   a   move  away  from  f;43  Ireland  09500 

more  than  £1-4  bdlionwitom  details  <rf  the  pact  the  CBI  last  November  when  working  conditions,  worker  But  Joe  Derek,  chairman  of  a   previously  neutral  stance.  n«w"d«i  Israel  4.72 
Se  EU  budget  to  help  finance  oui  .   suppled  ty  w. 

Lonrho  —   relating  to  the 

cost  of  entertaining  over- seas visitors. 
According  to  the  report 

up  to  £18.000  for  company 

cars  and  private  medical 

‘If  he  does  not  know  that  frightening.' 

down  the  tubes.”  He  said: “We’re  not  investing  and  not 

training  people,  it's 

eign  Secretary  hit  out  at  Tony  country  was  “going  down  the 
Blair's’ ‘stance  on  social  tubes”. 

Europe,  saying  it  .was  “at  brat  Mr  Rifkind  said  that  giving 
disingenuous,  and  at  worst  up  the  Government’s  opt-out 
dishonest”.  of  the  Social  Chapter  would 
.   He  was  attacking  a   speech  leave  the  country  committed 
given  by  the  Labour  leader  to  to  laws  on  health  and  safety, 
the  CBI  last  November  when  working  conditions,  worker 

then  he  has  not  done  his 
homework.  If  he  does,  he 

should  have  admitted  it”  Mr Rifkind  said. 

He  urged  Labour  to  jettison 
its  commitment  to  social 

Europe  or  face  charges  of  "in- consistency and  hypocrisy”. 

Meanwhile,  a   Gallup  poll    
for  DHL  found  that  nearly  tourist  rati 

two-thirds  of  UK  manufactur-  - 
ersS°J!!I?^fin^Lc-uTncy  iSSisluf 
would  be  bad  for  their  firms,  Belgium  44.50 

while  55  per  cent  said  it  Canada  2.02 

would  be  harmful  to  the  Cyprus  0.70 
country  —   a   move  away  from  S'.43 

-   -   i-miano  6.&1 

reduction  on  Mr  Rowland's remuneration  package  in 

1994  which  topped  £1.55 
million  —   or  about  £30.000 

The  total  cost  of  Lonrho’ s boardroom  dropped  from 
£8.3  million  in  1994— when 
£2.4  million  was  paid  in 
compensation  to  departing 
executives  ~   to  £4.7  mil- 

lion last  year. 

TOURIST  RATES  —   BANK  SELLS 
Australia  1.97  Franca  7.44 

But  Joe  Derek,  chairman  of  |   a   previously  neutral  stance. 
'   ) 

Australia  1.97  Franca  7.44  Italy  2,360  Singapore  2.10 
Austria  15.15  Germany  2.1  SCO  Malta  0.54  South  Africa  534 Belgium  44.50  Greece  366.00  Nemeriands  ZA 500  Spain  183.00 
Canada  2.02  Hong  Kong  11.44  New  Zealand  2.20  Sweden  1035 Cyprus  0.70  India  54.28  Norway  9.5S  Swifeertand  1.7? 
Denmark  8.43  Ireland  0.9500  Portugal  226.50  Turkey  90.100 
Finland  6.81  Israel  4.72  Saudi  Arabia  5.58  USA  1.4700 

SuppHod  By  NaiWesl  Bank  fwrchrdJiig  Indfwi  room  amt  taraoN  snMoQ 
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High 
street 
banking 
battle 
hots  up 

Simon  Everard.  chairman 
of  A&L.  is  looking  forward 
to  being  liberated 
from  building  society 

roles  photograph-  sean  smith 

A&L  joins  big  league  but 
customers  may  lose  out 
Pauline  Springe  tt 

THE  Alliance  &   Leices- 
ter's decision  to  opt 

for  banking  status 

may  puzzle  many  of 
its  pristlng  customers. 

 
After 

all,  it  owns  Girobank  and.  as 

far  as  the  public  Is  concerned, 

already  carries  on  many 

banking  activities. 

But  the  change  is  funda- 
mental. As  a   deposit,  taker  li- 
censed by  the  Bank  of  Eng- 

land. A&L,  chaired  by  Simon 

Everard.  will  join  the  elite,  al- 
beit steadily  expanding,  list  of 

high  street  banks  headed  by 
the  likes  of  National  West- 

minster and  Barclays. 

A&L's  chief  executive  Peter 
White  said  yesterday  the  idea 
was  to  enter  the  superleague. 
Liberated  from  the  restric- 

tions of  building  society 
rules.  A&L  will  have  greater 
access  to  stockmarket  fund- 

ing. The  new-look.  larger 
organisation  will  be  able  to 

offer  a   wider  range  of  prod- 
ucts to  customers  and  should 

be  able  to  benefit  from  econo- 
mies of  scale. 

The  decision  by  a   steady 

stream  of  building  societies  to 
abandon  their  mutual  status 

and  opt  for  a   stock  market  flo- 
tation. plus  in  some  cases 

banking  status,  is  just  one  of 
the  emerging  trends. 
The  banks  are  retaliating 

by  expanding  into  savings,  in- 
vestments, pensions,  life  as- 

surance and  mortgage  lend- 
ing. Insurers  are  also  getting 

in  on  the  act 

The  industry  argues  this  is 
good  for  consumers,  whether 
an  individual  or  company,  be- 

cause the  increased  competi- 
tion should  produce  a   greater 

variety  of  products  and  better 
customer  service.  Certainly, 
as  for  as  the  banks  are  con- 

cerned. it  could  be  argued 

there  have  been  some  superfi- 
cial changes  which  backs  up 

this  view.  It  is  now  unusual  to 
have  a   current  account  which 

does  not  pay  some  interest, 
however  meagre. 

But  closer  examination  sug- 
gests the  reality  is  less  rosy. 

A   recent  report  by  the  Inde- 
pendent Banking  Advisory 

Service  said  that  complaints 

about  Britain's  high  street 
banks  leapt  by  a   fifth  last  year 
to  more  than  28,000.  Most 

complaints  alleged  dishon- 
esty, incompetence  and  negli- 

gence by  banks.  But  there 
were  also  disputes  over  per- 

sonal guarantees,  withdrawal 
of  support  and  fees  and 
charges. 

On  top  of  that  there  are 
signs  that  some  of  the  newer 

customer -friendly  develop- 
ments. such  as  the  absence  of 

bank  charges  on  some  cur- 
rent accounts  might  soon  dis- 

appear. Late  last  year.  Sir  Nicholas 
Good  Ison,  as  chairman  of 
what  was  still  TSB  Group, 

warned  that  tierce  competi- 
tion between  banks  could  lead 

to  the  re- introduction  of  bank 

charges  on  current  accounts. 
He  argued  that  the  rash  of 
new  entrants  were  concen- 

trating on  certain  profitable 
lines  of  business.  That  in- 

creased the  pressure  to  in- 

Novell  sells  WordPerfect 
Nicholas  Bannister 

Technology  Editor 

NOVELL  is  selling  Word- Perfect. one  the  world's 
leading  makers  of  word 

processing  software,  for  a 
fraction  of  the  $855  million 

(E5T0  million)  it  paid  less  than 
two  years  ago. 

America's  global  leader  in 
networking  software  said  yes- 

terday it  was  selling  the  bulk 
of  WordPerfect  for  $180  mil- 

lion to  Corel,  the  Canadian 

company  which  dominates 

the  graphics  software  busi- 
ness worldwide.  The  deal  will 

make  Ottawa- bused  Corel  the 
largest  software  company 
after  IBM  and  Microsoft. 

A   Novell  spokesman  said 
the  loss  on  the  sale  had  been 

more  than  offset  by  the 
growth  in  the  value  of  the 

handful  of  WordPerfect  prod- 
ucts and  technologies  it  was 

retaining.  Those  include 

Group  Wise,  an  e-mail  and 
messaging  software  package. 

PerfectWorks,  a   productivity 
tool,  and  Envoy,  an  electronic 

publishing  product. 

Novell  agreed  to  buy  Word- 
Perfect for  $1.4  billion  in 

March  1994  but  saw  the  value 

of  the  deal  drop  to  $855  mil- 
lion as  its  share  price  fell  be- 
fore completion. 

Last  November  it  put  Word 

Perfect  up  for  sale  to  concen- trate on  its  networking  bust 
ness.  It  has  cut  the 

WordPerfect  workforce  by  a 
third  to  1,200  and  further  jobs 
are  expected  logo. 

Corel  was  founded  In  1985 

by  Michael  Cowpland,  a   Brit- 
ish businessman  who  made  a 

fortune  co-founding,  and  ulti- 

mately selling,  the  Mitel  tele- 
com equipment  group.  It  is 

paying  far  WordPerfect  with 
a   package  of  equity,  cash,  roy- 

alty and  licensing  rights.  No- 
vell will  become  its  second 

largest  shareholder  after  Dr 
Cowpland  with  a   near  20  per 
cent  stake. 
The  Canadian  company 

claims  between  70  and  80  per 

TMauardian 
Valentine  Gift 

r 
\ 

\ 
\ 

This  year  the  Guardian  offers 
you  the  chance  to  send  your 

Valentine  a   gift  book  and 

enclose  your  card  within  the 

same  package  for  only  £5.99. 
Pillow  Books  have  long  been 

a   traditional  gift  exchanged 
between  lovers.  We  have 

three  lavishly  illustrated  titles 
from  which  to  choose:  Tantra, 
The  Perfumed  Garten  and 
Kama  Sutra. 

If  you  wish  us  to  send  any  of  these  books  to  your  Valentine 

along  with  your  card,  simply  write  your  card,  seal  it  and 
write  their  name  and  address  dearly  on  the  front.  Send  this 

dong  with  the  filled  in  coupon  below  to:  Guardian  Books, 

29  Pail  Mall  Deposit,  Bariby  Rd.  London  wio  6BL 
Anonymous  admirers  who  do  not  wish  to  send  a   cad 

can  order  the  books  by  calling  0500  418  419. 

Please  tick  one  of  the  following  (£5:99  plus  £1 .01  p&p  f. 

The  Perfumed  Garden  □   Kama  Sutra  □   Tantra  □ " 
I   enclose  a   cheque  made  payable  to  Guardian  Books  for 

£   or  please  debit  my  Acc^ss/VtsaJDdta/Mastercard 

Card  no:  I 

Expiry  Date: 

Card  holder's  name:   

Cardholder's  address: 

Signature:. 

Postcode: , _Tefc. 

Please  do  not  send  further  mailings  from  other  carefully  selected  com* 

pantos.  Q   AS  coupons  mua  airtva  at  Guardian  Books  by  7   Fsfcruary  ‘98. 

cent  of  the  world  market  for 
graphic  software  packages, 
with  some  20  million  custom- 

ers, It  hopes  to  sell  updated 
versions  of  WordPerfect  and 
PerfectOffice  for  Windows  95 
to  its  existing  customer  base 

and  interest  WordPerfect’s 
55  million  users  in  its  graph- 

ics software. 

Novell's  takeover  of  Word- 
Perfect was  described,  at  the 

time  as  a   marriage  made  in 
heaven.  The  relationship 

quickly  deteriorated  as  rival 

Microsoft  ate  into  WordPer- 
fect's share  of  the  word  pro- 
cessor market. 

•   IBM  has  agreed  to  buy  Tiv- 

oli Systems,  a   maker  of  net- 
work systems  management 

software,  for  $743  million. 

Underside 

Pauline  Springett 

Ts Tom  Bower's  Hamp- stead residence  for  the 
launch  of  Maxwell: 

The  Final  Verdict,  which 

may  become  a   collectors' item  by  the  end  of  the  week 
if  the  authorities  dear  the 

decks  (and  the  book- 

shelves) for  the  "doable- 
jeopardy”  trial  of  Kevin Maxwell  Guests  included 

Private  Eye  editor  Ian  Sa- 
lop and  MP  Rupert  Allason. 

Veterans  of  the  Maxwell 

empire  were  also  present: 
former  tax  adviser  Ron 

Woods  and  ex-press  officer 
Bob  Cole  looked  remark- 

ably chipper,  given  their 
years  of  grappling  with  the 

“global  publisher”.  So,  too, 
did  ex-Maxwell  director 
Peter  Laister.  whose 

regrets  centred  more  on  his 
time  as  Thorn-EMI  chair- 

man than  his  period  with 

MaxwelL  It  seems  Mr  Lais- 
ter had  hoped  to  relaunch 

British  film-making,  but 

failed  to  carry  his  fellow  di- 
rectors. Just  two  films  were 

produced  daring  his'  time: Honky  Took  Freeway 

(1981)  was  a   "disaster”,  but be  balanced  his  record  with 

A   Passage  to  India  (1984). 

As  for  Maxwell  Communi- 
cation Corporation,  that 

firm,  he  says,  could  have 
been  saved.  There  was  just 
one  problem:  Robert 
MaxwelL 

i   WO I   from 
I   in*. 

final  observations 
from  the  Bower  gather- 

ing. First,  Robert  Max- 
well’s name  —   scrubbed 

from  seemingly  every  busi- 
ness ever  linked  with  the 

great  man  —   does  survive. 
His  former  private  secre- 

crease  charges  in  other  areas. 

The  Consumers'  Associa- tion is  also  gloomy  about  the 

long-term  prospects  for  cus- 
tomers. In  its  latest  Which? 

survey,  published  today,  it  ac- 
knowledged that  building 

societies  have  sound  reasons 

for  wanting  to  convert  to 
banks.  It  also  conceded  that 

the  windfall  payouts  for  quali- 

fying savers  benefit  consum- ers in  the  short  berm.  But  it 

warned,  “as  building  societ- 

ies disappear  and  banks  take over,  savers  may  come  a   poor 

second  to  shareholders.” Which?  says  that  building 

societies,  especially  smaller 

ones,  have  traditionally  pro- vided better  returns,  both  on 

savings  accounts  *wri  Tessas, 
than  banks.  But  the  building 
societies  are  disappearing 

and-  the  banks  are  taking 

over.  “Savers  may  well  find 
themselves  coming  a   poor 
second  to  shareholders. 
Claims  of  benefits  to  savers 

don't  add  up,"  said  Kate 
Scribbins.  head  of  the  Which? 
money  group. 

A   thousand 
families 
lose  homes 
each  week 
Cliff  Jones 

|yj  EARLY  1,000  
families 

lost  their  homes 
week  last  year,  according 

to  figures  published  yester- 

day by  the  Council  of  Mort- gage Lenders  which  showed 
repossessions  rising  again. 

Repossessions  increased 
to  49,410  in  1995  from 
49,210  in  1994  —   ending  a 
four-year  decline  since  they 

peaked  at  75,540  in  1991. 

Adrian  Coles,  the  coon- 
ctl's  director-general,  said 

the  figures  “would  have been  lower  had  the  Govern- 
ment not  Introdnced  the 

new  housing  benefit  rules.” These  reduced  the  safety 

net  for  unemployed  home- 
owners  from  last  October  1. 

The  council  was  optimis- 
tic that  repossessions 

would  be  lower  during  the 

coming  year,  given  the  4 
per  cent  foil,  to  25,210.  in 

the  number  of  reposses- 
sions In  the  second  half  of 

1995  compared  with  the 

previous  six  months. 

The  optimism  was  rein- 

forced by  a   fall  in  long-term 
arrears.  The  number  of 
homeowners  whose  arrears 
are  more  than  10  per  cent 
of  their  mortgage  fell  18  per 

cent  to  116,300  and  those 
more  than  12  months  be- 

hind fell  27  per  cent  to 

85.200. 

The  Lord  Chancellor’s Department  reported  sepa- 
rately that  court  orders 

granting  lenders  permis- sion to  evict  borrowers  fell 

in  1995  to  75,258  compared 
to  77,798  in  1994. 

Shadow  housing  minister 
Nick  Raynsford  said  benefit 
cuts  had  contributed  to  the 

collapse  in  confidence  in 

the  housing  market,  com- 
poundingnegative equity. 

Repossessions 
Number  al  properties  repossessed. 
Thousands. 

1986  8788  89  90  91  92  93  9495 

Some  CM. 

Bloomberg  goes  trading 
Patrick  Donovan 

City  Editor 

MB  mo  US  plans  to  set 

up  a   global  share  mar- 't  were  unveiled  yes- 

terday with  a   ground-break- 
ing deal  that  could  allow 

subscribers  to  the  Bloomberg 
news  agency  to  trade  through 
London's  Tradepoint  stock 
exchange. 

The  co-operation  deal  rep- 
resents a   huge  expansion  op- 

portunity for  Tradepoint, 
which  set  up  in  opposition  to 
the  Stock  Exchange  Last  year 
with  the  modest  ambition  of 

picking  up  2   per  cent  of  the London  equity  market 

Tradepoint  has  attracted 

tary,  Jean  Baddeley,  is 

apparently  involved  In  pro- 
ducing a   directory,  Maxi- 

mov, in  eastern  Europe 
where  the  handle  retains 
some  cachet.  Meanwhile. 
Bob  Cole  continues  to  serve 
his  life  sentence  at  what 

was  the  printer,  BPC.  Elis 

job  today?  Press  officer  for 
MCC's  administrators,  a 

job  that  could  stretch  into 
the  next  century- 

Ts 

E   efforts  of  estate 

agents  desperate  to 
revive  interest  in  the 

property  market  become 
ever  more  bizarre.  Keith 
Cardale  Groves  is  market- 

ing a   “stucco-fronted 
Regency  house  in  Chester 

Row,  BelgravizuSWl”.  This unfurnished  des  res  Is 

available  for  rent  at  £1,209- 
a-week.  It  may,  suggests 
the  press  release,  appeal  to 

“those  seeking  literary  in- 
spiration” —   for  it  is  the 

childhood  family  home  of 

poet  and  playwright,  T   S   E- 
liOL  Helpful  notes  tell  ns 
that  Eliot  was  awarded  the 
Nobel  Prize  for  literature 
and  his  wife  Vivienne 

Halgh-Wood  was  eventu- 
ally certified  as  Insane.  De- 

just  60  institutional  dealers 
since  its  inception.  Linking 

up  with  Bloomberg  poten- 
tially allows  share  dealing  to 

be  carried  out  from  anywhere 

in  the  world  on  Bloomberg’s estimated  54,000  terminals. 
Bloomberg  will  pay  for  the 

cost  of  developing  the  neces- 

sary software.  Otherwise  the deal  involves  no  money  being 

put  up  from  either  side.  A 
spokesman  said  that  trading 
would  be  restricted  to  prop- 

erly authorised  personnel. 

Reuters  subscribers  can  al- 
ready access  Tradepoint 

through  their  screens,  al- 
though there  is  no  provision 

to  carry  out  transactions. 
Tradepoint  director  Stephen 

Wilson  said:  “This  exciting 

tails  of  her  behaviour  fol- 
low. including  an  occasion 

where  she  poured  a   soup 
tureen  filled  with  melted 

chocolate  through  the  let- 
ter box  of  publishers,  Faber 

and  Faber,  in  Russell 

Square,  WI,  where  Eliot 
was  a   director. 

U! 
NDERSIDE  is  cheered 

to  note  that  the  for- 
mer G   uiness  chief,  Er- 

nest Saunders,  hasn't  for- gotten how  to  live  life  to  the 

frill.  Spotted  recently  leav- 
ing The  Fence,  a   Clerk en- 

well  wine  bar  frequented 

by  dealers  from  Merrill 
Lynch.  Mr  Saunders  poo- 
tled  off  in  the  direction  of 

Farringdon  tube  station, 

only  to  slide  Into  a   chauf- 
feur-driven, dark-blue 

Roller  waiting  outside.  Any 

clues  as  to  Ernie’s  fellow- 
imbiber  (and,  of  course, 
what  they  were  talking 

about)  gratefully  received. 

PERFECT  timing  Or 

what?  City  law  firm 
Denton  Ball  is  holding 

a   seminar  next  week  to  dis- 
cuss “the  future  for  fraud 

prosecution  in  the  UK”. Tbe  seminar  was  organised 

before  last  week's  decision 
by  the  Serious  Fraud  Office 

to  launch  a   second  prosecu- 
tion over  the  collapse  of  the 

Maxwell  empire.  It  will  fea- 
ture John  Wood,  formerly 

head  of  the  SFO,  and  now  a 
consultant  at  Denton  Hall, 

who  will  “speak  on  some  of 

the  problems  teeing  fraud 

prosectors,  give  his 

thoughts  on  aspects  of  the 
Maxwell  trial  and  suggest 

some  ways  forward”.  Den- ton Hall  says  the  event  will 

go  ahead  as  planned.  “It  Is 
going  to  be  In  the  nature  of 
a   provocative  examination 

of  the  history  of  the  prose- 

cution for  fraud,”  said  a 
spokesman  for  the  firm. 

development  with  Bloomberg 

opens  up  our  market  to  a 
much  wider  audience  with, 

for  example,  dealers  in  the 
Far  East  and  North  America 

being  able  to  trade  directly 

together  on  Tradepoint." 
Michael  Bloomberg,  the 

president  of  Bloomberg  news 

agency,  said:  “This  agree- ment with  Tradepoint  further 

demonstrates  our  commit- 
ment to  provide  additional 

functionality  on  the  Bloom- 

berg terminal. " 
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Ford’s  poor 
sales  drive 

down  profit 
Marie  Tran  in  New  York 

ROFITS  at  Ford, 

America's  second 
largest  car  maker,  fell 

to  $4.1  billion (£2.7  billion)  last  year,  a   22 

per  cent  fell  from  a   record 
$5.3  billion  In  1994  when  it  in- 

troduce! several  new  models. 
A   decline  of  73  per  cent  In gamings  on  car  manufactur- 

ing meant  that  only  a   sharp 

rise  in  profits  from  financial services  prevented  worse  fig- ures being  announced 

yesterday. In  the  fourth  quarter  of 

1995.  Ford’s  profit  tumbled  58 

per  cent  to  $660  million.  Prof- its from  car  operations  nearly 

halved  to  $2  billion  in  1995 from  $3.9  billion  in  1994,  but financial  services  profits  rose 

to  $2.1  billion  from 

$1.4  billion. 
Chairman  Alex  Trotman 

said  1995  was  tbe  first  time 
that  Ford  dealers  sold  more 
trucks  than  cars  In  the  US. 

Ford  does  not  break  down 

results  for  the  UK,  where  em- 
ployees are  involved  in  a   pay- 

dispute.  but  said  its  car  opera- tions in  Europe  earned 
$116  million  compared  to 

$128  million  for  1994.  Com- 
bined car  and  truck  market share  in  Europe  rose  slightly 

to  12.3  per  cent  from  12J  per 
cent  a   year  ago. 

Ford  is  in  the  rniridle  of  a 

News  in  brief 

switch  to  new  models  of  cars
 and  trucks  that  make  up 

about  35  per  cent  of  sales  vol- 

ume in  North  America.  These 
Include  updated  versions  of 

the  Taurus  and  Escort,  its  tw
o 

best  selling  cars,  the  F-150
 

pickup.  America's  best  selling vehicle,  and  the  Fiesta  and 

Galaxy  minivan  in  Europe. 

Two  of  Germany's  big  car- 

makers  —   BMW  and  Mer-
 cedes-Benz —   reported  good 

growth  in  sales  in  1995  and 

said  that  profits,  to  be  un
- 

veiled next  month,  would  also 

show  gains. 
BMW  said  sales  grew  9.4 

per  cent  to  DM46.1  billion 

[£20.4  billion)  In  1995.  the  first 

full  year  in  which  Rover  wa
s included  in  results,  adding 

that  there  had  been  a   "satis
- factory" growth  in  profits. 

Sales  excluding  Rover  grew 

3.5  per  cent  to  DM33.1  billion. 

The  group  sold  1.1  million  
ve- hicles —   Just  under  half  or 

which  were  Rover  cars  — 

compared  with  931.880  the 

year  before.  . 

The  Mercedes-Benz  chair- man, Helmut  Werner,  said 
sales  had  grown  by  2   per  cent 

in  1995  to  around  DM72  bil- lion and  that  profits  were  also 

up.  But  the  group  was  re-ex- amining a   DM13-5  billion, three-year  investment  plan 

and  would  only  proceed  with 

projects  which  promised  high 

earnings  and  required  the least  capital. 

Rhone-Poulenc  set 
for  £1  -3bn  fire  sale 
FRENCH  chemicals  group  Rhone-Poulenc  plans  to  sell  off assets  worth  10  billion  francs  (£1.3  billion)  over  the  next  two 
years.  It  alms  to  curb  debt  levels  that  have  been  augmented  by 

its  share  of  the  acquisition  cost  of  Ftsons  by  its  majority-owned 
offshoot,  Rhone-Poulenc  Rarer.  Gearing  has  risen  to  36  billion 

francs  —   just  over  70  per  cent  of  shareholders'  fhnds. Its  chairman  and  chief  executive.  Jean-Rene  Fourtou,  said 

yesterday  thatthe  aim  was  to  cut  gearing  back  to  around  50  per 
cent  The  group's  stake  in  the  banking  group.  Society  Generate, 
valued  at  1st  billion  francs  will  be  among  the  disposals,  while 

another  5   billion  francs  is  expected  to  come  from  sales  in  the 
health  sector. 

The  group  also  revealed  foil-year  net  profits  of  2.134  billion 
francs,  up  by  11  per  cent  on  1994.  —Mark  Milner 

Airport  delays  cut 
AVERAGE  delays  for  UK  flights  have  dropped  from  14  minutes  to 
four  minutes  since  1992,  while  air  traffic  Gaysin  Europe  have 
halved  in  that  time,  Transport  Secretary  Sir  George  Young 

announced  yesterday.  He  said  the  improvements  resulted  from 

(Efforts  to  reduce  delays  by  the  UK's  National  Air  Traffic  Service 
and  from  European  initiatives  to  increase  airspace  capacity . 

Sir  George  told  the  parliamentary  aerospace  committee  that 
the  crisis  days  of  the  1980s— when  holidaymakers  spent  the  first 

days  of  thetr  holidays  at  UK  airports  waiting  for  flights — were 
over.  —Keith  Harper 

Halifax  insurance  switch 
THE  Halifex  Building  Society  has  announced  plans  to  la  unch  a 

general  insurance  company  which  will  sell  a   foil  range  of  per- 
sonal and  household  insurance  policies  underwritten  by  Royal 

Insurance.  From  June  1   Halifex  customers'  building* and  con- tents insurance  will  switch  to  the  Royal,  with  existing  policies 

transferred  on  renewal This  business  is  worth  more  than  £300  million  annually  to  the 

RoyaL  The  move  will  come  as  a   blow  to  Sun  Al  liana*  which 
handles  £160  million  of  Halifax  business  a   year.  —   Teresa  Hunter 

A   new  Motorola 
phone  with  change 
from  one  pound. 

.   TRUST  CELLPHONES  DIRECT 
TO  LEAD  THE  WAY.  THE  FAMOUS 

MOTOROLA  MICRO  TAC  DUO  TUP* PHONE  FOR  LESS  THAN  A   POUND. 

Plus  FREE  connection  to  Hie 

Vodafone  LowCall  Tariff,  FREE  in-car 
adaptor  and  FREE  carrying  case. 

There's  never  been  a   better  time 

to  buy  a   NEW  Motorola  phone.  Simply 

phone  us  with  your  credit  caret  details 
to  receive  jgut  phone  within  4   working 
days.  So  act  [ast,  a   deal  like  this  rail be  around  tor  long. 

PQCC 

■   VCu~rQ',£ •ViTH  HO  TMtff  i\!CRF~SSS 
GUARAtiTEF.C  FOP  UFO a-aumwu  £15  (£12.77+ TAT) 

PefcftrtaCni UK  MU 

OflPaokCafe 

Kp  per  Bin  i«.5p+Vffl 

2fr  per  ah  (ITp+YfiT) 
Peak  times  8.00-19.00  Mon  to  Fri. 
Mandatory  itemised  billings  charged 
at  £1.77  me  VAT  per  month.  Una  wifal 

(debited  monthly  in  advance!  and  airtime 
chains  will  he  defatted  fan  your  nominated 

cnsdit/daise  or  Beta  cat).  Cals  charge 
ia«s  ot  30  seconds  altar  the  fiia  minute. 

GUAHAHTEED  PEACE  OF  MIND 
Star  phana  a   eauarnd  by  <ur  M   dn* 

no  qufebfa  maty  bach  pome. 

ORDER  NOW  FOR 

MOTOROLA  DUO 
limited  offer 

99? 

PLUS 

fffif  IN-CAR  ADAPTOR 

FREE  LEATHER  CASE 
TOGETHS  WORTH  OVffi  £55 

motorola 

MODEL  MICRO-TAG  DUO. 

The  pocket  phone  with  the  unique Motorola  Sp. 

4   60  mta  tafc-tmw  ♦   8   hrs  stand- 

by-time ♦   Complete  write  tdtra-sSm 

battery  and  built-in  charger  ♦ 
Lgitweitffl  approt  245g 

DELIVERY WORKING  DAYS 

FREEPHONE  0500  000  888 
CREDIT  CARD  ORDERING  HOTLINE  WEEKDAYS  SA'v'  TO  '??•■  WEEKENDS  SAiv'.  T0  e-p?.'. 

Piaa  «*n  naa  caun  cam  m   rets  uronsaniT  imb  whb  tob  cui 
MD  twit  REF  WH.  OOflVKME  WUBU  ID  HCOTI MTTH  CMKI 

tepsterad  No.  2995222. 
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Rugby  League 

UnrtedLeeds 
suffer  split 
Paid  Fitzpatrick 

LEEDS’S  football  man- 
ager  Hugh  McGahan 
is  worried  about  his 

players  becoming  in- 
volved In  rugby  all  the  year 

round  after  the  “marriage"  of 
the  city’s  league  and  union clubs. 

He  will  seek  urgent  taifc« 
with  the  rugby  union  club, 
who  will  play  at  Headingley 
from  next  season,  to  thrash 
out  the  problem. 
On  Tuesday  Dennis  Green- 

wood, the  rugby  league  club’s 
chairman,  said  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  players 
switching  to  union  in  the  win- 

ter. Indeed  he  welcomed  It 
However,  it  would  appear 
that  he  had  not  consulted 
either  Leeds's  football  man- 

ager or  coach  before  he  aired 
his  view. 
McGahan  said  that  Dean 

Bell,  Leeds’s  coach,  was  far 
from  happy  at  the  prospect  of 
his  players  turning  out  52 
weeks  a   year. 

"All  players  need  time  to 
rest  and  to  get  over  niggling 

injuries,"  said  McGahan.  “If 
players  played  rugby  league 
in  the  summer  and  union  in 
the  winter  they  would  have 
no  time  at  aH  to  recuperate 
and  to  build  up  for  the 
following  season.  That  would  ; 
most  certainly  affect  their 
form. 

"Rugby  league  is  regarded 
as  the  toughest  contact  sport 
in  the  world  and  it  is  going  to 
be  even  tougher  when  Super 
League  is  launched  in  March. 

“We  are  desperately  keen  to 
challenge  the  might  of  Wigan 

for  the  sport's  major  honours 
and  we  are  not  going  to  do 

Athletics 

that  if  most  of  our  players  are 
tired  because  of  playing 

rugby  all  the  year  round," Maurice  Lindsay,  the 

Rugby  Football  League's  chief 
executive,  endorsed  MeGa- 
han's  view.  “The  RFL  and  the 
British  Medical  Association 
are  concerned  at  the  prospect 
of  players  playing  52  weeks  of 
the  year.  We  believe  that  the 
welfare  of  the  players  is  para- 

mount, and  that  surely  can- 
not be  helped  by  all-the- year- 

round  rugby.” Meanwhile  Mark  Forster, 
the  31 -year-old  Warrington 
and  former  Great  Britain 
winger,  has  been  included  in 
the  Ireland  squad  for  the  Fiji 
nines  tournament  ngrf  week. 
James  Lowes,  the  Leeds 
hooker,  and  Bernard  Dwyer,  I 
the  Bradford  Bulls  hooker  or 
back-row  forward,  are  also  in 
contention  for  places. 

Highiield.  who  have  been 
told  to  improve  their  perfor- 

mances or  risk  losing  their 
place  in  the  Second  Division, 
have  appointed  Jim  Crellin. 

52,  as  manager.  He  is  an  expe- 
rienced coach  but  has  been 

out  of  the  game  for  more  than 
three  years  since  leaving 
Leigh  in  1992. 
The  dub  have  also  ap- 

pointed Alex  MeQing,  the  31- 
year-old  former  S   win  ton  and 
Rochdale  hooker,  as  player- 
coach.  He  is  currently  playing 
for  the  amateur  dub  Oldham 

St  Anne's.  Tommy  Frodsham, 
Highfield’s  player-manager 
during  the  Centenary  season, 
will  be  invited  to  stay  at  the 
club. 

Workington  Town's  fourth- round  Challenge  Cup  tie  with 
Widnes  was  postponed  last 
night  and  will  now  be  played 
on  Sunday. 

Comeback  run  for  Gunnell 

SALLY  GUNNELL  returns to  the  track  this  weekend 
to  run  her  first  British  race 

.   .   for  nearly  18  months.  The 

3   2p  Olympic  400  metres  hurdles 
champion  has  entered  the 
two-day  AAA  Indoor  Champi- 

onships in  Birmingham, 
where  she  joins  a   400m  field 
which  includes  the  European. 
Cup  winner  Melanie  Neet 

It  will  be  a   useflil  pre- 
Olympic  test  of  the  fitness 
and  sharpness  of  the  British 

women's  team  captain,  who 
could  not  defend  her  world 
title  in  Gothenburg  last  year 
because  of  a   heel  Injury 
which  later  needed  surgery. 

Gunnell,  whose  last  domes- 
tic appearance  was  in  the 

World  Cup  meeting  at  Crystal 
Palace  in  September  1994.  will 
also  run  atthe  Ricoh  Tour.  In- 

ternational in  Birmingham 
an  Saturday  week,  lining  up 

against  her  old  hurdles  rival  i 
Sandra  Fanner -Patrick. 

1   .ft.  ; 
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Basketball 

Magic  conjures  up 
his  glorious  past 
Ian  Katz  on  a   night  of  hoop  dreams  for 

supporters  in  Los  Angeles  and  Houston 

ANYONE  flicking  on  an 

American  television 

set  for  Tuesday  night’s 
NBA  double-hea

der 

could  have  been  forgiven  for 
wondering 

 
if  they  had  been 

caught  in  a   time  warp. 

From  6pm  to  10.30  fans 
were  treated  to  Michael  Jor- 

though.  were  somewhat 
higher.  When  Johnson checked  into  the  game  after  a 

little  more  than  two  minutes’ 

If  anything.  Johnson's 

Golden  State  opponents 

seemed  more  ill  awe  ai  shar- 

ing n   court  with  their  child- hood idol  than  worried  about 

con  tract  iris  the  .Aids  virus. 
Warriors'  rookie  star  .lot* 

Smith  was  four  years  old 
when  Johnson  scored  42 

play  they  made  a   noise  which  points  against  the  Philadel has  nor  been  heard  at  the Forum  for  many  years. 

phia  "tiers  to  clinch  the  cham- 

pionship in  1PR0.  He  had  a Though  he  trussed  his  first  1   poster  of  Magic  on  his  wall.  --t basket  attempt  and  looked  ex- 

dan's  rampant  Chicago  Bulls  hausled  after  lumbering  up 

taking  on  the  Houston  Rock- 
ets. For  the  next  2':  hours 

they  could  savour  Magic  disappoint. 

and  down  the  court  a   few 
times.  Magic  did  not 

Johnson's  Lakers  doing  battle 
with  Golden  State.  The  glori- 

ous Eighties,  all  over  again. 

Never  mind  that  the  Bulls’ victory  over  the  reigning 

champions  improved  their  re- cord to  39  wins  and  only  three 

defeats,  equalling  an  NBA  re- cord for  flying  starts:  it  was 

always  going  to  be  Magic's 

night 

He  scored  his  first  basket 
with  a   trademark  left-handed 
hook  shot,  dribbled  the  length 
of  the  court  for  a   dunk,  then 

tried  lo  do  whatever  In*  did.” Johnson  finished  with  iv» 
points,  lu  assists,  and  eight 
rebounds  —   only  tiro 
rebounds  short  of  a   coveted 

so-called  “triple  double”  —   in the  Lakers'  10-point  victory 
In  Houston  the  other  MJ. 

half  a   season  into  his  own 
wrong-footed  Golden  Slate's  comeback,  had  a   horrible 
Latrcll  Sprewell  with  a 

dummy  pass  so  sweet  that  the win-some-lose-some  Lakers 

suddenly  looked  like  champi- onship contenders. 
Jolinson's  first  attempted 

The  permanently  grinning  comeback  in  1992  was  derailed 

es  Lakers 

former  Lakers  star,  idolised 

by  a   generation  of  basketball fans,  was  back  for  his  first 
game  since  retiring  from  the 
sport  4 Vi  years  ago  after 

learning  that  he  had  con- tracted the  HIV  virus. 
At  36,  he  was  the  oldest 

player  on  the  court  and  the  : 
ninth  oldest  in  the  NBA.  He 
was  27  lb  heavier,  several 
paces  slower  and  a   good  deal 
jowlier  than  the  old  Magic. 
And  instead  of  the  glamorous 

point-guard  position  from which  he  led  the  lakers  to 
five  NBA  championships  in 
the  1980s.  he  played  up  front 
with  the  big  men. 

But  none  of  that  mattered. 
American  sports  fans  love 

nothing  more  than  a   come- back, and  a   good  deal  of  them 
loved  no  one  more  than  Ear- vin “Magic”  Johnson.  They 

used  to  call  his  games  Show- 
time. The  comeback  was 

billed  as  The  Lake  Show. 

For  once  Los  Angeles's  no- toriously fair-weather  fans 
filled  the  Great  West  Forum 

where  Johnson’s  No.  32  vest 
hangs  on  the  wall  alongside 

those  of  Kareezn  Abdul-Jab- bar  and  Wilt  Chamberlain. 

For  once  they  were  in  their 

seats  before  tip-off. ‘T  don’t  expect  a   whole  lot,” 
a   visibly  nervy  Johnson  said 

before  the  game.  “I  Just  want to  get  Into  the  game,  smell  the 

popcorn,  get  out  there  and  hit 
somebody  and  then  Til  know 

Tm  back," 

The  fans'  expectations. 

when  several  players  worried 
aloud  about  the  risk  of  con- 

night.  He  scored  22  points  iu 
the  Bulls'  11 -point  win.  .1 
windfall  for  most  players  but 
a   positive  drought  by  the 
standards  of  His  Airness. 

if  more  than  a   Tew  basket- ball fans  and  TV  executives 
suspected  on  Wednesday 

night  Dial  they  had  died  anti 
trailing  HIV  on  the  court.  The  gone  to  heaven,  tomorrow 

players  art  now  more  support-  night’s  fixture  list  will  stretch 
ive  as  NBA  officials  have  gone  their  credulity  further.  It  fea- 
to  some  lengths  to  reassure  hires  Jordan's  Bulls  against 
them  that  the  risk  of  infection  Magic's  Lakers.  Tickets  are is  minuscule. already  going  for  $1 .000. 
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Raging  Bull . . .   Jordan's  slam  dunk  attempt  is  blocked 

Racing Lingfield  (All-weather  Flat)  with  form 

Godolphin  plan  spring  start 
Ron  Cox 

Although  stm  in  the 
grip  of  winter,  Newmar- 

ket takes  a   tentative 

step  towards  spring  with  the 
official  opening  of  the  Warren 

Hill  grass  gallop  today. 
It  is  a   time  of  anticipation 

—   perhaps,  for  several  local 
trainers,  trepidation  as  prepa- 

rations get  under  way  fbr  the 
arrival  of  the  Godolphin 
horses  from  Dubai. 

Sheikh  Mohammed’s  hand- picked  team  is  again  expected 

to  operate  from  Moulton  Pad- 
docks.  Formerly  an  overflow 

yard  used  by  John  Gosden,  it 
undergone  renovations 

during  the  winter. 

Details  of  this  year's  Godol- 
phin contingent  have  not  yet 

been  finalised,  but  I   gather  it 

will  include  more  two-year- 

olds.  An  earlier  start  than  last 
season  is  also  planned,  and  it 
will  be  no  surprise  to  see  the 
operation  in  frill  swing  by  the 
Graven  Meeting  in  April 
Under  nominated  trainer 

Saeed  Bin  Suroor,  the  Godol- 
phin horses  enjoyed  a i 

remarkable  run  of  Group-race  , 
victories  last  year,  spear- 

headed by  Lammtarra. 
Sheikh  Mohammed,  obvi- 

ously keen  to  build  on  this  ; 
success,  has  recruited  New 
Yorker  Tom  Albertrani  from 
his  United  States  trainer  Bill 

Mott  to  replace  Jeremy  No- seda.  Already  making  his 

presence  felt  In  Dubai,  Alber- trani Is  likely  to  prove  a   vital 

cog  in  the  Godolphin  set-up. 

Everything  points  to  an- 
other hugely  successful  cam- 
paign and  from  such  a   wealth 

of  equine  talent  one  or  two 
new  stars  are  sure  to  emerge. 

One  three-year-old  we  could 
be  hearing  plenty  about  is 
Earth  Shaker,  who  is  a   half- 
brother  to  Lammtarra. 

He  was  highly  regarded  by 
Michael  Stoute  last  year,  but 

owing  to  niggling  problems 
never  ran.  Hopefully,  his  spell 
in  the  Dubai  sunshine  will  en- 

able him  to  fulfil  his 

potential. Helicon,  Mark  Of  Esteem, 

Don  Micheletto.  Mick’s  Love. Pricket  and  Shawanni,  all 
two-year-old  winners  capable 
of  big  improvement  with  a , 
Gulf  winter  behind  them, : 

form  the  basis  of  another ' powerful  Godolphin  assault  | 
on  the  Classics. 

A   lot  of  top  class  jump  rac- 
ing will  be  decided  before 

then,  and  yesterday  Richard 
Dun  woody  came  to  an  impor- tant decision  when  opting  to 
ride  Flashing  Steel  rather 
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*   '4  MUSS' TALMHUUL(1t)(CO}[>nyi Small  7-1 M     -   SSIaraf 
5   VTM«  SMOWYLAJttflO) J bfcnrtlo WH  .         .VtaMt 

5   HM8  WIOtBOUWIXWMwPaiylWO-li        H Maria* 
.7  2J-PJS6  TDPOTHEMOIfTBIUCBIQ  {9)  P   Baunpnt  E-KV-S   RSifVfe 

-5  410306  Bttfiajw Suva* 6-HM    '         RHM&Mb{7) 
5   442604  aXEMPLARtZOgUiSSflAn  MM              __L  Dannf  (7) 

W   P-03MP4THPmMUMnEC*7)PCaeni)n>ms> 8-10-0  -   ADoMfe TOP  BOWTOfc  tanS,  tMa?,1Mria  RuS 

6-1  Snat  Lana,  9-1  Topotenoifertono.  tfil  dc  Rina,  Urttw  Dn'dap. 

UHUtodToHm 

2^0  PfKMMESSMH  (np) 

aaOHfeRtar 
3-BO  Qanador 
UOHrFMty 

than  Imperial  Call  in  Sun- 
day's Hennessy  Gold  Cup  at 

Leopardstowo. 
Despite  that  news.  Lad- 

brokes eased  Flashing  Steel  to 
5-1  from  9-2  and  clipped  Impe- 

rial Call  a   point  to  4-1.  Master 
Oats  hardened  as  favourite, 

into  7-4  from  2-1. 
Ain  tree  will  be  able  to  guar- 

antee a   frill  field  for  the 
March  30  Martell  Grand 

National,  as  four  reserves  are 
to  be  announced  from  those 
horses  not  among  the  40 

weighted  highest  at  the  48- hour  declaration  stage. 
•   Ray  Cochrane  was  fined 

£200  by  the  stewards  at  Wol- verhampton yesterday  for 

failing  to  hold  his  draw  to  the 
marker  pole  on  Mystic 

Tempo,  winner  of  the  Marjo- 
ram Selling  Stakes.  This  was 

Cochrane’s  third  such  offence 
of  the  year. 

Joctpat «   PtaMRSb  MmcM. 

1.50  BRdlSti  COLUMBIA  CLAMMG  STAKB  Of  £2£77 

lot 010506-  HARD  TO  FWUBB  (138)  (0)  RHedgulO-a-7   

  RCodnHl 

102 01052-3  INHERENT  MAGIC  (21)  (C)  (BF)  W   Muir  7-4-2 

  JVmrl 

8* 

IN IV855-00  THORNY  BISHOP  {7}  (CD)  J   Brtdgsr  6-8-3   

2.20  AUHJirA  SELUIM  WUHCAP  In  5f  CZJ04 
•M91*fc»  15)17 

Tate  11* 
301  OCXiV-;  WUl FlkW DANCXn m * Snatoourr*   DOrinMa|5)17 
202  Q5CO-20  CAPTABI MARMALADE (19) (C)D Thorn 7-M       JTMell* 
903  0016-41  ROSE  OF  GLEHN  (20)  (C)  B   PaHug  5-0-6   JjCocfe—B 
304  3K-064  NBOlnHOPFAIKClH)  A   J   Wilun  5-B-5  _ —     —   _JMna1 

208  fV<06P-D  QUADRANT [14)(C}A  Moore  7-9-S  . —     ACM 4 
300  SOOOO-6  WHU  HUT  17)  *   Tuner  4-3-6            _..  C   JbSmaoa  (D  2 
207  OOOO-JIMBO  (238)  JjMUunB  5-8-4   —             -M*Wal(7)5 
SOB  K/56-52  NORnmn TMAL(l) K   Bute 5-0-3   .TJUtfemiH 
ao»  O&'Dl*'-  C0HMAJICHB10(5A3)  R   HoOfle*  S-6-13   S   Drawn  (3)  3 

310  DOMU  SORtBKV (19) (CD) B   GaDfcy 4-6-T2         JQriall 
211  0445-22  HOTAK  (14)  (IP)  P   Maun  4-M   IftnlH 
212  04-4E5O  IWWORO  FLVBI  (6)  J   A   Hfrrta  7-M   life  flkiia  IQ 
313  0(04)44  FOOLS  OF  PRB>B(8)B  *-W   FLfaCk(T)16 
314  000-00  SHEDAMSAA (33) S l   Moete  4-6-3   HUfenll 
SIS  D/VU-0  MISmuWSON  (SIS  (C)  D   Snail  1D-S-1  — ■■  —     A   Manta*  5 

218  QODt-O  POtCUSSlOH  BIRD  11A)JPt»il«i  *-6-0             
217  B56-35B  DUQQAM (B) P £>m 9-7-12   _____     FHortaaB 
218  QNDOO-O  VranO(12)K  Bishop 9-7-B   Jl Carafe.  13* 

TOP  RMM  TlPBi  HMah  8.  Hertbani  TriM  7,  UN  Rm  Daaeer  8 

IBBSc  Dawfen  Cfeonad  5   0   0   S   Safeai  5-1  (Hn  B   laadMW)  10  Mn 

Bwh*  1i-2  Norihera  Trial.  5-1  UAlak.  7-1  HI*  Form  Dbhot.  Cspmn  MmnUade.  Hrighm  01  Focra  5-1 
Sonfey.  12-1  Rote  01  Qtaon.  F«jh  01  Pride  14-i  6bedanHr  Ilium. 

FORMOUmC-HAl  FARM  DANCSh  FtddM  OMH  llout  f»  00.  S   2nd  ol  14  to  Canofls  Uvc  iLingfeU 

inrif.SbQ 

tamper:  CnaieD  loadera  feU  Makemd  Hou.  MS  7th  s(  u   to  Ho  SnaHMn*.  Captain 
MAMALADE  UP  18W  tQ  ah  (LuglMd  2m,  &d| 
MDflTUHM  TRIALi  Kept  do  ahen  KM  b*  mnoef  ora  3   ok  Mn  3   bf  Q   Voiuor  AJngWO  Urn.  SCO. 
MATAJC  led  ovbi  1 1   an  U*W  mil  inside  ymtarkna.  11 2nd  o(15  IB  CsnuBl  Mme.  felbieiGMTH  OF  FAME 
iqir  SOL  laatgim  H   am.  rtAwl  4W0e  Thai  turiunB.SBAOi.iM  QUADRANT  Ip  2W  ZH  Ilm  0.i»a>eKl  Inu. 

as 

room  OP  PIBDK:  Betted  uaMnnflCTIg  Mg  HwOway.ngfeMiiPiwMBadart.  &S  <B  B   &»ne‘»  wander. 
Witt  DUGGAN  igv  11W,  MM  a   Mm.  8th  (UfoiaeflwivkHi  ImTL  SU. 

2.50  HunOlA  HAMM6AP  in  41  C*U5 
301  5244-34  PBB4C8  DAWSQ  (18)  (CO)  D   Uvpb*  Seittl  5-9-11   JWaawu  Z 
383  11X3-6  PROQRESStON (V) (DJCMotfflj' 6-9-3      MTMAoHS* 

203  210OTDD-  COMIC MLLp«)JPBan» 5-8-10        (kBnfeaMM 
304  HS15-00  CROSS  TAIK  (3)  R   HoAlMlmd  4-M              ACmHmI 
306  4460M- ISPS SST LOST (33) J A   Hinll 7-6-3       BfeBanA 
300  901306-  COURBAR1L (126) (D)S Dee 4-6-2   AIMw{7)9 

307  011-340  RED  JPtCTAClC (14) ggPHlH law 4-7-10   -   NM4(E)7 

TOPRUTVSiPngtHfeMa,  Mn  Ihnria7 

19Hi  Art  Fam  8 10  3T  bM4-S  (C  A   0*zn)  7   tan 

Mftafi  W   tograMoa.  5-3  Pmw  DdnZq,  11-5  Ceur&anL  1S-3  Lata  On  Los.  #-l  Bed  Socrada.  29-1 
Cion  Tan,  Came  wn  7   mn. 

FORM  CUDS  -   PfUKE  DAKSGi  EBorl  31  NIL  Ml  pact  IB  ehaDBOW,  4tt  M   9.  Mn  »   b   Magic  Jiarfoa 
fTWwrtumptai  Infl.  SU) 
PMMKE5SUH:  sari*  mi.  saved  oo  knu  htkaB.  im  a   BnaL  6ti  Bl  TA  mb  6i  is  km  ei  Tunn 

(Uogllsld  lafl  Sid). 
COMC  HUi  Rkhtoii  baltatT.  knJa)  b   ml  iWi.  bn  18  Jo  CUtao  Fox  (LMcetter  ira.  Gd-Fra) 
LETS  GET  lOSTi  Tracked  badani  ettwl  W   art.  soon  ridden  and  tadatf.  4u  o<  B.  W   71  la  Baamnsn: [SaouwHl  TnOT.  S*Tj 

COUBBABBc  E«*y eteeee  aouL  ««  Mod,  GMi  rt  9.  b&  9 10  MfgMHl  (LugMd  Imft  0d|. 
m   SPCCTACUB  Led  hwdrt  H   tM,  woaWnd  4   not  Mn  H   Sf  Neman  Hoh  (Ursftrta  2m.  Swl. 

— SCoeknun  1 

l   DM*  (7)3 

IBM  (6)7 

3.20  QUBBIC  MAffiCM  ftAIOSSVO  In  CMlB 

401  C3D3-62  BUII FLY1R  [21)  R   Taqrara  S-0   
40*  0-5  CRYSTAL  FAST  (23)  P   KeBaasgr  (MJ       
403  441-  UUfCAStm  USDS  (1X4)  S   DOW  9-0   
404  000-23  BAWim  (BP)  W   Mrtr  M       
405  0-BtWBSmrFiaOSt160)CWN1M   
408  403-00  COHQUSTAJAM  (12)  S   Moods  M   

407  0-  NATIVE  SOHO  (46)  U   tfeynes  6-9       
40B  3-4  HOTBOFCAiniON  (23)(BI)Lonl  MMUipdanS-O   

TOP  KM  TIM  Bin  R*n  1ft  Lsaaosliro  Uessd  •.  Mofe  MCMfea  T 

BoNfav  U-0  Bus  Fljoi.  7-2  Nolo  «   Coufion.  4-1  UnasNro  legend.  7-1  Ri 
Bfcistwrf*  FiBkfc.  Crystal  Fan.  25-1  NMw  Sang 

  JWMMrl 

  ACM  4   — AConkraa  3 

  J4M4PK7W 

  MDo*3 

  -J  PuiOniB* 

—     SMMtanOll 

  L   DottoriG 

,   7-1  Ram.  12-1  CanouBttiaae. 

!   ihiU  hdd  «wet  aoid.  wo  paea.  3M  rtn  JB  HO  [ 

ima.SUD 

KTrEOf  CAUTIOttrt. 

owh  41  suL  flttleo  Mol  3,  aa  nn.  hsadod  pasL  2nfl  « iz  Obi  n   hs  b* 

wort,  we  ra  tagMankn.  53i  <3  NL  mn  19  to  Docor  BnMws 

Ua  S   bhd  Dricitoie  Etaum  0.  Gd-Pml. 

BMoaewlUngMdn.SBq. L6ai  a?.  Mn  ?«1B  DW«a6«uty  (LnfiiMd 

mo  S   w   GooctHtt  (WMMrniBsaan  rt  SU). 

TOP  TOM  UPSs  Hard  To  Hone  8,  WBaraol  MM  8 

lOBbTfttaa  Pn*b  7   8 6   D   ttarisoa  18-*  (T  4   IBodfeN  T   as 

BaHtap  11-10  Hsnl  To  Figure.  2-1  Bur  Taton.  6-1  Inberem  Magic.  W-i  UB  Bo*.  12-1  Anas.  50-1  Thorny 
Botnp  B   naans. 

RMM  DUDE  -   HARD  TO  ncua&  Very  IBBM  mmosr  U   Best.  M   ssne  M   SWOB  Av>  Gold  Cup  When 
nridsn  hallway,  ran  on  svongty.  Bhda  Mn  9   U   Royal  HgsriN  I   Ayr*.  Gd). 
CTARTAU3IT:  Held  up.  headway  leeway,  led  over  II  out.  won  by  ill  nd  from  Person  PflgM  (Uooheid  71. 
SMI. 

IMMBKKr  BWCIC: Stofev sway,  mi  unSI  stayed oe  Baal  farioog. Srt.  tfe  M   nLFT BOT dec  llfci. led 

hakto  Bnal  kirhung.  ran  on  (JUngAeM  5L  Sal). 
ANZHJj  Promlneni  unbE  waakened  o»«  It  ort.  UA  M16.  Hn  71 W   Rska  (UnQBrtd  71.  Gld). 
UFT  BOY:  Roden  u**f  Doul.  Mi,  bln  3Sby  (LlpgflBldH.S»J) 

3.50  REWRHMDUIHD  HANDICAP  In  Cl  CftOM 

501  HW-413  R0BBJJ0N(14)(C)  D   Arbuttinot  6-HH)  ...  ..  RCedWMlOW 
502  6541,-3-1  EXPLOSIVE  POWER (21) (CO) 0   Bravery  5-B-12      Thea7 

503  D9S1-5I  TOOD (14) (CD) P Mildwll 5-6-B        ACM  11 
504  4003-75  LABUDD  (1Q(C)  (8F)  R   bigram  6-8-6  ...          D   Biggs  I 
505  306-6'  TOUR  MOST  WEUSOMS  (14)  (CD)  D   Ifecneh  Dswi  fr-ir-l    QCadn-12 
808  684- T40  MACS  TAXI  (12)  (0) P   Wriam  4-B-l     JFMnS 
SOT  C0C&-3  OANAOOR  (14)  B   Smart  4-6-11       ...  SSaadara3 
SOB  SEWS-  SMILET FACE (27S) fl Hodges 4-8-1 1       SDrawwe(3}9 
SOB  50303-4  SWEET  AnEOIANCE(14) J   Pourtnn  6-8- Ki        P   McCldi.  (3)  14 

510  113-301  REAL  MADRID (7) (Sfc ex)  (CD)  GEmigRI  NUanH 
511  SIMM- ZAHIO  (143)1.  Bui  le  5-0-6  .....   ....      ,JQHtn4w 
519  O-DK-uO  AL  BHAATI  (IS)  (C)  R   OSuUtva.  6-6-5   ...  .   NCaAfaS* 

513  KBO&-0  HILL  FARM  KATIE (B)  W   Bnstnmin  5-8-5   AdaBl 
914  EBOSOfr-  RUBADUB (182) JBrattey 5-7-10        .   .   Allssfcayia 

TOP  FORM  TTPSt  tmrtefew)  Fewer  B.  Peil  Mofrfrl  7,  HobeMee  B 

1995:  Lima  Mbs  Mai  5   7   1*  5   Danfee  100-00  (R  O’Mavao)  B   na 

Battfeg:  4-1  Eoto-aw  Pvzri  0-3  T&(H.  b-l  Your  UoS  (fruti  me.  7-1  UEntld  Bcsi  Tiui.J  Mkoh4n. 
3-1  Sdiu J:r.  14-1  SfeKI  Alien ■jnco  Mart  Tan  14  niaain- 

TOflM  GUIDE  -   BWiniinWl  ElUrt  om  a   art.  one  pacn  3rd  wn  »   Wd  Soaking,  aub  TJAC  5   TAM  u.t 

101&1 9a  jy  4in  iLmflMd  71  SMI EXPLOSIVE  POWERi fUfen  Ip  load  il  uul,  ran  on.  won  by  II  from  REAL  UADfllD  imc  mnj.  km  cmr  2   om 

n   11  nd  Sinown  iLBigbc-40  inCI  5«) TOOOcLpI  4f  fiA  raUen  oni  u   hr  Jatfr  Venluio  11  Ibnglleld  IXm,  SUI 

LABUSO:  Aferr.  :tsnnr>ni.<jii  envSme  [>aca  luwlluiloiiq  4ead4MU1VH3i3  Mn  |iel  .->>or  vUnjCuum 

01  An  Bi'ili  .linjheid  Ire.  SMj 
YOUR  HOST  KICOM&  Lej  over  0   «#.  aon  by  vh  hU  Tram  Ei  ram  witfi  CAfjaDO*  n.c  6'i&‘.  jwj,  )i 
Cal  3   3rd  .'f  6.  and  SWEET  ALLEGIANCE  I   ret  atrt.  In  louCti.  ridden  ?l  pm.  CV  r*fd  sis  M   Ud  n   4|ti 

'LrnjlK-U  I   mil.  SU] 
MACS  T AX k   Leo  II.  weakened  Over  3>  ML  Ids  ol  16.  Hn  1611a  Ratal  tUngArk)  71  S3I 
REAL  MAORI  Dr  Led  5l  Oitl  ran  on  wfll  adder  prpuwr  am  t<v  ttk  barn  UldrT^te  iVrnriLi  (ImgheiO  TtrCi. 

SBt 

4.20  ohtamo  AMAmn  nDSRS1  handicap  m   tsjHn 

•01  I-3S373  FOUROFSPADBS(2)lOPErjre  5-11-7  .   A   Ena  (5)  B« 
902  XB4A-3  DMPASTOq (OR O’Sudresn 5-11-4     Dnvy  Joan (5) 

a* 

003  SW3J3-  MR  PH0ST7  (79){C)  W   Jvra  4-1 1-1      J   Dnfcaa  9 
804  560-456  BEST  KEPT  SBCR8T  (8)  P   Evan  5-10-0  ...  _   -   .   AEman(5)10* 
BOB  XC  ns-  SOUTHERN  10001(178) REtalpr  S-1M  .   .   AHoMnrrea«i(5) 

1 
>08  S36E4-0  OftEAM CARRIER (22) RPnacotk 6-10-3   Sira C Peacock 

(5)12 

807  MKH  UnCLEOOID(27){C)P  ArfalMnl  1V9-U  .   ..  Nra  D   Artathnot 
7 

MB  4)350-4  MONTOU  (12)  JuenkiiK  6-4-10   M   ■   e BOB  7   4070- HOUBAV  ISLAND  (283)(0  (D)PBMlei7-L?  -   J   OahUKlw  (5)  3 
>10  AOCTC-4  JOTS  CHOKE  (aUBPreecfl  6-9-7  .....  MfeaLBeiwaS 

(8)4 

>11  3SXr23-  ROYAL  ACCLAOI  (166)  (C)  (D)  J   Br  jd>ev  11-0-5  .....  Was  E   Dent  (9) 

11* >12  DBCtOO-  MACK  LEASER  (99)  T   Clement  4-6-0    T 

TOP  FORM  TIP*i  Hr  Rraa^  8.  DfepaM  7,  Ffcar  Of  Syndaa  8 

1995c  ParihniMgM  49  lOJWeaan  3-1  (WRlhu9}11im 

Mthtt  1W  Dlgnrt.  7-?  Lb  F roily  5-1  Far*  01  Spadm.  6-1  Clvw  ID- 1   Beet  kept  Sccrrt. 
Uoiiwrc  12-1  Ikeam  Cerian,  Love  Legend  15   Trn 

rani  GUM  -RWR  OP  SPADES:  Cased  lejtJera  led  Over  H   oul  hesdrtd  inaak<  rjU  Wn  IBs,  R4*i» 
lL't»^ ieid  7r,  Sid!.  Betad  here  on  TuMridr 

PBjPASTlrieU  at.  fresdwov  31  oil  no  e*frn  final  lurlong.  tan  IB  By  Crtswl  Chen  lingWj  inASIdi 
MR  FROSTY:  Squeezed  tor  locre  met  II  mil  kepi  an  nil  b   Imran  3rd.  Dm  <B  tab  J   Duke  Valeminr  wns 

i   Qi&PAST  \ym  at)  21  a   wit  71h  iimw  B   Wk  SMi. 

BEST  KEPT  SECMTi  Held  up.  unable  10  OuBenflC  6tt  o*ll.Mny  taftambe  IVihzer  iWe*w»MnKbn7» 

SU‘ 

JON’S CHOICe la) 3 a UL Mased  Mil  mdvhul leriong. dm M 15  bwia  to Kommeune iSouuiumn  im. 

Star 

•   Towcester  has  been  frozen  off  today,  but  Sedgefield  are 

hopeful  of  passing  an  early  morning  inspection.  Kelso,  due  to 
race  tomorrow,  inspect  this  morning,  though  prospects 

appear  poor.  No  inspection  is  planned  at  Folkestone,  duo  to 

stage  tomorrow’s  other  turf  fixture. 
*   Blinkered  today  for  the  first  time:  SEDGEFIELD:  1.10 
Grate  Deel.  LINGFIELD:  2.20  Captain  Marmalade;  3.20  Rawi, 

Conquistajade. 

Results 
CHETS  HAWKINS,  compiler 

of  yesterday's  Guardian  selec- 
tions. gave  four  winners  at Wolverhampton,  including 

the  13-2  nap  Weetman's 
Weigh. WOLVERHAMPTON 

£.10  (TTU  1.  SEMOU8  PACT,  O   Dulltold (&-11.  2,  Wnnlrsastwiu  Hfei  (33-1  J.  3, 

Lfeiy  Nfek  18-5  LsvV.  12  ran.  t.  3t  iu 
PrBGcmi}  Tots'  E£  10:  C2.».  C2.90.  13.40. 

Dual  F:  naseo  csf-  cisb^j.  rriwt £732  B5l 

2u40  (St):  1,  PRUSULA  BATON,  Aim 

Qraves  (7-11.  2.  King  Hambo  (16-8  lawl: 
S,  S*»  Bur  (B-41  6   ran  TK.  2JL  (D  W- 
efions)  Tots'  r7.».  £1.50.  £1. TO.  Ct.SO  Dual 
P   £12.30.  COT"  09.37. 

3.10  (Ira  If  TByris),  1,  HELD  OP  VI- 

SION,  J   Weivnr  (11-2).  2.  KarvwywIM- 
BfeT  112-1 L'  3,  Sooth  Eastern  Fifed  (B-IJ. <-S  Trw  Ocean  Park  12  ran.  1.  Zk  (M  John- 

rtonjTno  e7.iftn.ip.n.to.f4.ai).DuaiF 
D7J0.CSF  rea  73.  Truest  £480.67. 
3u4d  (Bf>  1 ,   WECnUIPS  WEIQH,  L   Dtffr 

uri  (13-?!-.  2,  Hawr  OoB  Expmss  (10-1); 

XMyttansMIaMalT-li  9-4  lav  Prm;rly 
Sound  9   ran  K.  nk  (R  HoUlreJirodt  Torn 
M.Ot  £1.40.  £4.00,  £3.30  Dual  F   £24  00: 
CSF  £84.03.  Trteast  £432. &»  Tna-£i?i.60 
4.10  (Of).  1,  mrSTK  TEMPO,  R   Cocit- rane(ovBtKiav|:s,Boffy(4-i|.3lDhm-e 

(12-1).  it  tan  Ll  U   ScargiUl  Tgte-  HI.TO. 

£1  10.CI80.E2J0  Dual F'CdiaCSF  t ESI 
4rao(ira4f);  1,  BCAUNOMT.n  Cochran* 
(4-11;  Z,  Manffera  lnythlB  (5-11;  3,  Won- 
darfidboyrr-Zlavl.  ID  ran  8.  X   u   Banknl 
TMa:  £4 JO  £170  £l50  £200  Dual  F 
£13.70.  CSf : £24  J4.  Tilcasi  ET2B6 

JACXPOTt  Not  won:  E7.M4.B0  csr>k-4  f.x- 
wnl  to  Ungi  raid  teday 

QUADWCmC34J0  PLAC&POTl  £90.70. 

FULL  r-c  f   tp  UUt  i   iS  RVir  6 
OOP  1   -   ~l  gg-  1   <w  c 

II  II  PM 
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Soccer 

Premiership:  West  Ham  United  3,  Coventry  City  2 

Dowie  powers  in 
as  home  banker 

k   a   ;   1** 
Martin  Thorpe 

THE  increasingly  cos- 
mopolitan West  Ham 

United  finally  proved 

there  is  no  place  like 
home  List  night  when  they 
ended  a   dismal  run  of  four 
straight  league  defeats  by 

beating  their  fellow  relega- 
tion struggles  Coventry. 

It  seemed  Whelan  had  res- 
cued a   point  for  the  visitors 

with  a   goal  eight  minutes 
{Torn  time,  but  then  the  Cov- 

entry defence  stood  watching 
as  Dowie  bundled  his  way 
through  the  area  to  slot  home 
the  winner,  much  to  the  relief 
of  the  home  crowd. 

Perhaps  in  an  attempt  to  be 
top  of  at  least  one  league  — 
the  league  oF  nations  —   West 
Ham  are  close  to  signing  their 
10th  non-British  player,  the 
18-ysar-old  Portuguese  striker 
Dani. 

So  far  the  name  Dani  has 
been  better  known  for  its 
association  with  showbiz 
blondes.  Behr  and  Minogue. 
But  Snr  Carvalho  is  ready  to 
change  that  a   striker  billed 
as  the  best  young  player  in 
Portugal  and  one  West  Ham 
hope  to  take  chi  loan  until  the 
end  of  the  season,  no  doubt 
sparking  a   spate  of  Dani  Boy 
headlines. 

Actually  the  Hammers  only 
had  two  of  their  foreign  le- 

gion starting  last  night's game  —   Miklosko  and  Rieper 

l   —   but  the  £1.5  million  Du- 
mitrescu  is  due  to  make  his 
debut  on  Saturday  and  the 
£1.6  million  defender  Bilic  is 

hoping  to  get  a   work  permit 
in  time  to  start  against  Spurs 
In  a   fortnight 

Their  manager  Harry  Red- 
knapp  is  unapologetic  at  the 
overseas  invasion,  arguing 
that  he  cannot  afford  the 
prices  of  comparable  home 
talent  in  his  urgent  quest  to 

improve  on  West  Ham’s  posi- tion near  the  bottom  of  the 
Premiership. 

Coventry,  who  started  the 
game  one  place  below  West 
Ham  in  the  table,  fourth  from 
bottom,  are  generally 
regarded  as  a   side  whose 
parts  are  better  than  the  sum. 

None  of  those  were  foreign 

parts  in  List  night's  starting line-up.  despite  there  being 
six  non-British  players  on 

Coventry’s  books.  And  that 
did  not  include  Ogrtzovic, 
born  in  Mansfield. 

The  goalkeeper  was  unable 
to  feel  at  home  last  night  as 
West  Ham  camped  in  the  Cov- 

entry half  before  the  break. 
Hughes.  Dicks  and  Dowie  all 
went  close,  the  latter  forcing  a 
fine  save  from  Ogrizovic. 

However,  the  Hammers' closest  chance  came  from  the 
Coventry  player  Telfer.  who 
sliced  an  intended  clearance 

from  Hughes’s  cross  just 
wide. 
Perhaps  inevitably  it  was 

one  of  the  foreigners  in  the 

home  side  who  broke  the 
deadlock  —   Rieper.  And,  yes. 

it  was  grim  for  Ogrizovic. 
Under  challenge  from  jump- 

ing West  Ham  players  he 
dropped  the  ball  from 
Hughes's  corner  allowing  the 
Dane  to  hit  home.  The  big 

goalkeeper  pleaded  he  had 

I   been  fouled  but  to  no  avail. That  was  just  63  seconds 
into  the  new  half.  Twelve 

1   minutes  later  Rieper  hit  the 
post  with  a   header  as  West Ham  searched  for  a   second 
goal,  which  they  found  after 
another  two  minutes. 

Bishop  brilliantly  put  Cot- 
1   tee  through  on  goal  Ogrizovic 
came  out,  missed,  and  the  lit- 

tle striker,  despite  being 
under  presure  from  Shaw,  did 
well  to  lift  the  ball  over  the 
defender  on  the  line. 
Then,  with  their  first  real 

attack  of  the  game.  Coventry 
equalised  three  minutes  later 
when  Dublin  bundled  Whe- 

lan’s cross  over  the  line  at  foe far  post 

•   Nigel  Spink  last  night  com- 
pleted a   free-transfer  move  to 

West  Bromwich  Albion  after 
19  years  at  Aston  Villa.  The 
37-year-old  goalkeeper  has 
signed  a   2 '/j -year  contract  at 
The  Hawthorns  and  is  set  to 
make  his  debut  at  Ipswich  on Saturday. 

Wrat  Han  United!  MlklCNto:  Brawn. 

Potts.  R taper.  Dicks.  Williamson.  Moncur. 
Btshop.  Hugtws.  Dowta.  CoCee. 
Coventry  Cttyt  Ogrizovic;  Pickering. 
Borrows.  Shaw.  Hall.  TeHar.  Richardson, 
Williams.  Satako.  Dublin.  Whelan. 
Retav«  Q   Poll  (Trlng). 
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Check,  mate . . .   West  Ham’s  Danny  Williamson  and  Coventry’s  Marcus  Hall  do  battle  for  the  ball  at  Upton  Park  last  night  photograph:  frank  baron 

Nottingham  Forest  2,  Leeds  United  1 Southampton  1 ,   Manchester  City  1 

Roy  hits  the  right  spot  Ball  rebounds  with  a   point 
Bosnian  rebels 

face  huge  fine 
David  Happs 

Nottingham  Forests 
first-choice  striking 
partnership,  Bryan  Roy 

and  Kevin  Campbell,  has 
been  one  of  the  least  success- 

ful aspects  of  another  impres- 
sive season,  but  a   goal  apiece 

accounted  for  Leeds  United  at 

the  City  Ground  last  night  as 
Forest  stretched  their  un- 

beaten home  record  past  the 
year  mark. 

Leeds  were  composed,  fleet- 
ingly  even  fluent,  but  there 
was  no  doubt  whose  midfield 
possessed  the  greater  bite. 
Forest,  excellently  led  by  the 
abrasive  Gemmill.  won 

nearly  every  meaningful  chal- 
lenge in  that  area  and  posed 

enjoyed  a   greater  threat  as  a 
result 

In  Leeds'  inconsistent  sea- 
son. Speed  has  been  more  in- 

furiating than  most  —   a 
player  whose  stature  is  of 
rather  more  consequence 
than  his  influence.  His  dally- 

ing on  the  left  edge  of  Leeds’ area  alter  10  minutes  fell  prey 

to  Gemmill 's  tenacious  tackle 
and  Campbell  rammed  the 

loose  ball  against  the  foot  of 1 
Beeney’s  left-hand  post 
Beeney  was  at  foil  stretch 

to  push  Woan's  30-yard around  foe  same  post  minutes 

later  after  Leeds'  midfield 
allowed  him  an  inviting 
amount  of  time  to  steady  him- 

self for  the  shot 

Wallace’s  brightness  gave 
Leeds  occasional  hope  and. 
when  he  collected  a   chip  from 
Brolin.  he  eluded  both  Cooper 
and  the  goalkeeper  Crossley 

only  for  the  ball  to  run  harm- 
lessly out  of  play. 

But  Campbell's  goal  for  For- est. seven  minutes  before 
half-time,  possessed  precisely 
the  clinical  quality  that,  in 
the  absence  of  Yeboah.  Leeds 
lacked.  Receiving  the  ball 

from  Gemmill  in  a   central  po- 
sition, Campbell  side-stepped 

Kelly  and  beat  Beeney  with 
conviction  from  just  outside 

the  area. 
Forest  should  have  ex- 

tended that  lead  twice  early 
in  the  second  half  Woan  .   an 
increasingly  rounded  player 

on  Forest's  left,  swung  a   mag- 
nificent crossfield  pass  out  to 

Roy  and.  when  Lyttle  surged 

through,  a   slight  lapse  in  con- 

trol allowed  Beeney  to  save. 

Woan's  looping  header  then 
struck  the  bar. 

Leeds  needed  a   moment  of 
fortune  and  they  found  it  in 

Palmer's  equaliser  in  the  53rd 
minute.  As  McAllister’s  cor- ner fell  to  his  feet  four  yards 

out.  he  suppressed  his  sur- 
prise long  enough  to  poke  the 

ball  into  foe  net 

Delayed  shock  was  to  set  in 
two  minutes  later.  Palmer 

should  have  cleared  Roy’s 
left-wing  cross  with  ease  but 
he  clumsily  used  a   hand.  Alan 
Wilkie  gave  the  penalty  after 
the  intervention  of  a   lines- 

man. Like  Yorke’s  FA  Cup 
goal  for  Aston  Villa  on  Sun- 

day. Roy’s  first  goal  for  nearly 
three  months  was  stroked 
down  the  middle. 
As  Leeds  belatedly  raised 

the  tempo.  Palmer’s  booking for  a   foul  on  Roy  completed his  night 

Jeremy  Alexander 

Nottingham  Foreab  Crossley;  LyMta. 

Che  tile.  Phillips.  Cooper.  Gemmill.  Bart- 
Wiltiams.  Woan.  Silenzi  (Howe.  78min). Campbell.  Roy 

Lands  Unite*  Beeney;  Kelly.  Palmar, 
jobson.  Dortgu  (Bowman.  301.  McAllister. 
Conrans  (Vnkler.  73).  Speed  Wallace. 
Brolin  (Gray  73).  Deane. 

Hafccea;  A   Willue  (Chester- le-Slre<H) 

A   LAN  BALL’S  past  was 
LA  caught  by  his  present /   I   last  night  when  Rdsler 
rolled  in  a   simple  equaliser 
six  minutes  from  time  to 
deny  Southampton  the 
pleasure  of  victory  through 

Shipperley's  goal  midway 
through  the  second  half. 
Ball  must  have  been  proud 
of  the  way  his  lads  battled 
—   both  lots  of  them. 

Making  his  first  return  to 
The  DelL  Ball  found  little 
had  changed.  Southampton 
were  much  where  he  left 

them,  hoveling  above  the 
relegation  zone  and  looking 

hopefully  to  Le  Tissier. 
to  the  interim  Ball  has 

found  a   cheque-book  and 
gone  into  Europe  in  the 

only  way  City  seem  des- tined to  do  in  the  near 
fntare.  He  fielded  three 
Germans  —   surely  a   first 
for  British  soccer  —   and  a 
Georgian.  Frontzec,  like 
Clongh  making  his  debat. 

Southampton  were  unim- pressed. Dave  Merrington. 
Ball's  successor,  extended 

him  “a  special  welcome” 

bnt  the  crowd’s  was delivered  in  boos  and  the 
game  settled  into  a   pattern 

of  predictable  movement, 
artless  passing  and  easy 
interception. 

City  are  short  of  goals, and  in  time  Clough  may  go 

forward.  Last  night  he  was 
in  midfield,  without  match 
sharpness  but  showing  the 
old  instinctive  awareness. Bis  union  With  BBkhdM 

promises  well. Kinkladze  and  Rosier 

wasted  good  chances  and 
Quinn  was  slow  to  pounce 
when  Beasant  blocked  and 

Hall  cleared.  On  the  half- 
hour  Quinn  headed  down 
on  the  right  and  Clough 

fired  City's  best  attempt  of 
the  half  past  the  far  post. 

Le  Tissier  bad  less  excuse 
to  be  off  the  pace  and 
Southampton  seemed  to 
look  in  vain  for  the  magic 
that  had  saved  Ball  so 
many  times.  From  a   tapped 
free-kick  he  projected  a 
firm  but  floating  shot  to  the 

top  corner,  where  Irnrnel held  it,  but  mostly  his 

tricks  turned  into  culs-de- 

sac  and  frustration  eventu- 

ally took  his  season's  tally of  cards  to  seven  yellows  on 

topofared. The  game  was  looking 
like  a   case  for  the  Basic 
Skills  Agency  —   passes, 
like  commas,  scattered  at 
random  —   when  the  dead- 

lock was  broken.  Le  Tis- 
sier, wide  on  the  right 

flung  a   60-yard  diagonal pass  which  Shipperley 

gathered  beyond  Symons 
and  whacked  inside  Im- 
mel’s  near  post  from  20 

yards. 

It  atoned  for  his  miss  just 

before,  when  Immel 

punched  out  Benali’s  cross and  Shipperley  headed  over the  unguarded  goal. 

Nothing  could  redeem  a 
game  that  was  mostly 

about  dispossession.  Ball’s post-match  summary  was 

succint  “It  was  no  classic.” 
he  said. 

Russel  Thomas 

Southampton:  Baasani,  Dodd.  Hall. 
Monkou.  Benali.  Le  Ttaslar.  Mag  1 1   Loo. 
Venison.  Walters  (Oakley.  83  mini. 

Shipperley.  Watson. 
Mainlmm  City:  Immel:  Sumraerbee. 
Curie.  Symons.  Frontzec  (Brlghnreli.  831. 
Lomas.  Aircraft.  Clough.  Kinkladze. 
Rteter,  Quinn  iPhillipa.  70). 
netesee.  S   Dunn  (Bristol). 

THE  European  Commis- 

sion will  today  tell  Uefa 
officials  face  to  face  that 

they  can  expect  a   heavy  fine  if 

they  resist  the  landmark  Bos- nian judgment  any  longer. 
EC  officials  in  Brussels  are 

threatening  the  European 

game's  governing  body  with  a 
seven-figure  fine  for. failure  to 
drop  restrictions  on  foreign 

players  in  Uefa’s  three  club competitions. The  EC  has  already  given 

Uefa  six  weeks  to  agree  trans- 
fer changes  in  line  with  the Bosnian  ruling,  which  is  now 

law.  and  drop  its  “three-plus- 
two  ”   player  limit  —   three  for- 

eigners. two  assimilated  —   in 
the  club  competitions.  The 
Commission  insists  that  clubs 

may  field  as  many  European 
Union  players  as  they  want, 
and  foe  deadline  falls  just  be- 

fore this  season's  quarter- final ties  early  next  month. 
Today’s  meeting  will  be 

closely  monitored  by  Man- chester United.  Arsenal  and 
Liverpool,  who  are  sending 

representatives  to  Geneva 
next  Wednesday  for  a   Uefa 
conference  of  three  clubs 

from  each  of  Uefa's  loading  12 
associations. There  will  be  calls  for  a 
revamped  European  Cup  and 
an  enlarged  Uefa  Cup  and  Cup 

Winners'  Cup-  Widespread  dis- 

satisfaction with  Uefa's  res- ponse to  the  Bosnian  ruling 
and  other  issues  has  started 
speculation  that  the  meeting 
could  spark  a   breakaway 
move  for  a   television-driven 
European  Super  League. 

But  the  FA.  whose  chief  ex- ecutive Graham  Kelly  will  be 

in  Geneva,  and  the  Premier 

League  played  down  talk  of an  imminent  Super  League. 

The  Premier  League's spokesman  Mike  Lee'  said: “Any  move  for  a   breakaway 
association  is  not  on  the 

agenda  as  far  as  we  are  con- cerned.” The  Premier  League, 
he  added,  would  resist  any 

Uefa  attempt  to  reduce  Euro- 
pean top  divisions  to  18  clubs “We  have  reduced  to  20  clubs, 

and  talk  of  further  reductions 

is  not  appropriate  at  this 

stage.” 

Ian  Ross  on  Newcastle’s  puzzling  Colombian  connection 
Results 

Asprilla  doubts  growing 

SCOTTISH  LEAGUE 

First  DMsIon 

St  Mfcran  (0)  0   Cmnod 

Soccer 

Bottoo  10)  1 

Cormack  7» 

REPRESENTATIVE  HATCHES!  Civil 

Service  SA.  Royal  Nawy  40;  Combmed  Lon- 
don OB  34,  RAF  14.  Cawntfad;  EBMfiurgh 

U-19v  North/Midlands  U-lfl. 

Fixtures 

FA  CARUMG  PREMERSMP 

Aston  VBa  (0)  O   Liverpool 

Second  Division 
Rugby  League 

CONFUSION  reigned yesterday  as  the  1 wheels  began  to  fall 

ofT  Faustino  Asprilla's  pro- posed £6.7  million  transfer 
from  Parma  to  Newcastle. 

The  question  last  night 
was  not  whether  the  striker  1 
was  fit  enough  to  make  the 
move,  or  indeed  a   fit  person 
to  make  the  move,  but 
whether  Newcastle  stilt 
wished  to  buy  one  of  the 
world's  most  controversial 
players. 
Yesterday  Asprilla.  at 

home  in  Colomhiu.  awaited 
developments  as  the  New- 

castle hierarchy  debated 
his  future.  But  after  a   long 
meeting,  directors  declined 
to  comment. 

Asprilla's  proposed transfer  from  Parma  of 
Italy  had  become  doubtful 
late  on  Tuesday  night  when 
word  began  to  filter  out  or 
Newcastle  that  the  deal  was 
oIT  on  medical  grounds. 
On  Monday.  Newcastle 

had  demanded  that  Parma 

supply  all  the  player’s  med- ical documents  after  it  was 
revealed  that  he  had  not 

fully  recovered  from  a   seri- 
ous knee  Injury'  five  years 

ago. AspriUa.  though,  claims 
he  is  in  good  health  and 
yesterday  Parma  continued 
to  insist  that  the  deal  had 
been  done. 

Indeed,  it  is  believed  the 
clubs  reached  some  form  of 
written  agreement  10  days 

ago  when  Newcastle’s  man- ager Kevin  Keegan  visited 
Rome,  but  Asprilla  has  yet 
to  sign  a   formal  contract, 
despite  his  brief  visit  to 
Tyneside  lost  Friday.  And 
—   most  significantly  —   no 
money  has  yet  changed 
hands. 

If  Keegan  still  wants  to 
sign  AspriUa.  he  may  have 
to  persuade  Parma  to  ac- 

cept a   lower  price  or  take 
the  fee  in  instalments. 
Meanwhile.  Howard  Ken- 

dall has  launched  an  auda- 
cious attempt  to  make  Real 

Madrid's  Danish  Interna- 
tional forward  Michael 

Laudrup  Ms  latest  signing 
for  Sheffield  United. 
Kendall  is  aware  that 

Laudrup  —   elder  brother  of 
the  Rangers  forward  Brian 
—   Is  coming  to  the  end  of 
his  contract  with  Real  and 
would  then  be  available  on 
a   free  transfer. 

Everton’s  Duncan  Fergu- 
son will  this  morning  be 

told  he  does  not  have  to 
serve  the  remaining  seven 

games’  suspension  of  a   12- 
game  ban  imposed  more 
than  18  months  ago  for 
headbutting  a   Raith  Rovers 

player. At  a   judicial  review  last 
month,  Everton  claimed 
that  Ferguson  was  being 
punished  twice,  having 
spent  six  weeks  in  jail  for 
tbe  offence.  Jndge  Lord 
Macfadyen  will  announce 
Ms  verdict  today. 

Aston  (0)  O   Liverpool  [0)  3 
39,332  Collymore  .   Fowler  85 

Noun  Ferret  (II  2   Leeds  (0)  1 
Campbell  38  Palmer  54 

Roy  58  (pen)  34.485 
SoMtoamptou  (0)  1   Ito  C   (Oi  9 

Shipper***  65  RosJor  04 15.172 

East  Rfe  (1)  1 

Dwarlka  32 

909 
■   el  Baud*  (1)  3 

Bryce  43 Malian  56 

Third  DMston Brwohfa  (tr>  o 

SHJC  CUT  CHALLENGE  CUPi  Hound 

Feu:  Dewsbury  12.  London  Broncos  10. 
PoatuanuiL  Workington  v   WkJnes  (rear- 

ranged tar  Sunday,  Feb  4,  3.0). 

West  Hem  (01  3   Coventry  (01  3 
Helper  46  DltalJn  64.  Whelan  OS 
Cotton  60.  Dowie  86  18.334 

ENDSLEIGH  LEAGUE 

FlratDtvlston 

Luton  (1)  1   Shaft  Utd  |(J)  O 
Go«ncchev39  8.995 

Second  Division 

Mohan  E6  Stiuti  77 
4095 Crewe  (01  1 

Adebola  84 

AUTO  WINDSCREENS  SHIELD 

Semi-final 

Southern  Section 
Shrewsbury  (0)  *   1 
Scott  40.  Slovene  55 

Brough  78  (eg).  Walton  to 

TENNENTS  SCOTTISH  CUP 
TMrd  round 

Hamttton  (0)  O   S4  Johnstone  (1)  1 

U®*  Scon  7 lS«  Johnstone  home  to  Gi  MonwVMonttcme) 

H— 2?  1   Rarttok  (OI  O 

Hearts  <01  1 

Ritchie  S3 

I   Hearts  Sway  to  Kilmarnock) 

onto  |2i  3   i Nicholas  7.  Harrison  9 

Annane  75 
(Clyde  home  to  Rangers) 

Braebfa  (0)  O   Arbroath  (0)  1 
777  Ward  48 

East  Stbfcg  (01  1   ABn  (0)  0 
Dwyer  90  310 

POSTPONE!!:  Albion  v   Caledonian  T: 
Rose  County  v   Livingston 

CORRBCnOtt:  AMOLO-ITAUAN  CUP: 

SemMbieh  Birmingham  3,  Wear  Brom  2 
Mac  West  Brom  won  4-1  on  pens) 

PA  TROPHYi  Pint-round,  seooitd- 

replay:  Dover  1.  Cheltenham  a 
QM  VAUXHALL  CONFERENCE!  Gatos- 
head  3.  Uorecambe  a 
UNIBOND  LEAQUB  huMufl  Cape 

rirsfrraiMd  roploy:  Postponed:  Boston 

Utd  v   Alfreton  Tn. PONTIUS  LEAQUIC;  rest  Hints  I   on.  Man 

Utd  2.  Blackburn  1   Second  DMatora 
Preston  2.  Rotherham  ft  Sunderland  2. 

Leicester  0.  York  1.  Huddersfield  1.  Poat- 
ponodi  Hull  v   Middlesbrough.  Third  Dhr- 
Were  PotepuMsUi  Chester  v   Uncobv 
Rochdale  v   Scaitiorou^L  Scunthorpe  v 

Stockport  Walsall  V   Wigan.  Wrexham  v Darlington 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION] 
First  DhaioK  Ipswich  0.  Bristol  C   ft 

Wimbledon  i.  MHIwall  1.  Sooond  Hv 
Mon:  Swansea  1.  Bath  L   Plymouth  2, 
Bournemouth  a   Postponed!  Newport  AFC 
v   Birmingham. 
AF1UCAM  NATIONS'  CUP]  Hand  Wnah 

rum  eta  4.  Zambia  ft  South  Africa  3,  Ghana 

0   Tunisia  play  South  Alrtca  In  pie  final  in Johannesburg  on  Saturday. 

Tennis 

PAN  PACVK  OPEN  WOMEN’S  IN- DOOR TOURNAMENT  (Tokyo);  First 

run*  M   MM— we  (Bui)  to  M   de  Swardt 
fSA)  6-3,  6-2.  L   Davenport  (US)  to  N   KU»- 
muta  (Japan)  6-7.  6-4.  8~ft  I   pijnl  (Cro) 

to  Z   Garr{son  Jackson  (US)  B-Z  8-4. Sac— d   run to  N   faeuadur  (Japan)  bt 

K   Dale  (Japan)  7-S,  3-6.  6-4:  C   Marti— a 
lSp|  to  k   Negatsuka  (Japan)  6-3.  8-0. 

<7.30  unless  staled) 

Soccer FA  TROPHYi  First  round  retUayi  Wall- 
ing v   Rothwetl  Tn  (7.45).  RnKound, 

second  itthyi  Hyde  Utd  v   Marine;  Trow- 
bridge Tit  v   Sudbury  Th  (7.45).  rk  mt- 

r—ud.  ttJrd-rwptay:  tteyee  v   Enfield. 
POMTTNS  LCAOUEi  First  Division: 
Noam  Forest  v   Okfltam  (7.0):  Stoke  v   Note 

Co  (7.0);  Tramiwru  v   Everton  (7-0):  West 
Brom  v   Liverpool  (70).  Second  Division: 
Bradford  C   v   Blackpool  (7.0). 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION: 
Nrst  mufelon.  Southampton  v   OPR;  Tot- 

tenham v   Luton. 
LEAPUF  OP  WALES:  Llanelli  v   Alan  Udo. 

Ghana  to  go 

no  further 

A   DOUBLE  shock  was 

served  up  by  foe  African 

Basketball Rugby  Union 
NBAt  LA  Lakers  128.  Golden  Stan  118; 

Houston  87.  Chicago  88;  Indiana  107,  At- 
lanta 911:  Miami  «,  Phoenix  114;  Orlando 

104.  Boston  99;  Mtonesota  86.  Denver  8ft 
Dallas  105.  LA  CUppera  Ml;  Seattle  97. 

New  Jersey  88.  Sacramento  102.  Toronto 

75. 
CLUB  MATCHES!  Ayr  v   GHK  (7.461;  Wlfl- 

WMMhire  v   Stawanry  (7.0);  Aberavon  v British  Steel  (7.0). 

Rugby  League 

Cricket 

AIIIANCP  CHALLENGE  CUP:  First 

re— to  Blackpool  v   Dewabury;  Feather- 
stone  v   Leigh;  Hull  v   Sattord:  Leeds  v 
Swlnton:  Wakefield  v   St  Helens. 

SECOND  ONE-DAY  INTERNATIONAL 

(Wellington):  Zimbabwe  181-8  (SO  overs;  G 

Flower  48;  Nash  3-30)  New  Zealand- 
(84-4  (39.3  overs;  S   Fleming  701  New  Zea- 

land won  by  six  wicket*  and  take  an  un- 
beatable 2-0  Mad  in  me  three-match 

series.  The  (Inal  match  a.  at  Napier  on 

Saturday. 

Ice  Hockey 

BRITISH  LEAGUE:  Plret  DiwieJoni 
Chelmsford  v   Guildford  (8.0);  Petatoor- ough  v   TaftonJ  (B.0). 

Hockey 

rATTVEi  Spencer  y   Army  (8.0. 

Ice  Hockey 

Rugby  Union 

»«L=  Detroll  4.  Toronto  2;  NT  Islanders  5. 

Buffalo  4   (OT).  Calgary  ft  Edmonton  2 
l cm;  San  Jose  8.  Harttoru  ft  Vancouver  ft 
New  Jersey  3   (OT). 

TOUR  MATCH:  England  A   24.  New  South Wales  2 Z 

CLUB:  Can— Mad.  Cross  Keys  v   UanellL 

Snooker 

1   OPEN  (Newport);  Ouar- 
Hmm  (Wales)  to  P   Ebdon 

O   Abraham  Otero  oi  Spain,  the  cycling's world  road-race  champion,  will  compete  in 

Bile  year's  Giro  dltalu  lor  tee  first  Dine 
and  hta  5wtsa  team-mate  Tony  nomtngei 
will  captain  Mapet-GB  In  (ha  Tour  de 
France.  Romlrtger.  winner  of  tee  Giro  Last 

year,  said  he  wHl  try  to  Improve  his  own world  one-hour  record  during  tee  year  and 

In  tee  race  against  tee  dock  at  the  Olym- 

pic Games  In  Atlanta. 

#mserved  up  by  foe  African 
Nations'  Cup  yesterday  when 
the  favourites  Ghana  lost  3-0 
in  the  semi-finals  to  South  Af- rica and  Tunisia  beat  foe 
much-fancied  Zambia  4-2. 
Ghana  had  as  much  of  the 

game  in  Johannesburg  as 

their  hosts,  but  despite  hav- 

ing Tony  Yeboah  of  Leeds United  as  their  spearhead 
they  were  unable  to  turn  their fluent  attacks  into  goals. 

South  Africa  went  ahead  in 
the  22nd  minute  through 

Moshoeu,  who  plays  for  Kocae- 
lispor  in  the  Turkish  league. 

Bartlett  got  their  second  im- mediately after  the  interval. 
Moshoeu  scoring  again  three 
minutes  from  time. 

In  Durban.  Tunisia  out- 
played Zambia  for  the  first  60 

minutes  to  open  a   3-0  lead 
with  goals  from  Adel  Seilimi. 
Beya  and  Kodhbane.  Zambia 
pulled  a   goal  back  through Lota  but  Selliml  put  a   place  in 

Saturday’s  final  beyond  doubt 
in  the  85th  minute  with  a   pen- 

alty after  Slimane  had  been 

brought  down. 
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IB  digs  its  heels 
in  over  transfers 
Robert  Armstrong  on  the  case  that  will 
test  the  1 80-day  qualification  rule 

THE  proposed  moves  of 
the  Scotland  interna- 

tionals Gary  Arm- 

strong and  Doddle 
Weir  to  Newcastle  Gosforth 
were  thrown  into  turmoil  by 
a   new  International

  
Board 

regulation  on  player  move- 
ment announced  yesterday. 

The  pair  >will  have  their 
case  discussed  by  the  Scottish 
Rugby  Union  after  it  has  con- 

sidered the  IB’s  stipulation  of 
a   180-day  residential  qualifi- 

cation period  for  players  who 
change  clubs. 
Vernon  Pugh,  the  first 

elected  chairman  of  the  IB, 
said  the  Rugby  Football 
Union  would  also  have  to  ad- 

here to  the  180-day  rule  in- 

stead of  going  ahead  with  a 
plan  to  introduce  a   seven-day 
qualification  period  from 
early  May.  Pugh  rejected  the 
suggestion  that  the  new  IB 
regulation  would  contravene 
European  employment  law, 
though  he  conceded  that  it 
might  be  tested  by  a   player  in the  courts. 
The  issue  of  freedom  of 

movement  for  professional 
players  was  further  clouded 
by  an  IB  statement  that, 
where  unions  mutually  agree 
on  a   shorter  residential 
period,  that  will  be  allowed. 

“If  the  [transfer]  market  is 
left  unregulated  it  will  be  to 
the  detriment  of  the  game  as  a 

whole,”  said  Pugh,  who  added 

Board  tightens 
law  on  scrums 
£'IGHT-MAN  scrums which  remain  bound 
until  the  ball  is  out  will  be- 

come compulsory  next  sea- 
son under  a   new  law  ap- 

proved by  the  International 

Board  at  this  week's  annual 
meeting  in  London,  writes 
Robert  Armstrong 
The  conditions  under 

-which  a   line-out  jumper 
can  be  supported  have  also 
been  spelled  out  in  detail, 
and  a   defender  calling  for  a 
mark  will  no  longer  have  to 
keep  one  foot  on  the  ground 
when  he  catches  the  ball; 
the  intention  is  to  give  him 
an  equal  chance  to  compete 
Cor  the  ball  against  onrosh- 
ing  opponents. 

The  law-change  on  scrum- 
maging should  in  theory 

make  more  playing  space 
available  to  the  backs,  be- 

cause loose  forwards  will  be 
prohibited  from  detaching 
prematurely  and  closing 
down  opponents  as  soon  as 
possession  is  lost. 

It  will  become  harder  to 

defend  against  five-metre 
scrams  after  the  attacking 
side  gets  the  ball,  and 
scrams  are  likely  to  be 

safer  'because  packs  who 

stay  bound  will  balance 
each  other  better. 

Moreover,  the  resem- 
blance of  many  union 

games  to  rugby  league,  in 
its  practice  of  having  two 
lines  of  opposing  defenders 
strung  out  in  a   flat  align- 

ment, will  cease.  There 
could  also  be  a   renewed  em- 

phasis on  the  value  of  a 

strong  scrummage,  espe- 
cially in  the  southern  hemi- 

sphere where  scrums  are 
now  widely  regarded  as  a 
restart  device. 

The  concept  of  support- 
ing without  lifting  a   player 

has  been  clarified.  Support 
can  be  given  once  the  ball  is 
thrown  in  and  the  player 
has  begun  his  jump.  The 
jumper  can  use  either  or 
both  hands  to  catch  or  de- 

flect the  ball,  provided  both 
hands  are  above  his  head; 
hitherto  if  deflecting  the 
hall  he  has  had  to  use  the 
outside  band. 
The  tackle  law  has  also 

changed.  The  obligation  on 
the  tackled  player  to  get  to 
his  feet  or  to  move  away 

from  the  ball  has  been  ex- 
tended. to  the  tackier  or 

tacklers. 

that  the  IB  had  taken  the  best 
legal  advice  on  the  matter. 
The  immediate  problem  of 

whether  Armstrong  and  Weir 
will  be  allowed  to  part  in 
Courage  league  matches  for 
Newcastle  Gosforth  this  sea- 

son after  moving  from  their 
Scottish  clubs  will  be 

resolved  only  by  a   flexible  in- terpretation of  IB  policy  by 
the  SRU.  Fred  McLeod,  one  of 

Scotland’s  two  IB  representa- 
tives, said  his  union  "would not  necessarily  be 

obstructive".  , 
Armstrong's  proposed 

move  is  complicated  by  the 
fact  that  the  Jedforest  scrum- 
half  wants  to  continue  to  live 
in  Scotland,  making  the  50- 
minute  car  journey  to  New- castle two  or  three  times  a 

week.  In  contrast  Weir  in- 
tends to  leave  Melrose  and 

settle  in  Newcastle,  which 
means  he  will  ultimately  ful- 

fil whatever  residential 
period  is  stipulated. 

The  IB's  ambiguous  role  as 
a   policy-maker  was  high- 

lighted by  Pugh’s  admission that  the  world  governing 

body  was  "not  a   policeman",  i 
He  explained:  “The  game  has 
gone  professional  overnight 
and  rugby  is  a   world  asset 
that  we  have  to  protect  We 
put  the  regulations  in  place 
and  we  must  expect  each 

union  to  abide  by  them.” 
Meanwhile,  Lions'  tours and  tours  by  national  sides 

were  strongly  endorsed  by  the 

IB  as  being  "essential  for  the 
development  of  the  game  on  a 
world-wide  basis”.  The  IB 
recommended  that  the  length 
of  tours  might  be  reduced, 
with  the  unions  given  the 
flexibility  to  determine  the 
number  of  games  scheduled. 

The  IB,  which  will  shortly 
appoint  a   chief  executive 
after  the  retirement  of  Keith 

Rowlands,  has  also  agreed  to 
move  its  headquarters  from 
Bristol  to  Dublin,  where  it 
will  enjoy  tax  advantages. 
Rugby  World  Cup  Limited 
remains  a   separate  offshore 
company,  currently  based  in 
the  Isle  of  Man. 
•   The  Scottish  Rugby  Union 

yesterday  outlined  its  case  for 
districts  rather  than  clubs  to 
represent  Scotland  in  Europe 
next  .   season.  Its  document. 
Strength  in  Depth,  Success  in 
Europe,  has  been  circulated 
to  clubs  in  advance  of  a 
special  general  meeting 
tomorrow  week. 

Rowell:  England  prefer 
to  win  than  to  entertain 
Robert  Armstrong 

THE  England  manager 
Jack  Rowell  yesterday 

offered  praise  for  "the refreshing-look
ing  

Welsh 

team”  announced  on  Tuesday 
but  refused  to  give  any  com- 

mitment to  an  expansive  15- 
man  game  of  the  type  Wales 
have  promised  to  play. 

Rowell  emphasised  that  his 
priori  ty  is  to  win  the  match  at 
Twickenham  on  Saturday 

with  a   game  plan  that  his 
players  know  how  to  put  into 

“We  played  a   traditional 
England  game  against  France 
but  we  made  too  many  indi- 

vidual errors  and  we  gave  the 
French  the  opportunity  to 

take  part  in  a   shootout  in  the  : 
later  stages,”  said  RowelL 
“People  should  not  underesti- 

mate Wales  —   I   have  seen 

Arwel  Thomas  play  for  Bris- 
tol on  several  occasions  and 

their  forwards  certainly  have 

ball-winning  capacity.” The  manager  pointed  out 
that  his  team  had  won  10 

successive  internationals,  in- 
cluding a   Grand  Slam,  before 

the  more  recent  setbacks. 
“Now  we  are  into  a   new  era. , 

pbst-World  Cup.  We  have  six 
new  caps  in  the  side  and  I   be- 

lieve our  players  are  bub- 
bling,” he  said. “I  have  never  been  able  to 

predict  the  score  or  say  how  a   1 game  will  go,  but  we  need 
greater  variation  in  our  line- ; outs.  We  must  also  take  the  ! 

ball  into  the  right  channels 

and  play  it  quickly.” Rowell  suggested  that  pace 
would  be  a   significant  factor 
only  given  decent  possession. 
“The  pace  of  the  game  will 
come  from  winning  the  bad.  I 
would  not  agree  that  the 
Welsh  back?  have  greater 
pace  than  ours,  though  possi- 

bly someone  may  have  done 
the  work  to  show  that  they 
have. 
“Scoring  tries  is  not  so 

much  a   matter  of  the  deci- 
sion-makers taking  risks.  Big 

teams  take  their  decisions 
systematically  and  players  in 
those  teams  do  not  deflect  res- 

ponsibility elsewhere.” England  will  hold  a   closed 
squad  training  at  Richmond this  morning. 

Blyth  puts  the  sting  in  England  A’s  tail 

England  a,  who  have beaten  Western  Samoa  and 
France  A   in  recent  weeks,  took 
another  scalp  at  Leicester  yes- 

terday With  a   24-23  win  over 
New  South  Wales. 

It  came  thanks  to  an  injury- 

time  try  from  the  West  Hartle- 

pool centre  Andy  Blyth  con- verted by  Alex  King. 
The  tourists,  who  included 

10  flail  Internationals,  had 

looked  sat  to  maintain  their 

100  per  cent  record  when  they 
led  22-17  as  the  game  went 

into  injury  time.  But  two 

quickly  taken'  tap  penalties 

put  England  into  ah  attacking 
position,  the  ball  was  swept 
from  right  to  left  and  Blyth 
accelerated  through  a   gap  to 

level  the  scores. 
In  a   bitter  wind  there  was 

initially  little  to  warm  the 
crowd.  The  game  was  ifl-tem- 
pered  and  just  before  half-time 
the  NSW  prop  Richard  Harry 
was  shown  the  yellow  card 
jitter  foul  play  in  the  scrum. 

But  the  second  half  produced 
more  of  a   spectacle  and  all 
three  tries.  The  first  stemmed  , 

from  a   break  down  the  left  by 
Adebayo;  from  a   scrum  just  i 

short  of  the  line,  the  ball  was 
switched  out  to  the  left  and 
Greenwood  dived  over. 
gagman  Fuglui  A:  THac  Greenwood. 

BJytii  Cwnurilwi  Kino.  PmniM— -   King 
2.  Sampson  2.  Dnr  South  Write  Try; 
Manu.  Conversion:  Burks.  KtnWHon Burks  & 

DM  LJUB7  JUT  Sttmpoofi  (W  Hartlepool): 

P   HoH  (Bristol).  JL  Blyth  (W  HultopMX),  W 
Greenwood  (Harlequins).  A   A   do  bio 

(Bath):  A   Ktefl  (Bristol  Univ),  A   llsolsy 
(Orroll);  R   Hardwick  (Coventry).  R   Cook- 
are,  P   Oortortfa  (both  LeloeetaT  J   Footer 
(Safe),  a   Ante,  M   Carry  (both  BrMofl. 

A   Dtprosa  (espt),  R   HM  (both  Ssrteans). 
KEW  SOUTH  WALEb  M   Buitun  A 
Murdoch,  J   Hods.  R   TomM,  D 
Cotnpooo;  S   Rotoon,  I   Poyna;  H   Hairy, 
M   Sal,  ■   HartH,  W   Wnwgh,  S   Dement, 
W   Ohtegws,  D   Mm,  T   Oatrin  (ant). 
Rafinas  D   Davtas  (WalasJ. 
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Sport  in  brief 

Dope  test  pair  allege 
restraint  of  trade 
MATS  WILANDER  and  Karel  Novacek.  who  allegedly  failed 

dope  testsat  last  year’s  French  Open,  yesterday  filed  a   writ  in 
the  High  Court  claimingthat  sections  of  the  International 
Tennis  Federation's  rule  53,  relating  to  appeals  against  positive 
drug  tests,  are  a   restraint  of  trade,  writes  John  Duncan.  The 
case  will  centre  on  part  G4  of  the  rule,  which  puts  the  burden  of 
evidence  in  an  appeal  on  the  player  to  prove  his  innocence  by  a 

preponderance  of  evidence.  The  pair's  lawyers  say  this  “guilty 
unless  proven  innocent”  clause  is  unfair. 

Peers  fight  for  TV  sport 

A   POWERFUL  cross-parti’  alliance  rf  peers  has  tabled  an  amend- ment to  the  Broadcasting  Bill  to  prevent  satellite  stations  from 
gaining  exclusive  access  to  top  sporting  events,  writes  Andrew 
Cliff.  Eight  “listed  events",  including  the  FA  Cup  final  Wimble- 

don and  the  Grand  National,  are  prohibited  from  being  screened 
on  a   pay-per-view  basis  but  they  can  be  shown  on  Sky  Sports  or 
other  satellite  and  cable  subscription  channels.  The  amendment 
would  ensure  listed  events  were  available  to  terrestrial  viewers 

Stern  tests  for  Britain 
BRITAIN'S  men's  and  women's  hockey  teams  will  play  against 
potential  Olympic  medallists  in  the  Pro- Atlanta  International 
Tournament  in  Milton  Keynes  from  .June  13- 16,  writes  Pat  Rou'- 
Icy.  The  men  will  play  Germany,  Pakistan  and  Holland  and  the women  Spain,  Germany  and  Holland. 

Hutchison  strikes  again 

PAUL  HUTCHISON,  Yorkshire's  England  Under-IP  pace  bowler, undermined  Zimbabwe  in  the  third  and  final  Test  in  Bulawayo 

yesterday.  He  took  six  for  21  ns  Zimhabwe  were  dismissed  for  143. 
By  the  close  on  the  second  day  —   the  first  was  washed  out  — 
England  were  96  for  three. 

Muster  hits  top  spot 

THOMAS  MUSTER  of  Austria  will  replace  Andre  Agassi  ns 
tennis's  world  No.  1   when  the  ATP  rankings  are  published  on 
February  12.  The  American,  who  replaced  Pete  Sampras  List 
week,  is  deprived  of  his  position  because  the  San  Jose  tournament 
is  a   week  late  this  year  and  next  week  Agassi  will  lose  the  206 

points  he  gained  for  winning  there  in  1995. 
Britain's  Tim  Henman  defeated  the  American  Jim  Grabb  6-1. 

7-6  and  his  compatrot  Mark  Petchey  beat  Patrick  Baur  of  Ger- 
many 6-1. 6-4  to  reach  the  Shanghai  Open  quarter-finals,  where 

they  will  play  each  other  tomorrow. 

Collins  drops  “spook” STEVE  COLLINS,  the  WBO  super-middleweight  champion,  has 
dispensed  with  the  services  of  the  hypnotist  Tony  Quinn,  who  was 

given  some  of  the  credit  for  the  Irishman's  two  defeats  oT  Chris 
Eubank.  Paul  “Scrap  Iron"  Ryan,  the  British  and  Commonweal ih 
light- welterweight  champion  from  Hackney,  will  defend  his  WBO 
Intercontinental  title  against  Antonio  Strabello  of  Italy  at  the 
London  Arena  on  Saturday  week. 

Lord  of  the  flies . . .   Townsend  has  talent  still  untapped PHOTOGRAPH-  DAVID  GIBSON 

Townsend  enjoying  -   r^r J   J   &   Ebdon  joins  Lewis  staying 

a   roller-coaster  ride  vanqulshad 

Boxing 

Ian  Malin  on  the  trainee  banker  hoping 

to  check  France’s  progress  at  Murrayfield 

AT  FLY-HALF  there  is 

nowhere  to  hide.  As 

playmaker  the  No.  10 calls  the  shots  but  is 
also  there  to  be  shot  at.  And  a 
sound  defence  also  has  to  be 
part  of  his  armoury. 

It  is  a   safe  bet  that  at 
Murrayfield  on  Saturday 

afternoon  Scotland’s  Gregor 
Townsend,  the'  wey-faced 
young  trainee  banker,  will 
have  to  grit  his  teeth  and  at- 

tempt to  halt  a   charge  or  two 
from  Abdelatif  Benazzi,  the 
fearsome  French  Moroccan 
who  is  arguably  the  finest 
back-row  forward  in  the 
northern  hemisphere. 

Yet  six  months  ago  this  pair 
were  room-mates  in  the 
southern  hemisphere  when 

they  spent  part  of  the  summer 
playing  for  Warringah.  the 
Sydney  side  known  locally  as 
the  Green  Rats.  Townsend 

was  impressed  with  Benazzi's cookery  skills  and  described 
his  new  pal  as  something  of  a 
“gentle  giant”. 

Gentle  is  something  Satur- 
day’s game  will  not  be.  and  it 

is  another  safe  bet  that  Town- send will  have  a   major  say  in 
its  outcome  and  possibly  the 

destiny  of  the  Grand  Slam. 
He  has  already  embraced 

triumph  and  disaster  in  fairly 
equal  measures  in  this  fixture. 
Two  years  ago.  as  a   precocious 
20-year-old,  be  stood  mortified 
when,  after  working  a   clever 
loop  in  the  midfield  with  Scott 
Hastings,  he  saw  his  pass 
bound  for  Gavin  Hastings 
stand  up  for  Philippe  Saint- 
Andre;  France's  captain  raced 50  yards  for  the  decisive  try  in 
his  side's  20-12  victory. 

Last  year  in  Paris  Town- 
send's wayward  kick  failed  to 

find  touch  and  Saint-Andr£ 

plundered  another  try.  Un- 
daunted, Townsend,  who  had 

already  scored  a   try  himself, 
then  set  up  the  winning  score 

as  the  game  entered  the  final 
minute.  It  was  the  champion- 

ship's most  sublime  moment: 
as  Bryan  Redpath  flung  out 

the  ball,  Townsend  found  Ga- 
vin Hastings  with  a   clever 

reverse  pass  and  the  captain 
steamed  in  from  30  yards  to 

level  the  scores  before  regain- 
ing his  composure  to  convert beneath  the  posts. 

Still  only  22,  Townsend 
remains  unfazed  by  his  roller- 

coaster career.  John  Ruther- 

ford, arguably  the  finest  Scot- land stand-off  in  modern 
times,  has  likened  him  to 
Jonathan  Davies  for  his  un- 

bridled attacking  skills.  But 

at  the  beginning  of  the  cham- pionship it  was  touch  and  go 
whether  he  or  the  29-year-old 
Lion  Craig  Chalmers  would 

play  at  fly-half. Townsend,  a   No.  10  by  incli- 
nation, was  in  the  centre  In 

Paris  last  year  and  has  played 

there  for  his  new  club  North- 
ampton this  season. 

Rutherford,  the  Scotland 
Under-2l  coach,  is  in  no  doubt 
that  Townsend  should  stay  at 

No.  10.  “If  you  want  a   stand- 

off for  a   running  game  I   can’t think  of  anyone  to  rival  him 
in  Britain  at  the  moment  He 

is  an  exciting  player  in  an  era 
where  so  many  players  seem stereotyped. 

"I  first  saw  Gregor  when  he was  an  18- year-old  schoolboy 

playing  for  Gala.  He  played 
like  a   man  and  was  doing 

things  that  other  stand-oflfe wouldn't  contemplate.  Here 
was  someone  special. “You  can't  take  your  eye  off 

him  in  opposition.  He  has  ter- 

rific acceleration,  back  rows 
have  to  watch  him  all  the 
time,  and  his  running  skills 

give  a   back  line  so  many  op- 
tions. And  going  to  North- 

ampton has  improved  his 
game.  He  has  matured  nicely 

under  Ian  McGeechan.” 
In  awful  weather  in  Dublin 

12  days  ago  Townsend  was  an 
ocean  of  calm  while  the  storm 

and  the  green-shirt  ed  Ireland 
forwards  raged.  His  little 
breaks  and  tactical  kicking 
drove  Ireland  backwards  in 

the  gale.  His  game  improved 
as  that  of  his  opposite  number 
Eric  El  wood  disintegrated. 

There  was  also  the  trade- 
mark drop  goal  from  40  yards, 

similar  to  an  audacious  kick 
against  England  two  years 
ago.  In  the  conditions  it  was 

especially  impressive. He  had  a   setback  at  the  end  | 

of  last  season  when  he  tore  I 
cruciate  ligaments  in  his 
knee  in  Gala's  last  game  of 
the  season  against  Hawick. 

The  injury  caused  him  to miss  the  World  Cup.  and  the 
summer  trip  to  Australia  was 
something  of  a   chance  to recuperate. 

Yet  Townsend,  despite  the 

ups  and  downs,  has  a   keen 
sense  of  humour  and  is 

apparently  without  a   care  in the  world.  When  you  phone 

him  at  the  Northampton 
home  he  shares  with  his  fel- 

low international  Michael 
Dods,  a   Highland  jig  plays  on 
the  answerphone. 

“I  prefer  playing  at  fly-half 
but  enjoyed  it  in  the  centre 
last  year  because  I   saw  more 
of  the  balL”  he  says.  “1  like  to get  involved  and  not  just  get 
three  or  four  touches  a 

game/' 

As  Rutherford  says.  Gregor 

Townsend  ‘is  “maturing 
nicely".  Like  the  fine  old 

malts  that  Scotland's  support- ers could  be  downing  in  cele- 
bration on  Saturday  night 

Cthra  Everton 

PETER  EBDON  yesterday 
joined  the  mighty  to  foil  at 

the  Regal  Welsh  Open  in  New- 
port. Tournament  favourite after  the  elimination  of 

Stephen  Hendry  and  John 
Higgins  on  Tuesday,  he 

promptly  went  out  5-3  to  the 20-year-old  Welshman  Mark 

Williams  in  the  ‘quarter- 
finals. 

“I  am  bitterly  disappointed 

but  Mark  played  exceptional- 

ly well  and  I   didn’t  do  a   lot wrong.”  said  Ebdon.  who  be- 

sides winning  November’s Rothmans  Malta  Grand  Prix 
has  reached  two  other  finals 
and  three  semi-finals  this 

season. 

■‘It's  a   sickener  because  I 

know  I'm  playing  dose  to  my 
best  I   made  the  most  of  my 

opportunities,  but  he  just 

played  out  of  his  skin.” 

Ebdon  three  times  went  the 
odd  frame  in  front  through 
breaks  of  73, 74  and  108.  At  3-3 
he  almost  snatched  the 
seventh,  obtaining  three  of 
the  four  snookers  he  needed, 

and  in  the  eighth  he  led  25-0 
but  Williams  got  In  with 
breaks  of  35  and  33  to  con- 

tinue a   week  of  upsets. His  semi-final  opponent 
tomorrow  will  be  the  winner 

of  this  afternoon's  match  be- tween his  fellow  Welshman 

Darren  Morgan  and  Dave 
Harold,  who  beat  Hendry. 

Paul  Hunter,  the  17-year-old English  junior  champion 
from  Leeds  who  had  to  start 
at  the  first  qualifying  round, 

has  dropped  only  nine  frames 
in  10  matches  and  counts  Ni- 

gel Bond  amongst  his  scalps. 

He  appears  fearless,  like 

many  a   young  player  with 
everything  to  gain  and  little 
to  lose,  but  tonight  he  faces 
formidable  opposition  on  his 
television  debut  He  plays 

Drew  Henry,  the  Scot  who  has 
deprived  Steve  Davis  of  the 
last  title  he  held. 

Kevin  Mitchell 

LENNOX  LEWIS'S  man- 

ager Frank  Maloney  yes- 

terday denied  that  the 
death  this  week  of  Dan 
Duva,  the  American  pro- 

moter with  whom  he  had 
worked  closely,  had  led  to 
the  cancellation  of  the 

April  contest  between Lewis  and  Riddick  Bowe. 

The  fight  is  off  only  be- 
cause of  Bowe’s  contractual 

row  with  the  American  pay- 
TV  network  HBO,  backer  of 
the  non- title  contest,  he  said. “Lennox  will  definitely  fight 

on  April  20,”  added  Ma- loney, who  now  deals  with Duva's  brother  Dino.  He 
flies  to  New  Jersey  today 

for  the  funeral. 

Obituary,  page  lO 
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COLLYMORE  AND  FOWLER  CONTINUE  SCORING  RUN  AT  VILLA  PARK 

Premiership:  Aston  Villa  0,  Liverpool  2 

Liverpool  stay  in  the  hunt 

An  invasion 

of  Barboured 
barbarians 

David  Lacey 

THE  Championship 
is  still  Newcas

tle's 
to  lose, 

 
but  St 

James’ 
 
Park  cannot 

enjoy  quiet  slum- 
bers just  yeL  If  nothing

  
else, 

the  quality 
 
of  Liverpoo

l’s  
foot- ball at  Villa  Park  last  night 

should 
 
have  warned

  
Kevin 

Keegan
's  

player
s  

agains
t 

complac
ency. 

After  an  hour  of  absorbing 
football,  two  goals  in  five  min- 

utes from,  almost  inevitably. 
Stan  Collymore  and  Robbie 
Fowler  brought  Liverpool  in 
sight  of  the  win  they  needed 
to  go  above  Manchester 
United  into  second  place. 
Aston  Villa  had  their 

chances  but  their  attack  pos- 
sessed nothing  like  Liver- 

pool's cutting  edge  and  that 
in  the  end,  was  the  crucial 
difference. 
Unless  Newcastle  do  a 

Devon  Loch  and  foil  at  a 
phantom  hurdle,  teams  like 
Villa  and  Liverpool  will  be 
playing  for  the  silver  medal 

this  season,  and  the  accompa- 
nying assurance  of  a   Uefa 

Cup  place  if  all  else  foils.  Yet 
having  taken  18  points  out  of 
34  in  their  eight  previous 

eight  league  fixtures,  Liver- 
pool arrived  at  Villa  Park 

looking  more  like  the  Airfield 
teams  of  old.  who  invariably 
saved  their  best  for  the  New 
Year. 
The  run  owed  much  to  the 

burgeoning  partnership  of 
Fowler  and  Collymore.  who 
between  them  had  scored  17 
times  in  nine  games!  Last 
night  however,  they  faced 
not  only  a   Villa  side  beaten 
just  twice  in  17  matches  but 

the  Premier  League’s  fore- most exponents  of  a   defensive 

system  employing  three  cen- 
tre-backs. 

The  ability  of  McManaman, 
with  his  spindly  slightly 
hunched  gait  to  take  on  de- 

fenders with  the  ball  was  evi- 
dent from  the  start  Within 

minutes  he  had  passed  South- 
gate  on  the  outside  before  see- 

ing a   shot  parried  by  Bosnich. 

Similarly.  Aston  Villa’s first  fully  coordinated  attack 
might  have  brought  a   goal. 
Charles  cleverly  released 
Johnson  an  the  right  and 
Draper  met  the  resulting  pass 
into  the  middle  with  a   shot 
that  James  pushed  aside. 
Liverpool  were  having 

more  difficulty  breaking 

down  their  opponents’  de- fence. very  little  escaping  the 
anention  of  McGrath,  but 
when  Collymore  and  Fowler 
did  make  contact  with  each 

Fighting  it  out . . .   Tommy  Johnson  of  Aston  Villa  Cleft)  battles  for  the  hall  in  midfield  with  Liverpool’s  Steve  McManaman  at  Villa  Park  last  night 

other  the  right  flank  opened 

up  for  McAteer,  and  Colly- 
more  was  not  too  far  away 
from  the  centre. 

In  the  26th  minute  Liver- 
pool did  everything  right  — 

except  score.  Barnes  collected 
a   ball  from  Collymore  before 

setting  up  McAteer  for  an- other cross  which  this  time 
found  Collymore  heading 
down  hard  for  goal. 

Bosnich  was  equal  to  the 
moment,  however,  saving  su- 

perbly and  before  Jones  could 
score  from  the  rebound 

Ehiogu  had  lunged  across 
him  to  whip  the  ball  clear. 

That  was  the  nearest  either 
team  came  to  scoring  before 
half-time,  although  Liverpool 
suffered  slight  tremors  as 
James  had  to  sprint  40  yards 
to  prevent  Yorke  exploiting  a 
sluggish  offside  trap  and  only 
a   masterful  interception  by 
McGrath  denied  Fowler  a 
shooting  opportunity  after 

Collymore’s  through  hall  had 
caught  Villa  square. 

Slowly,  imperceptibly  al- 

most, Liverpool's  patient  pos- 

sessive passing  game  was 
gaming  them  the  upper  hand. 
Barnes  had  a   gloved  hand  on 
their  pulse,  McAteer  and 
Jones  were  making  more 

runs  on  the  flanks  and  Colly- 
more and  Fowler  were  always 

on  the  prowl  near  goal 
Aston  Villa  were  no  less  a 

threat  on  the  break  and  early 
In  the  second  half  Yorke  met 
a   centre  from  Johnson  with  a 

mid-air  volley  which  rocketed 

past  a   post But  if  Villa  still  bad  the  pas- 
sion Liverpool  were  enjoying 

much  more  of  the  possession. 
A   minute  past  the  hour  they 

began  to  enjoy  the  lead.  Villa 
gave  away  two  free-kicks  in 
quick  succession  near  their 

penalty  area  and  from  the second  of  these  Barnes  teed 
the  ball  up  for  Collymore. 
Bosnich,  partly  unsighted, 
was  deceived  by  the  late 

swerve  of  Collymore’s  shot and  ended  up  going  the  wrong 

way. 

Two  minutes  later  the  Villa 
goalkeeper  managed  to  tip 

away  another  shot  from  Col- 

lymore, this  one  heading  for 

the  top  for  comer,  but  after 
another  couple  of  minutes 
Liverpool  scored  again. 
Fowler  stepped  over  a   pass 
from  McAteer,  allowing  it  to 
run  to  McManaman.  then 

sprinted  on  to  meet  McMana- man’s  pass  before  placing  a 

careflil  shot  beyond  Bosnich ’s 
reach. Acton  Vfc  Bosnich:  Chart**.  Brtogu. 

McGrath.  WrtflM.  Southgate.  Draper. 
Townsend.  Johnson.  Vorfca.  Milosevic. 
Liverpool:  Jam**:  McAteer.  Scales. 
RuddocA  Buo.  Jones.  Thomas.  Barnes. 
McManaman.  CoOytoora.  Fowler. 
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World  Cup  bomb  worry 

IF  ONLY  it  could  have  been 

the  Irish.  Such  lovely 

people  when  they’re  not 

killing  each  other,  lots  of 

fun  and  they  have  a   proper 

perspective  on  the  game.  Bet- ter than  that,  they  can  usually 

be  relied  upon  to  lose. 
But  on  Saturday  it’s  the Welsh  who  will  be  teeming  up 

the  M4  trailing  memories  of 
when  they  once  had  a   decent 
side,  bringing  gridlock  and 

their  special  brand  of  lachry- mose sentimentality  to  the 

pubs  and  pavements'  of 

Twickenham. 
The  rest  of  the  country 

thinks  nothing  but  rugby  hap- 

pens there.  With  ail  due 
respect  to  the  hairdressers,  es- 

tate agents.  Indian  restau- 
rants and  charity  shop  manag- 

ers who  ply  tbsfr  trade  in  the 
place,  there  is  some  truth  in 
the  notion. There  is  no  cinema,  no 

proper  theatre  and  the  old  in- 
door swimming  pool  is  dere- lict It  must  have  the  only  high 

street  in  the  country  without 
an  Our  Price  record  store.  But 

it’s  got  trees  and  parks,  it’s  on 
the  river,  and  there  is  at  least 

one  pretty  street  in  the  centre. You  can  tell  it’s  pretty  by  the 
cobblestones  and  antique 

shops. 
Then  there  are  the  celebri- ties. Pete  Townshend  ctfThe 

Who  lives  in  Tennyson’s  old 
house,  file  television  execu- tive and  rodent  fancier  Greg 
Dyke  is  nearby,  and  Peter 
Green,  the  sadly  distracted 
great  lost  British  guitar  hope, 

used  to  skulk  around  Twick- enham’s streets.  It’s  only  a 

pity  Leslie  Crowther  moved out  In  short,  this  is  a   nice 
place.  Except  on  rugby  days. 

Yl 
OU  could  say  that 
there  are  only  afew  of 
them  each  year  and 

the  game  puts  the place  on  the  map.  But  people 
who  live  there  know  where 

they  are,  they  don't  need  Bill McLaren  to  tell  them. 
You  could  say  that  Wembley 

has  to  put  up  with  as  many 

people  for  soccer  matches,  but that  area  of  north  Loudon  Is  a 

feature-free  sprawl  which 
could  hardly  be  diminished  by 
the  arrival  of  even  the  most 

vulgar  herd  of  yobs.  As  for Lord's  and  The  Oval,  so  few 

people  go  to  cricket  matches 
that  the  pleasant  environ- ments of  St  John’s  Wood  and 

Kennington  are  barely 

affected. 
Twickers.  The  very  word  is 

enough  to  make  you  cringe.  It means  bores  in  blazers  and 

Barbours;  hampers  in  the  car park;  boozing  cm  the 

pavement;  corporate  enter- 
■   tainment;  horrible  communal 

singing;  from  the  better  class of  supporter,  supercilious 

airs;  from  the  born-again 
boor,  absolutely  no  graces. 

One  of  Twickenham’s  grim- mer pubs  is  buried  under  a 

huge  office  block  like  an  in- dustrial-strength forward  at the  bottom  of  a   collapsed 

scrum.  But  the  skilled  male- 
bonder  will  be  in,  or  more 

likely  outside,  one  of  the  pubs on  Church  Street  robbing  the 

little  road  down  to  the  river  of 

some  of  its  twee  charm.  Real veterans  might  make  their 

way  to  The  Rifleman,  some 
way  from  the  ground,  on 
Fourth  Cross  Road. 

Here  they  can  pick  up  a 
ticket  just  before  the  game 

from  a   taciturn  Irishman 
without  paying  a   hefty  mark- up. It’s  that  easy.  Until  you  try 

to  do  it  yourself,  of  course. That’s  what’s  happened  to  the 

game  since  it  became  a   specta- 
tor sport  so  popular  that  some 

of  the  fans  were  not  even  at  a decent  schooL 

PERHAPS  the  most 

convenient  place  to  of- fend the  locals  is  just 

across  the  road  from 
the  railway  station,  in  the 
Cabbage  Patch,  which  has  the 
additional  benefit  of  an  his- 

torical association  with  the 

game.  Bad  though  it  is  on  Five 

Nations  days,  some  of  the  de- tail is  lost  when  this  lot  are 
encountered  en  masse.  The 
full  foulness  of  their  calling  is 

better  captured  after  a   rela- tively ordinary  match. 
Take  Harlequins  versus West  Hartlepool  at  The  Stoop. 

Will  Carling's  first  outing after  his  wife  took  an  early 

bath  in  a   fury  over  his  impec- 
cable royal  connections.  The match  out  of  the  way ,   a 

bloated  brute  in  a   plastic  Vi- 
king helmet  led  20  acolytes  to 

the  Cabbage  Patch  and  a   table 
which  they  thumped  vigor- 

ously amid  grunts  and  broad- sides of  ale.  By  the  time  they 
had  finished  it  was  not  Mrs 
Carling  you  felt  sorry  for. 

These  are  the  people  who,  in 
between  choruses  of  Swing 
tow  Sweet  Chariot,  pass  the 
hours  until  speech  is  beyond 
them  wondering  why  soccer 
fans  can’t  behave  properly. 

Then  their  wives  come  for  to 

carry  them  home. 
Rugby  days  are  only  half  as 

bad  when  Wales  are  England's 
opponents.  It's  not  that  the Welsh  are  in  any  way  half- 

hearted at  the  bar  before  the 
match.  But  they  tend  to  dlsap- 
pear  rapidly  after  yet  another 
promising  failure  on  the  pitch. 

Australia  may  forfeittheir  opening  match 

in  Sri  Lanka,  reports  David  Hopps 

WORLD  CUP  cricket 

organis
ers  

will 
resist  any  pres- 

sure to  cancel 

matches 
 
In  Sri  Lanka  in  the 

wake  of  the  terrorist 
 
bomb  in 

Colombo 
 
yesterday

. 

Australia  immediately  ad- 
mitted grave  reservations 

over  whether  to  fulfil  their 
opening  fixture  against  Sri 
Lanka  in  the  capital  on  Feb- 

ruary 17.  Their  coach  Bobby 

Simpson  asked;  "Who  wants to  be  around  when  bombs  are 

going  off?" 

But  the  World  Cup  organis- 
ing committee.  Pilcom,  will 

be  unsympathetic  to  any 
requests  to  reschedule 
matches  at  such  a   late  stage. 
If  Australia  —   or  West  Indies, 
Zimbabwe  or  Kenya  —   refuse 
to  fulfil  their  match  in  Sri 
Lanka  they  will  be  assumed 
to  have  forfeited  it. 

Ana  Punchiheva,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Sri  Lankan 

Cricket  Board  and  one  of  its 

two  representatives  on  Pil- 

com. said  last  night:  "When something  like  this  happens, 

naturally  everyone  is  con- cerned. But  historically  no 
sporting  events,  or  tourists, 
have  ever  been  targeted  by 
the  Tamil  Tigers.  To  attack 

such  soft  targets  would  be 

regarded  as  totally  counter- 

productive. 
"There  isn’t  a   place  in  the 

world  that  isn’t  dangerous  to 
some  extent  I   don't  expect  the 
World  Cup  organising  com- 

mittee to  press  for  any 

changes.  Why  should  they?” 
Only  an  unexpected  escala- tion in  hostilities  would 

undermine  Pakistani  and  In- 
dian delegates'  support  for 

this  view.  The  political  and 
organisational  ramifications 
would  be  impossible  to 
contemplate. 
Jagmohan  Dalmiya,  secre- 

tary of  both  Pilcom  and  the 
Indian  cricket  board,  merely 

promised  that  “the  situation 

is  being  monitored”. The  International  Cricket 
Council,  purportedly  the 
world  governing  body, 
regards  the  World  Cup 
organisation  as  outside  its  ju- 

risdiction and  Is  loth  to  be- 
come involved.  ’“The  World 

Cup  is  being  organised  by  Pil- 
com; it  is  nothing  to  do  With 

us."  said  one  spokesperson 

yesterday.  Was  that  the  ICC’s 
official  comment?  “No,  our 
official  comment  is  ‘No 

comment*.” 

Australia  have  already  can- 

celled a   pre- tournament  train- 
ing camp  in  Colombo  because 

of  death  threats  to  their  play- 
ers arising  from  their  Test 

and  one-day  series  against  the 
Sri  Lankan  tourists. 

The  Australians,  at  a   meet- 
ing in  Adelaide  last  week, 

considered  forfeiting  their 

opening  match  against  Sri 
Lanka  but  were  persuaded 
not  to.  after  assurances  that 
they  would  receive  the  level 
of  police  and  army  protection 
normally  afforded  to  a   visit- 

ing head  of  state. That  decision  will  be 
reviewed  in  foe  light  of  yes- 

terday's outrage,  which  took 

place  in  the  heart  of  the  busi- ness district  less  than  a   mile 

from  the  team's  Colombo 

hotel. “Well  wait  for  foe  guidance 

of  [Australian]  government 
officials  on  the  spot  rather 
than  make  premature  judg- 

ments od  immediate  media 

reports,”  said  Simpson.  “But 
with  bombs  going  off  it’s  not 

very  pleasant" 

Such  is  the  structure  of  the 
World  Cup,  with  only  two 
countries'  teams  In  each 
group  of  six  failing  to  reach 
the  quarter-finals,  that  Aus- 

tralia could  forfeit  their  open- 
ing game  and  still  expect  to 

qualify  with  ease, •   Umpires  in  the  World  Cup 
are  to  wear  black  coats  in 

day-night  matches. 

They  want  to  pinpoint  genes  that 
influence  intelligence,  as 
measured  by  IQ  scores,  and  they 
plan  to  do  the  work  while  telling 
a   few  people  about  it  as  possible. 
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Guardian  Crossword  No  20,564 

Set  by  Rufus 

7   Ready  as  can  be.  I   suppose 

P) 8   Isn’t  Into  cunning,  being 
very  good  (7) 

10  Begns  drunken  sprees  {0) 

11  Perhaps  Ned  does  right  to get  confirmed  (8) 

12  Stake  for  backing  a   mount 
— may  be  holly  tipped  (4) 

13  KUJ}oy  pollutes  whafs  left 

m 14  Haring  distance?  (6,5) 

1

9

 

 

A   rousing  
outdoor 

performance  

(4,6} 

22  Saline  drip?  (4) 

23  Couple  Hied  to  make 
jewellery  (8) 

24  Getoff —   It’s  on  firel  (6) 
25  Drunk  as  a   snake?  (7) 

26  Sign  of  fever,  perhaps,  and rash  (3-4) 

Down 
1   Show  strain  (7) 

2   Russian  Insect  with 

stripes?  (8) 

3   Forms  with  no  heed  aids 

(B) 4   When  upset,  Don  is  held  by one  chap  or  another  (8) 

5   New  organisation  takes 

blame  for  cover  up  (6) 

9

 

 

Legal  
or  otherwise,  

it's  a 
lively  
movement  

(7) 

9   Show  how  devil  and  saint 
’   rank  In  estimation  (1 1 ) 

15  Extreme  scepticism® 
16  Sweeping  away  the conservatives  (8) 

17  Type  of  pigeon  basket  (7) 
18  Feature  Aim  about  the 

Middle  East?  (7) 

2

0

 

 

She  
brings  

firm  
Into  

line, 
perhaps  

(6) 

2

1

 

 

Add  salt  and  pepper  
as 

one's  
cooking  

(6) 

Solution  tomorrow 
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